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FOR PRESY . 7 _JUNE 1976

OPENING OF RANT. STRULT THEATRE, VICTGRIAN COLLEGE OF ARTS
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It gives we special plzasure to be sbic iz
OpERIng Coremony today. Twenty-three yeurs
wa & asked thelir 0pan:an of the opening of

the Melbourps Theatrc Company ~and said
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The predizction was us2d by meaffrey jutten sy the titis of
book on thi Melbourns Theatre Pompany. The Molbourne Yhent
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Company is still alive and thriving., 1 cmn anly Hops that
the same Xind of testimomial will be written iInm a2 quarier

of a century's time sbout this theatre when the author will
be looking back on a long line of successful productions,
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You &t this college have gosd reazson to be proud of the
kind of theatre you are creatzny here. Prow 8l occcounts, it is ;
the lcgical offqprxr of its parvent, the school of drama, :
which opened here Tast month, h‘l‘ih'u,}u intake ol thirty |
students, to do a threse year course in the dramatic arts,

This drama theatre has been converted from the old police drill
hall., 1 am sure that it has witnessed meny Yigorous police
training pwaﬂrammes. It »ill now serve us a lscalc in which
students will be turned in fully fiedged membexs of a skillcd
and disciplined profession,

A wmoment ago, I referred to the Melwowrne Theatrc Corpany.

At roughly the sume time as John Sumner was busy establishing
the Melbourne Thestre Company some 23 years ago, ihe Ausiralian
Government began providing financial assistance te the
performing arts through the Blizabethan Theatee Trust.

Hiveteen ycars later, with the reorganication of the Australian
Council for the Arts, the numbeyr of p'ofc ssional theatre
companies had visen tu Z5. State rov\0u31 and alternpative
theatres have grown ia strength and numaer.

‘the  theatre board of the Council required g budget of over
$3 million iv 1973/7¢, and the fellowing yeay this climbed
to over $5 million.

fnother reason why 1 am pleased to be pycscnt tpday 158 to
take the opportunity of regffirming the Sovernment's firm
commitments to suppoyt and encourage the development of the

throughout the Austraiian community.
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Que provigion of £33, willieon xu the arts \exciusive

of the Australia Council's administrative Los+s) indicates
this support. The present Goverrnment does not, pg»e@er,

see (Government as the sole, or necessarily the msin sourc

of patronage for the arts. We believe a genuinely vzgeraas

and stimulating artisfic climatc can emerge only when
governments - both State and Commonwealth - individusls,
private enterprise and corporations, arc actively and .
cooperatively offcring decentralised and dzvers;;zcd paironage.

A dzve131ty and plurality of support can . only stren&tbcn the

arts te the pgencral common geod. The fact that .thz finance

for the School of Drama’s 1976 operation was providéd by the
Victoriusn Government, by the generosity of several private bodies
as well as a grant from the Australia Coumcil, attests to the
cffectiveness of patronage supplicd from scveyal svurces.

This Covernment's general approach is to brosden support for

the avts, to have more funds flowing from differeat sources.

We are not seeking to find aubstltutes for Governwent assistance,

-but to expand on that necessary base. In this cosnection, the

Government is having examined the possibility of taxation
ccnce%sions or other incentives for the arts, and ways ang
neans of encouraging individuals and private eunterprise snd
corsnrate patronage.

¥e have also taken g number of decisions rvelating £o n more
effoctive organisation of the Australia Cowstil, The Deuncil
itseif had rgcopnlcud t:at there were administratave and

financial ivadenquacies and had commissioned s separate erquiry iny

its opervations bv McKinsey uand Company. The ﬁum4918t13110n
Review Committee also noted a number of difficulties
in the Council's operations.

The changes made are desipned to correct identified
problems and deficiencies: o make administrative and
fivancial arrangements more efficient, to redute
administrative costs, so that more will be availabie for tba
arts, and to enter into new and improved arrangements
which might lecad to greater involvement of State and local
governments and anierpriscs.

Changes are proposed to the structure, and size of the CounciX

and boards and to the term of membership. Theose chanpes will
increasce effectiveness and reduce ¢osts, but at the same time
ensure contanuity and diversity of advice., FTwo new positions
will be created: deputy Chairman of the Counyll {(part tvimedYd
and penerﬁl manager - will be the ¢hief executive pfficsr
of the Council,. This office will be a statutoery one, and
its occupant will be an ex-officio wmember of the Council.

