SPEECH BY THE PRIME HINISTER
THE HOM, E.G. WHITLAM, Q.C., m.p,,
FOR THE OPENING OF THE 18TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF AUSF?ALIA
, » HELBOURNE, 24 AUGUST 1975

I CONG?ATULA?E'TQE'ORGANISERo OF THIS CONFERENCE oN .
BRINGING TCGZTHER SUCH A REPRESZNTATIVE AND DIbTINGUISH |
GATHERING GF LIBRARIANS, ADMINISTRATORS AND ALL THOSE CONCERNCD fﬁ
WITH THE DSEVZLOPMENT oF LIBRARIE IN AUSTRALIA, The. srzc AND
SCOPE OF YOUR Cone E?ENCC ARE EVIDENCE OF THE STRE NGTH OF YOUR ;...
ASSOCIATIN, Tus VIGOUR OF YouR °QOFESQICJ) AND THE PUB!IC s fﬁ?*'

GROW G AWARENISS OF THE ROLE OF L_IleR”"S IN A f*Rc_x: SOCIETY.

I FECéﬁT YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A MARKED CHANGE [y .
RCZPTION OF WHAT A LIBRARY SHOULD BE AND WHAT SORT
OF SERVICE IT 0UGHT TO PROVIDE. WE MO LONGER THIN OF LIBRARIES
AS TERE COLLECTIZNS OF 200ks, IT Is nOT so mucH THE PATERIAL
RESOURCES OF A LIZRARY THAT COUNT - IMPORTANT s THESE. ARE -

UT HOW THESE REZSOURCES ARE USED AND HoW THEY ARE MADE AVAILABLE
TO THOSE WRO NEED ThEM,  THE LIzrany’s FUNCTION IS To PROVIDE
INFORMATION,  THE LISRARIAN'S FUNCTION 1s To ORGANISE THAT
HIFORMATION AIUS ENSURE THAT EVERYONE HAg ACCESS T0 1T,
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THESE FUNCTIONS ARE BDASIC TO ANY CONCEPT OF TRUE
DEMOCRACY,  LLIBRARIES THAT ARE FREE, OPEN AND ACCESSIBLE ARE
JUST AS MUCH BASTIONS OF FREEDOM AS UNIVERéITIE“ OR
PARLIAMENTS, FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS A PRECIOUS FREEDOM, BUT
IT HAS A HUCH HIGHER VALUE, A MUCH RICHER SIGNIFICANCE, WHEN

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION GOES WITH IT. EVERYONE HAS THE RIGHT

TO AM ILL-INFORMED OPINION; BUT OVLY TH?OUGH ACCESS 10
INFORMATION CAN THE FthDOM TO EXPRESS OPLNIONS HAVE GENUINC
VALUE, (CnLy TrROUGH ACCCSS TO IJCORWATION CAN FREEDOM OF |
- SPEECH 3E THULY PcLEVAlT TN A DEMQCRAIxV CICTY.

[ HOPE THIS WILL NOT SOUND TOO ELITIST A VIEW OR A

THEME TOO REMOTE FRCM YOUR PRESENT PREOCCUPATIOND.':THE

T Kegw, | BCUBTJ'~04PVLR, IF LIBRARIANS WOULD ACC:PT THAT.

VIig~, § CEZRTALILY 2O uOs. [ simpLy MAKC THF DOINT THAT WHERcAS

FREERCH TO Bt VORANT NAY W:lL BE .AS PRtCIOUS AS lHE RIGHT ;&“T

_IZ2ARIES WERET ONCE A FUNCTION OF LITERACY, THEY ARL_RIGHTLY ﬂ

SZIM,AS A FUNCTION OF LIBERTY., | NOTICED THAT IN YOUR SUBTISSION

To Tz COMMITTEZ GF INGUIRY INTO PusLIc LIBRARIES ~\AN INQUIRY
[ s=att DEAL WITH LATER — YCU QUOTED SOME WORDS OF ONE OF MY.;
FORMIR ADVISERS, [I03MALLY, OF COURSE, THE DISCIPLES QUOTE THE
MASTER, BUT IN THIS CASE | QUOTE THE DISCIPLE, JIM SPIGELMAN

3210 18 1972 At 72z 3374 SUMMER ScHOOL. OF THE AUSTRALIAN

1NSTITUTE oF PoLlTIcAL SCI:NCE : . - i
. . . ,_"%.

