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FOR DRSS ' 11 TEBRUARY 1977

JOTHT COMMUNTQUE IS\)L.J\ BY THE PRIME MINTSETERS OF AUSTRALIA
AN PASGA NEVW GUINEA OGN 11 FEBRUARY 1¢77 IX PROT MNORESBY

ister of Papua New Guineas,
Luv Rt. Fon. Malcolm Frascer, accompanicd
; ser, pald an ufficial vicit to rapua New Guines

for a periocd of feur days from 7-11 Februanry 1977,
. The o, Andrew Peaccclk, ’\fini'tw or Foreign Affairs,

also wccempanied Mr Freser throughout th visit.
Mr Vroser visited Poit Horesby, LA Vanino, Mount
Hagein and Davu.  Mr Fraser express

‘

‘.p?O.]xL’(ﬂt that
weathuer conditions hed prevented ing dMendl as planncd.
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Mr ¥roiser paid ccurtesy calls cn His Excelloacy thc Governar -
Gerncracl, Sir John Cuilse, and the Speaker of the National
Pariiznent, the lon. Mr Barry Hoiloway. Hcalse hdd discussions
with the Leader of the Opposition, Sir Tei Abal.

ser and his party

. Mr Sor.are extended a wdrm wel &
a et iineca of an

on tho first offici

Austro dian Prime Min:
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The vwo Pii”* Ministers exchanged views o the domestic situation
‘ i Do OO b ; v Fras ' Losunport for i

ERTIRRES Covernnent of

Papan ffice in 1972,

My S reCcont eTononic

and o X sscd
Lna'"ﬂ” Coverament's determination
to ¢! zioviaent ¢ad 1nrlatilen

Doring, tha vistat \\"ch-T‘i”«p%m“
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concu:rn to both untries with M: mav 'L Hon. Sir Maori

Kiki, Dxﬁlﬁ" A ence, and '

Minicter fox ion. Mr Julius
Chror,, Mimlator Olewale, Minister
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Ny Sorore oxtoaianed to ¥Mr Frascr Panua New Guinea's

univenysalist foreign zolicy which called Tor friendly rclations
S R ;O' wwics excont those wivich nractise socle or Tactial
Bt oio s und Coronuanlo v Papua MNew Guines. Mo Frasoes suil o Unow
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ian Governcent sought to dcal with international
realistic way and to work with others 1in
The two Prirmc
the wide rangce of common interests of their
They enpreciated that, while there would be
emnnhacis on certein aspecig of forcign policy,
prevent ciosc ccoperation hetween Australia
Gu%}au on interacstional matlt

sone
or
noet

s Minisetors discussced and noted developnents
interest in the woric.  They cuceced on the
to world veace of the maintcnsnce of the global

.

:T wowcrs “nd CXpressced thelr
proliferation of nuclcar weapons.
nce p;accd by the Pr

ned the lmporianc csident of the
stos, Me Carter, on nucleer d¢iscrmament, cspecially
to preocecd b )
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s rth progress 1n the limitation
i Scemate that Australia
extent possible with other
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The two Prine Minister agreed that the Pacific and Indlun
Oceans were very important arcas political and strateqlc
concern to beth Austrazlia and Papun New Guinea. Mr Somarc
cenffirned his view thet both ocecans should be 7zcnes of the
o peace aad neutrality.  He also rveuf{irmed his support
for the United Nations declarvation of the IRC‘”' Ocecan as a
vone of noace. Mr ¥Froscer said thaex pcméin“ th~ achievenont
of this o ' Iohowhich A ; thors
sheuld be forces rs in
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;::h Pociiia rove the South Facific
cueration (S.?2.%.C.) and the Seouth Pacific
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W two Primce Minisgers stresscd that Australia and Panua

sev Culnea hud 1 cosuon interest in closc cooperation
Leiween thoir two coun evies and the countrics of South East
Asia. DBoth Prime linisters acknowledsed the importance of
South East Asia for the accur11> of Australia and Papua

Ser Cuinca and supportcd the basic objective of thie South

inst Asien countricn of excluding grcai power rivalry from
thwi; region.  They velcomed the progross that had been made
in coopuraticn beiween she menbers of AVSJELALN. and the steps
taren n) fhe ALSLELALN. countries to excend mutuald
cosporation in the cconomic ficld.

In exchanging vicws o their respective visits to Indonesic,

the wwe Prins Minlistevs notcc with satinfacticen the close

and developing Nileiciel relotions between their countries and

t+hed r commen neighbour.