The Australia Council's ¥ilm Radio and Televisicn rrsponsit
will be tranferrcd to the Australiar Pilm fommissieon. The
Filw Radioc and Televisiag bBoard of the Australias Pounszl Wi
be abolished, :
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This last change had led some people veice conoern ubou
the future of the Commonweuith Q‘S(STHICC for prculmcn;al
filw and telewisicn. The fact 48, &3 1 havs epid, while

the Sourd has been cbwlished, the Tespensibility wili be
continued by the Australium Film )o..zssloﬂ This is

mercly part of a genersl rationalisation and drawing together
of like avitivitiss.
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Assistance Ior cxpeTimental film and televisioen wiil be
assurced by an dppronf\ate dmvnémcnt to the Ausfralvan Miim
Commission Act, and a specific a,locat:on of funds will be
included for the expcerimental fiim and television purpose
in thc Comnission’s votes.
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with appropriate avtherities to
begin a progranze siution of grant-glving activities.
Compaunity arts aviivitics amd szell grzois to individusls
or groups srz arcas whurse the progranme of develation might begin
The Bovernment aizms to widern inveslivesnent in the aris, wnd
enceonrage more support frow other aress.

In line with thas vbhjeci, ¥
Government 49 seekh to cﬁirb,
suppoyt for natiomal syganis
of fustralig
arts compani
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1t is not our intentien, however, that it shonld be ap dnFlexibdle
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Tule dhich wight dmpede the agxﬁsopﬂenf ol any a7ls FCtiviniecs.
Zogree of mascking 2yrangepants will be a2 pattey
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You have oreated & Tius therire which 321 be w Jegizal
extension of 4 weomtienu: frainidng schonl, as wall ©s baimg,
1 ar: teld, an excesllent alternative woepgs for tic verue
for the Melpaurse Thestro Dompeny. The volztizmelsyp eith
the Melbourne Thestrs £ 4331 veordoubtedly Lo of preal
benefit in kelping yow Limd yewy food.

The voncept of »ecational orls in xIt the varivas ari
fores, estabiished within ritutinns such ws Ceizges of
Advanced Hlucstics - 25 st purely scafemric study oI ke
arts ~ is one with shich me Goveynment is im entave spra@meni.
It smust be 2 source &f gr sgrigfaciien te ihis Tollegs

to sse the sesteblizshainl hz School of T and Yhe
opening of this new Thes

Until now oo tertixey edncation {or aoting
s < TN 3 Nogas mep e )
other prolessionasl cazrecys in the iyealre,
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It is to wveryone's crodit thet the need was recognised
for a tertiary school of drama to be lacated close to the
verforming arts complex of the Victorien Arts Centre, and
that such provision was made in the original pluns for th
Victorian College of the Arts,
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I am sure you zre 21} very much aware of ihe distinguished
bistory of the College - the arts school dates back to the
period when Lola Mentez was displeying her talents to the
Victorian gold miners,and Rellic  Stewart was maxing here debub
in the Haymarket. Weilie amust have been held in especial
affzction by the politicians of her. day, for T believe she
sang the memorial ode at the opening of the first

Commonwealth Farliument in 180%.

But wpart from its links with past history, this college is
alsu Lreaking new ground. Jt brings the education of the
fine and performing arts in to one complex. They ure usually
separate appendages Tt various educational institutions.

As well, the college %tinks the arts with the community.

"The calibre of its teachers is enhunced by the fact that cach

is a practising artist in his awp right.

I aw sure that theztye in Vicipriz is about to onier & new
and distinguished cra with the completion of the theatre:
complex at the Arts Centre in St. Kilds Road.

State end ¢ivic suthovities will ne doubt be an apxisus as the
Commonwecalith Covernment to help ensure that the theatre

here develops in a highly professional way, and remains truly
representative of the best in Australian dramd.

it is with great pleasure that i deciare this theatre open.

AAIIPIIINNDPNILIDLDPIISIININS PIIDIPIIDIDIDAIALESENNNEDIPADID PLP IAILS LSP LD LIPS EIN DI ITLIOIPIITIIL I AP2IDIP PSSP PI NP WIILIIINIIFIIS 29D 08 U SIITIIIVY d B2




