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PRIME MINISTER

FOR PRIESS 19 HMAY 1977

ADDRESS TO NMUSTRALIAN LIBERAL STUDPENTS FEDRRATION, SYDNEY

r~arn,.

I have been following with interest and enthusiasm the growing rRtreng
of your Pcdexration in recent years. It has come & lony way since it
formation by my friend the late Ivor Greenwocd and others somc 30
years ago. Its recent extension to nearly sll tertiary educationul
institutions has heralded a new era of activity, varxying from meut
pies forx the men of the U.S.S. TruxXtun, to your campsign to bring
responsible leadership to the Australian uUnion of Students. Your
Federation has built up a strong tradition of maintaining liberal
ideas amonght students.

Liberal ideas and ideale, which originally emerged in opposition to
dutocratic power and entrenched privilege, are of the ¢grcatcost
relevunce to the issues and problems facing contemporary society;

to the problems of human freedom; to the problems of the relationshiy
between the individual und the large oryanipgations that dominate our
society; to the problems of ineguality and disadvantage; and to the
problems of achieving meaningful change and reform.

In the last 18 months sincce being clected, this Government hes acted
to bring about reforms which implement Liberal principles, which
translate liberaliesm into xeality. We have acted to increace
individual frcedom and choice, to providc cffective assistance

to _people who are digadvantaged oxr in neegd, to provide equality befox
the luaw, to preeerve fundamental civil libertics and to encourage
individual initiative. In the social welfare ares, for instance,
~the cornexrstone of oux approach hes bLeen o give pricrity of
assistance to those most in need, and make sure that aid 5s provided
to people in ways that increase their independence - in ways which
ailow them to c¢hoose how they will usc the aid to most henefit
themselves.

Need and disadvantage is not merely a problem of material resources,
It is also a matter of limited choice, limited opportunity. Any
effective programme that sceks to pesigt the dizodventaged must
Provide both material aid and the opportunity for cholince, Urhervise
it will not have succeeded,

One example of our approach is our Ramily Allowarsoe Scheme. This
scheme has beéen widely recognised to be one of tha wosnt gignificant
advances in the Australiusn welfarc systoem since Vedoratior.

We abolished tax deductions for childrern, wvhich were =niy of use

to those who had sufficient taxable irncome to benaefie from such
deductions, and substituted diveet cagh payments to cvery mether

in hustralia. This schemc h“outh chouvt & significant redistyibution
of income in favour of the poorest in our community, It was
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particultarly beneficial to such group5 aes ringle parentg, migrants, 1
aborigines; and all 10w~in§omp_groups. We re-orientated gur child-

care programme towarde the area of grcatest need by providing day- R
care facilities, to provide Children of _working mothers with adequate
care; and particular emphasis is'bgﬁng gTV"n to low income familics.

we have protccteda the aged ag&insi‘the crosion of their pensions by
inflation. The age pension now @moun€b>§p a higher percentage of average
earninge than at any timec in Ausrrgiiﬁ)gj)jatory.

It is sometimes difficult toldctErmiﬁé in ‘advance whethexr a new programme
which promises to incrcasc peoplk's choice will actually do so. Thus
where necessary we have been prepared to devisc experimental programmes
to test their effectiveness. WE are _at the moment preparing to launch
"B.A.V.R," - tha Housing Assistance GgﬁQher gxperiment. This progromme
will assist low income earncre-By—paying.to them, in cash, svbsidies
towards the cost of their family's accommodation. It is up to them

how they usc such subsidies. They way rcent housing commission flats ox

they may prefer private accommodation. The choice, and the responsibilityl

is left to the recipient.

Another cxpeximental programme is our mi¢grant xeccurces centre in
Mclbourne. Instead of the Govecrnment bureaucracy rxunning the c¢entrxe,
we have contradted out this responsibility to a voluntarxy organisation,
the Greek welfarc Society. Early indications are that the centre is
working well and that some othcr ethnic groups see the ceptre ss a
possible moded for their own operations.

The Government has xecoygnised that there are many activities which
public servants cannot conduct as effectively as voluntary organisationa,
particularly the personal warmth and personal assistance that many ypeople
in need ox distress xeally need. Voluntary organisations aleo provide
opportunities for participation and involvement that public¢ burcaucracies
because of their very structure, £ind it almost impossible to provide.

