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RIME MINISTZR': ADDRESS AT THE CPENING OF

20 MARCH 1977

THE SEPHARDI

AND CCIfUNAL LIUTRI, MALVERN, VIC.
It is a wery zZrezf henour and pleasure to be here today to onen
first Sephari: Syrago&Lo and Commrunal Centre in Victoria. I lhiav
searchad for other words to descyibe the significance of this

t

"The si
or sple
but in

(3‘

zen able to find none better than

ive those usad
ir in his letter invit

ing me to be here:
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ndéeour of the centre. It is in fact small and :modes-
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s afforded this opportunity to people from

In our age, when x
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religious, racial and "ul,urgL

ill exists, this ooportu ity is by no means au
one. But it has bzen the dedication of thsz Austral

nity, and of other ethnic communities around Augcwy
ovportbkicj
which has enabled Australia to develop increasingly
ural society. In this process the Jewish i
or role. It has been one of the pionecer
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hoc.3, synagogues, newspapers, welfare organizacions

rganisations Thesz instituticns have beexr of € :nd=

both to the richness and 4L/~“°'*y of our naiionsl
being of the individuals in it.

at we are now witnesssing an unparalled dewvalop:

cups. This is particularly true of ethnic communii!
mitted to preserving their cultural, linguiszstic, ond
ritage, whlle part1c19ating in Australian soclatv,
eat of Australian pluvalism is a develupment of 1vead
ment ic detarmined to Foster and el
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a new dimension cf diversity and
£ those other ethnic groups - the English, Scoc. -l
ging is e distinctive Australian culture, derived [r
zoltures can offer. Fortunately, the days of i=lo
iy are over and I be lle\e we are all better off -
z3 individuals - because of this. For thosa i &
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ns, the divzrsity of ethnic and religious comruaninic.
v and suppori which often is essential to cffcczie

wider society

sity being a sound basis for unity does not appnaaxr
. E ~2 here. Jut it needs to be said that Austraiinn
zo.ler s L3 oL wsazskanzd, but strengthened, by diversity. One can lcva
roorurasi . ozno pariizizate fully in Australien life, while preserving
oty itura’. ~uriza.s. The Jewish communit in fact exemplifies the
s to arew Izzinher into an integrated supnoscuive cowmmunity, peanopie
se lin...sTiz, cultural and national ba-\ArOhﬂda Yous o
Commun’ - I3 =z ~lear examnle of this, i is this very svynagogusz
unzl Cantosz i+ symbolises your comni- . ant to maintaiﬂiag tae
ive < oumnls, ana Lhe greai traditional culture of the Se..axdi
Yot - i3 czzmizment has bezen no barrier to your £ull and sifective
zatisn In Ihe broader Jawise community, or in Australian soclietzy.
the commizment of Aus:iralian Jaws to Israel in any way limited
thaelr commitment to Australic,

Australiazn Government's support for Israel is clear, and our stand
enuorszl by the vast majority of the Australian people. My G“"OLHJ&H
s stressed its continuing commitment to Israel's right to ex ¢

exercise full intesrnational rights. We have connls_-ntl'
mpts to enclude T-“dol from United Nations activities, and

risque attempt to iink Zionism with racism. I imagine I am
w7/ no secrats when I tell you that the Isgraeli Covernmeznt hus S¥
ccoizular app reciation for Austraelia's LqﬂﬁbeﬂndLP” end suppoerz an
<rant international moet-“”o, “roeluding last year':s Unitad YNations
Coneral fssembly. It is as old and firm friends of Israel that w- exprecns
cur attitudes on the Middle Easc dispute.
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T zaid in .Trne last vear in my Parliamentary statewzn®t on the world
siunatisa, that the only future in the Hiddle East lar in negociazioun. T
& prop=l and :road racogrniition of the rights of all groups wichia that
reiion, I believed then, and I believe now, that thare can be nao ulktimasz.
victor. That ceompromise thy  izn negotiation is essential if thevre is to
be ony real wet-lement. Aus:i-uiia has long endﬂrsed the agreed no yiiei-
1, wnzvork of UN Security (ouncil Resolutions 242 and 338. 7. ..
ioc unectivocal recognl:ion of Isruel, as fell 25 the ne:d {or
T oto withdrxw from occunis:. territories. In vztont months lare
it 2@l mes fowntds ronawed c=2ace negotiations.  Austealia noouas thiz
s .. moves wiil be narsued with datermination. Australia's concan is
t=ai any settizmen” in the Middle East should provide the conditli-ag in
Israzl and i .3 neighbhours can live in peace and mutual resp:-uh
= no sympathy with those on the Arab side who would wish
o2 to reject Israel's righ: to exist.

Thus th X stated objectives of the P.L.O. as set out in the
st Charter or Covenant, «ure totally unaccept -able to the

: Nz There have bzen some questions in recent menths
avn 2om of ter.igorists to Australia. The position »of this
Gooneamant ©a the Tmacter s categorical. No terrorist will b admitted

to Australia.
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Ths irgriasinz realinass of Arab Governments, particularly Egynt,
Sywin o nd Jorden to nagotiate a Middle Zast settlement is encouraging.
It oznoolldoelse -~crad that there have been some signs of a move by
cmz ¥.L.0. lezvzevrsais, if not all the factions, away from its wore
violenz chiesctirzs.  We would hope that this move will develon to

the point where the 2.L.0.'s official policy of denying Isvael’'s
righi te =2xist I3 adandoned
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2= -n~z= of tha Australian Government and pecple, that
si-lz Zor our frieniship with both sides in tne iiddle
ir increasing hammony.
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