Tlio two Pring Ministars
the Commoawealth 3!

he centinuing lmportance
of hey capresscd thelr
censidence tl jonwealth Heads of
Govorament Mecting wWould plo\.uv 4 valuable oppertunity foo
discussions  on 1l =+ of intcrnational concern. The Prime
Ming nters vevicwed the znt issucs likely tc be

1t the mectng 4
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¢ Somare velcomed My Frascy o intention to conduct further
censultarions on these maticers with other Commonwealth lealers
in the Pacific. The two Prime hinisters notcd recent devclopment
in AT 1 1 ¢ an impertant topilc for
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3 n at the Comnm : s of Government Meeting.
The wwo Prime Mini a‘e?s eupTLSLe onCeTn and regret over
Mr Snith's rejeccion of the wmost recent Br itish propczals
alwod at prvuhcir; o peacciul transition to waj fority rule 13
74 Loahwe. The twe Pri Ministers hopcd that o just ond cquitadle

cettlement couid  Soun pe found i tae interest of a:il the
FOAT ’ CXDTCSSOG tb01) opposition to the
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thet, to tne oxtent tnat tho Cali FTOT 4 onow Intarnational
coonnnhe ooder is oo ocull for practicad and viablc change an
ccenomic policics affecting the interacticnal ccononic system,
it should have the support oi all nations.
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"Lomrovwcalth Hicads of Governnent Mcct1ng. RRRVSVRR

“at its next session in May. ‘They nocted that both countries

- .
- -

In rcspoct of the Intcgrated Commodlty Programme ds set out ' ?
in UNCTAD Resolution 93 (iv), the two Prime Ministers ’ § <
acreed that decisions on particular aspects of the pronrammc Y

could only be made in the light of necegsary studies and
detaiied examination. Both Governments were prepared to
pnrt1c1natc in such studiecs and examinations. The two
Prlﬂu,qlanteTS welcomed Papua New Guinea's forthcoming
accession to the Lome Convention as a demonstration of v
practical cooperation between developced und developing countrics.

The two Prime Ministers affirmed that their respective
countries, as active participants, were fully committed to working

for a successful outcome of the United Nations Law of the Sea '
Conference. They agreed that the Conference, having made 1less

progress than had been hoped during 19706, deserved a :
dctermined effort to reach a conclusicn, from all participants

shared many common aims in the development of this important field
of in.c-ﬂ*aional lawv, and cxpressed confidence that those
relopments would p-ov1dc new opportunities for regional and

al cooperation.

Bilatecral Matters

wo Prime Ministers reviewed the broad range of bilateral
ions betwecn Papua New Guinea and Australia. They were
X ed to note the progress made-in ncgotiating arrangements
cn a nunber of important bilateral matters since their
discu.szon in qugh 1976.

N

~

The two Prime Ministiters notec with considerable satisfaction
b entry inte force of 1 February this year of the Papua

New Cninmi,\ustrfl:a Trace anc Commervcial Relations Agreement.
The Primec Ministers recafiirmed their cor'utnen‘r throuﬂh the
acyeceront to the mainternence of substantial freedon of trade
between the twe countries and to the further cevelopment of

a nutually bencficial trading relationship.

The two Prii. Ministers expressed pleasure that the two
Governnents had reached agreement on air services betwzen
Austrnlic and PYap-a New Gulnca, which accorded Papua New
Guinda's nation flag carrier, Air Niugini, traffic rights

to and from Syd ., Cairns and Bris.bane. The Australian
carricr, Qantas, had been granted -ights to and from Port
Moresby and one other centre in Papua New Guinea to be nominated

ol & Later Zz2te.
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had been introduced with ceffect {rom
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Mr Somarc reaffirmed that the untied grant aid Drov1ded
by the Australian Government was much appxcclatcd by his . ..