Our policy of placing greater cwmphasis on voluntary oxganisations is
dcsigned to strengthen the capacity of voluntaryorganigations to provide

the disadvantaged with such opportunitiesg. 1In an age in which Government;

has ¢grown comsiderably, sometimes appecaring to dwarf the individual
citizen, substantial reforms have been required to counterxract the
powerlersness that citizens feel in the face of the size and power of
the Coummonwcalth's bureaucracy.

We have acted to ensure that people deuling with the Government arxe
treated fairly, promptly and according to the law. That adequate redress
is available for those who bhave genuine grievances, and to increasc the
citizens access to informatien. The first Ombudsman has been appointed -
and the Admimnistrative Appcals Tribunal hae commenced cpcration. We have
reformed cur court system by introducing the new Federal Court, and we
are moving to simplify Court proccdaures and certaimn archaic forms of
writs,

We shall this yearxr introcucee frecedom of information legislation to
provide, as of right, access to certain categories of information held

by Government affceting individuals. The Govcernment haa alazo introduccd
varfious law reforms to enhance c¢ivil liberties, Unfortunately, they are
too often taken for granted in huetralia. constant vigilance ip required
to see how they can be improved, and rdapted as our mRociety changces.

Wwe have introduced legislation on criminal investigation which is an
important advance in civil liberties.

/We have
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we have extended legal old, by redirecting it towards the mogt in
need. Degpite constraints in Government spending, our aillocation

to lcgal aid this year was incrcased 23%. We have ingtituted land
rights legiglation for abhoriginer in the Northern Territory. We have
undertaken to cstablish a Human Righte Commission to enpure compliance
of Fcederal law with the UN International Covenant on c¢ivil and
political rights.

references have besn made to the Law Refoym Commigsion on a numnher
of imsuean, for example -~ protection of privacy, reform of the law of
defamation, investigation of the possibility of applying aboriginal

customary Jlaw in criminal matters to aborigines living in the traditiona;

mannex .

This is an impreasive ligt, and amply demonatrates the Aepth of our
commitment to maintaining civil liberties ond increasing Government's
responsivencss to the people. Ferhaps cven more importantly it
illustrates oux capacity to translate that commitment into rcality.
"he Government hag also instituted historic political refoxme.

We have commenced a programme of progressively hapding ovexr powers to
the legirlative territories of the Northern Terxitory and the MCT.

He aim to engurc full statehood for the Northern Territory by 1981,

We propose to strengthen the power of Parlisment to scrutrinise publice

expenditure. As a first step, we have established a publicv expenditure

committee which has already commenced ita task of carcfully vetting
particular arcas of public expenditurec. And of couxee we are
committed to constitutional reform.

Next Saturday, hustralianeg will vote on four propogals to awend the
constitution. 1f all four succeed, we will at one stroke have almost
doubled the number of successful amendmentse to our conastitution.

I am confident that they will succeced because the proposals are

patently sensible, fair and just. The principles of the foux PIOPOBalbé

were supported at the Hobaxt Constitutional Convehtion., They are
supported by all Federal political parties, and they will improve
the operation 0f the constitution. The four proposals may be simply
stated and justified.

Phe firpt proposal i3 that the House of Representatives and Sanate
electiong be held simultaneously. It is simply common eense that
these clections alwaye be held at the same time; that Australiens
should only have to votce in a-Federal election when Auvstralia's
GCovernment ig¢ at stake. Unlers the constitution is changed, the anly
way to bring the elections together would be repeatedly to cut short
the term of the House of Represcntatives. The three yveay tcerm is
however relatively short ~ one of the shortest Pardlismentary terms

in the denmocratic world. Further reducing it would damage qgocad
government. This proposal docs nct in any way affect the powers of
the Senate, It in fact increases the authority of the Scnate to check
a bad Government, for it will no longer be pogzille to claim that only
the lowex Bousne reflects the latest will of the people. Further, if
the Senate should cver again uge its ultimate weaporn of forcing the
Government to the polls, at lcast half the &epators will thowsclves
have to face the voters to have thelr acgticons Sudaed at the polle,

and 1t i1s only faix that thig should ocour.
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‘Undexr the constitution ae it> nuw stands, &4 Senate vacancy can completely
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The pecond referendunm proﬁospl is that wheneverxr a Senator dies or i
resigne, he will be replaced, _for the remainder of his texm of office,- |
by a member of the rame party. = It will guarantee that your choice
of parties for the Scnate cannot be alteéxred by accident or dcsian.

