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OPENING OF 1i- :HERTITAGE TNDUSTRIES VOCATIONAL REHABILITATTON CENTRE

Mount i;cukbier SA

This is an occasion which represents the culmination ol an
important c¢f’ort by the pecople of this community to provide
rreuningfunl assistance to the handicapped members of our socicty.
1 am particularly pleased that support for the centre has alsc
come from Western Victoria, and from my own elecctorate.

This is very fitting becausce it reciprocates the assistance the
pcop-’ ¢ of Mt Gambier gave us when we were setting up the

shelterced woerkship in Hamilton. The people who were involved with
the Mamilton workship, including Tamie, visited Mt. Gambier und
got some inveiuable advice on how to go about things.

This centre will make a major contribution to the lives of
the 120 handicanpoed persons it is designed to employ.

My Government is firmly committed to equality of opportunity forv
all Australians. And we wholchcartedly support programmes
striving to. cnhance the security, dignity, self rcliance and
well bheing of the handicapped. Sheltercd workshops malkc on
cssential contribution to these ends, giving handicapped pcople
the sense of purpose, and usefulness that is fundamental to
personal dignity, and sclf-estecn.
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e a~e committed to the establishment of workshins of high quality
and efficiency, which will contract better types of work, and
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increase handicapped cmployees!

opportunities to carn more income.

Workshops which will increasc the moralc of the handicapped workers,
and enable morc pcople to acquive the confidence and work skills

neccssary to graduatce to outside cmployment.
provide first and foremost, a practical meuans

Workshops which
by which people

with vesidual disabilitics can progress at their own pace, towards
the day when they can compete with othevs in the open ewployment
marxet.

The sheltered workshop must also provide for those people who suffer

from severe chronic conditions, and depend upon the workshop
for mermancnz, vather than transitional cmployment.

In catering © 1 this lattcer group, the sheltered workshop musi,

at all costs “oid oany suggestion of stagnation. It should give
Tong tern o - ~ses with structnred progrommes, an access o qualirty
Joitracts oo G iaem with chuitoaaina oad resarding vt




Loest ven o, the Ministe: for Social Securi®y, announced ihe

G art's 20 miticon three year programme under the
Paccdicappa2d Uorsons!' Assistance Act. This will enable

el ibie ovylsisations to establish and develop - on a planncd
ba.s - services foy the handicapped, such as sheltered workahops,

1
acivity therapy <entres, and training centres and hostels.

the Act underltines the importance of the parvtnership of Covernment
and non-governnent bodies in the provision of such facilities.

Govermment last year also carried out a survey of hoth
n*llc*c= worrsnens and activity therapy centres, subsidiscd
Wil e the Handifapoed Persons' Assistance Act.

The results of these surveys will aid in future government
planning anc will also bring into clear focus the overall effort
of all the agencies and organisations involved.

The National Advisory Council for the Handicapped, 1s also
conducting rescarcih into matters whiach relate to handicupped
people, and their special needs.

government bodics, as a central theme of rchabilitation in
Au%t“quﬂ. In fact, the history of sheltered cmployment in
Australia is the hmtoty of a vorking pazrvtnership bctween the
COHLOUWLHJt] Government, and VOlUﬂLdly organisations for the
handicapped.
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The Covcrnment secs the partnership of voluntary agencics and
|

Although the Commonwealth Govermnment established its own
rehabilitation service {for handicapped peoplc some twenty-ninc ycors
ag0, it has always refrained. from directly entering the field of
sheltered workshops.

The most obvious rveason for this, 1s the fact that sheltered
workshops are more effective when conducted by voluntary
organisations with government funding and cncouragement.
Community organisations are often better able to determine
community necds and prioritics undto respond to those needs with
morc sensitivity and awareness than vremote bureaucracies.

Before 1967 there had been comparatively little development of
sheltered workshops in Australia, although there werc some in most,
if not all, of the Statcs In June 1967 the new Sheltered
Employment (Assistance) Act came into effecct. And the succeeding
ten years have seen amazing strides in sheltered workshops.

The number ¢f sheltered workshops and activity therapy centres
in Australia : risen by over five hundred percent. Ry 1974

gross productian income of sheltered workshops had risen from

$2.2 million <2 aimost $17 million.
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This Centre rzorzsents an exccellent example of the cooperation
between a noo-icvernment organisation, and the Commonwealth
Government nvoviding a service which hencfits cveryoune.,
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[he workshop with its cottage industry and marict
gard foorilities does not only contribute greatly to t*» well
pring of its cmptoyeces. Tt will cnrich the 1ife of your entire
conmunity and can serve as a focus for further endcavours
“ooenrich comunity lifo.

[ thar< you 27 *oday's invitation which has given me a welcome
oprartanity to no2t with members of your community, and to

sew at first hand, the results of your cfforts to provide flor
sorne of the grivileged in your community.

I't gives me great pleasure to declare the Hevitage Industrics
Vecationnl Rehziilitation Centre, officially open.
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