Govcrnrent He stressed that it was the most suitable - ~“‘"73;; " -
form of aid because it permltted Papua. New Guinea:- to plan and S
implement its own’ development prlorltles, , ‘ . S

Tha two Prime Ministers noted that Papua New Guinea would.
change to a calendar fiscal year from 1 January 1978. =

They agreed that officials should mcet early in the second
ha cf 1977 to QLSCLSS the level of supplementation, above
the basic minimum of A180 miliion alrcady agreed upon, in the
third year of the {ive-year period.

ir Somare expresscd his appreciation of the reserves standby
faLlllt) provided for Panua New Guinca by the Australian
Reserve haﬂk Irenm 1 Aprll 1976. He requested that this
facility continue to be made available beyond the currently
agreed date of termination, 31 Decenser 1977, to correspond
with the term of the present aid agreement. Mr Fraser took
note of thls Tregue

The two Prime Ministers recalled their agreement in March, 1976
that it was important to recach an equitable and permanecnt
scttlement on all issues relating to Torres Strait. They noted
that their two Foreign Ministers, acting with Cabinet
authority, had acccrdingly entered into negotiations in

May 1976¢. . The Foreign Ministers announced in June that they
had reached agrcement on & number of points basic to a
settlement. In subsequent months, much further progress had
been made, notabtly, provisional agrccrent had been rcached

on the location of a seabcd boundary running some 1,200 miles
from the Arafura Sea, through the Torres Strait and out through
the Corezl Sea.

The two Prime Minist ers also noted that, dcs»ite the considerable
progyesy already achievea, there were Someé is3ues on which
agrecement had not been reached. The two Prime Ministers

and their Ministerial collecagues said that thelr two Goveraments

Cvicre determined and confident that these issues couid and would

be resoived thrsugh a continued process oi bilateral
negotiations. They also agrced that, in the meantine, these
matters would mot be allowed to aficct the close and warm
relatiors existing vetween their two countries.

Mr Somarc explained that, in view of the nced for Papua New
Guinea, as an independent country, to adopt its own limits of
nationzl sea and seabed jurisdiction, his Government had
considered it necessary to securc the passage through Parliamcent

of c¢nabliag "national seas'" legislation. His CGovernment

felt some urgancy in implementing this legisiation with a

view to nezotiations mxth third countries on jurisdiction and

TES0UTCE SJAI3T.0RS.

Thcrc is an :"1-*stana1ng betwecn the two Govcrnnents that
twithstaniing the passage in the Papua-New Guinea“

Parlxntvn: citne national seas ]CQISld;lOﬂ no action or

proclazition will De takoen Tin respict of the Torres Strait

arca under or in relation to that lc*x»;atxon pending a
reasonahic opportunity for progress throunh furthcr nOPOtldtlons.
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‘Neither Government would berassuming positions of rigidity. or

The two Prime Ministers said. that thcnr two Govcrnments o
would as hitherto, approach_the. further ncgotmatxons on; h:“gaﬁf
Torres Strait in-a spirit of amlty and cooperation. ‘ -'

inflexibility. The two Prime Ministers agrecd that more,
work would need to bc done by officials on complex and
delicate issues involved and that, accordingly, they did not RS
wish to set a time limi. for the cowpleticn of the negotiations. - - .7

The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction that, s
following intensive and dctail.ed negotiations between their ’
Pefence Ministers, their Government had in January 1977,

entered into a Status of Forces Agrecment which made prover

legal provision, in accoraance with custonury international

practice, for the status of service personnel from either

country when prescnt in the other. Their Governments had

also concluded arrangementis covering subsidiary matters :
including the provision of supply support to the = - : .
Papua New Guinea Dejpartment of Defence by the Australian '
Departrment of Defence. :

The Prime Ministers said that they and their Ministerial :
collcagucs had also given the most ce*efhl consideration to the
broad naturce of the future deifencc rciationship between
Australia and Papua New Guinca. Full agrecment had now

been rcached between them on this most important matter,

de ils would bec announccd in'a secparate joint statemcnt which
was also being issued today, 11 February 1977.

The two Prime Ministers rcafiirmed the great importance which ‘
they and their Governments attached to the relationship betwecen
their two countries, noting that extended well heyond

3
Covermanntal matters into a wide variety of fields and
pcronal contacts. They sald that they placed great value on
the warnm pevsonal relazionshin which had dcv~10ncd between them
and whiich wewrd faciititece the furtner development of the oxisting
close and harmoaicus uncerstancing agtkbbn their two countries.
They and tnelr Ministerial colleagues undertook to maintain
divect gnd frequint consultation on all matue s of 1mportance

to the relstionship.

anked Mr Somzare for the warm and friendly wezlcome
which had beeon extended to him, to his wife and to all wembers
of his party, both in Port Moresby and in the provincial centre
they had visited. He asl.-d Mr Somarc to convey his personal
thanks tc all those who had been involved in the visit
arrancenents and who had made his visit such a pleasant and
intercsting cne.

Wr Fraser th