chanage the party balance. But\011y }ygfpcoplc should determine the 4
balunce of the parties in the S@ié%gk/,Once this propousal is accepted,
the peoples choice will be preJerved untxl they have an opportunity to
make another choice at the next eledtion.’

/ ) h
The third referxcndum proposal $} to give voters in the Australian
Capital Territory and Northern” or f4tory the basic right to vote in all
future referendums. This is a’ fundum tal right all other BAustralians
have. I know of no rational of\geaqonable argument for denying it to »
rerritorial voters. They have the game obligations as otherx Australians.
They pay taxes; they arc obliged to observe the laws of the Commonwealthf
they vote for HMembers of Parliament; and the outcome of ycferendums .
affect them as much as they do othery Australians. Restoring this h
yright will strengthen RAustralian democracy. ’ '

TIPS

The fourth and final referendum proposal is to set a retiring age for
Yederal justiCes. High Court justices would retirc at 70 and the
re¢irement age for other Yedecral Court judges would be determined by
Purliawment. The proposal does not affect the terms of Jjudgyes alrcady
appointea to the bench. Most jobg have retirement ages, and for good
xeampon, Judges are as affccted by o0ld age as the rest of us. This
principle has lonyg been recognised by the States, all of which have
compulsory retiring ages for their own judges. It is only fair that
after the age of 70 responsibility should be handed over to younger
people. That is even more important, now that the new system of
Federal Family Couxts has been set up, placing a premium - on judges {
ability to keep up with changing community.

e st Ul e Ll LU

All four rcferendum proposals arxe fair, just and xecasonable. ‘They have
been extensively considered. They have the support of all major Federalf
parties. They do not involve further power for Cankerxa. They will
strengthen the Scnate and ensure that it can better look after the
interests of the States. They will make the congtitution work better.

On Saturday, I am surc that a clear majority of Australians in u clcar
majority of the states will vote Yes in thede four refcrendums. But
those of you who think the rcferendum propositions should be pasped,
cannot afforad to be complacent. The referendums wil)l not pass themsclve!
All people who care about constitutional and political reform in this
country have a responsibility to work foxr the referendums. If we all
Ao this, then the referendums will be passed, and we will have a con-
stitution which rerves Australia's nceds more effectively.,

the process 6f change and reform in our socicty is a continuing one, and
in this provess we arc constantly seeking innovative ideas which cffee-
tively translate our ideals into reality.

The Australian Students Liberxal Federation has & siynificant role to
contribute in making nustralia a better and more e¢gual society. 1
believe that our society has unigue advantages because of the wealth
of our npatural resources, ouvy history of cgalitarianism and demccxatic
traditions, and the general level of equality and opportunity which
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prevails in Australia - & level of gﬁ\ lity that is unmatched in
almost esny othexr sgocicty. But cur advan agees should not be a cause

for complacency. Rather, thgyfsﬁah«d*be-a challenge.

: ™ S
Against this background of c¢o ggi;ﬁiﬁéﬂwealth and equality, the
social problems which do pexsjist in hustralia stand cut all the
wore sharply. We should havelthe ingenuity, the xcsources and
the determination required to ' 'come to ¢grips with them effectively.,

e SN N
In our early history, Austra}fﬁ‘w&gxiigarded as one of the world's
most advanced and enlightened\@emoqfﬁ‘fes. We have the chance to
recapturce that position by a@vi%ibﬁ new solutions to the problems
vf our pociety which put people’s wishes and self-respect first.

Thig is a tagk in which we need your help - the help of all Australiang

Lofoa- o

oy
ot

3 ae Al

o N0

TR e,

D N AN A

T

Lot dre

Lol atedi e Dt | o d Ty

Vean 1 by traed