"I'REEDCH OF INFORMATICN IS AS VITAL TO DEMOCRACY
AS FREEDOM OF SPEECH, YET THE FORMER HAS NEVER
ATTRACTED THE SAME DEGREE OF ATTENTION OR
EMOTION AS THE LATTER,”




1T 1S ONLY LATELY THAT GOVERMMENTS HAVE COME
TO RECOGMISE THE FORCE OF THIS ARGUMENT, I MENTION IT
HERE BECAUSE IT IS RELEVANT NOT ONLY TO THE WORK OF YOUR
PROFESSION BUT TO ONE OF THE BASIC POLICIES OF MY
BOVERNMENT, THERE 1S NO PART OF OUR PHILOSGPHY, NO
PHRASE IN THE CURRENT POLITICAL VOCABULARY, SO PCORLY
UNDERSTOOD AS "oPEN GOVERNMENT". IT IS REGULARLY QUOTE
BACK TO ME BY JOURJALISTS WHENEVER MINISTERS REFUS

oM

TO ANSWER A dCSTION AT A PRZSS CONFERE NCE OR REFUSE
'T0 DIVULGE THE DETAILS OF A CABINET DECISION. I SUPPOSE
IT CAN BE ARGU:D THA& IN AN IDEAL SOCIETY THERE wouLD
f“Bs MO SECRETS OF ANY KLND.. FOR ALL THE PROGRESS WE

. HAVE mas S1C DcCC“BCR 1872, 1 CONFESS THAT THE IDEAL
OCIETY 2AS YIT TO BE ATTAINED, SO WE SHALL HAVE T0O

22ZPT SOME CONFITENTIALITY IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS, DBy

ToPEN GOYERNMENT', HOWEVER, WE INTEMD SOMETHING DEEPER

Ax5 MORE IMPORTANT THAN CONTEHPORANEOUS DISCLOSURE.

THE WIDEST POSSIBLE ACCESS TO REPORTS, TO

STICS, TC DOCUMENTS, TO THE RESULTS OF OFFICIAL

TLQUIRIES, TO FACTS, TO RECGRDS OF EVERY KIND, WE MEAN

SOMETHING MORE, PREVious GOVERNMENTS FREQUENTLY AVOIDED

e

REZSPONSIBILITY FCR CERTAIN THIHGS BY SAYIMG THEY WERE
E ’ .\r'

STATE MATTERS”, INEVITABLY THIS MEANT THAT VERY
LITTLE EXPERT PUBLIC SERVICE ADVICE OR INFORMATION WAS

ATLABLE ON THESS SUBJECTS TO THE NATIOMAL GovERNMENT.'
3Y BRINGING TOGETHER THE BEST TALENTS IN THESE AREAS,
BY CPENING UP THE WIDEST RANGE OF ADVICE, AND BY MAKING
THAT ADVICE AVAILABLE TO ALL, WE HAVE VASTLY WIDEMED
THE VOLLUME OF PUBLIC INFORMATION, LIBRARIES AND

LIBRARIANS HAVE HELPED IM THAT PROCESS, , AT
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OPEN GOVERNMENTS MEANS FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, As
SURELY AS THE PARLIAMENT ENSHRINES, DEFENDS AMND '
MAINTAINS THEHFREEDOM QF.SPEECH,;THE LIBRARY ENSHRINES,
DEFENDS AND MAINTAiNs THskaseooh OF IN?ORMATION,75¥§
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In my poLicy speecH 1IN 1972 1 pEFineDd LABOR'S BASIC
OBJECTIVES IN THESE TERMS :-

]

TO PROMOTE EQUALITY

ﬂ USTRAL I
TO INVOLVE THE PEOPLE OF *£&=5%F IN THt DECISION-

0 MAKING PROCESSES

70 LIBERATE THE TALENTS AMND UPLIFT THE HORIZONS
OF THE AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE |

Q5ITS CLEARLY THE FULFILMENT OF THESE OBJECTIVES .
DEPEMDS OM THE CULTIVATION Or A MORE AWARE AND BETTER INFORMED

ELECTORATE, AMPLER CPPCRTUN ITIES IN EDUCATICN ARE A LONG-TERM ":

ASPECT OF THi3 PROCESS. ~IN THE SHORT TERM IT IS CLEAR THAT
BETTER LISRAZY AND INFORMATION SERVICES, PROPERLY ORGANISED
ZTEZQUATELY FUNIZED. CAN RAISE THE LEVELS OF KNOWLEDGE,
’ AND GENERAL SOPHISTICATION IN SOCIETY, IF PEOPLE ARE
T 2T INVOLVED 14 THI DECISION-MAKING PROCESS THEY MUST KNOW
Oy DECISIONS ARE MADE AND HOW POLITICAL I1SSUES CAN BE JUDGED,
L15P22165 MUST A3315T 1N THIS PROCESS, MM INFORMED COMMUNITY
ER EQUIPPED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS,
L3 TO "LIDERATE THE TALENTS AND UPLIFT THE HORIZONS” OF THE
USTRALIAN PEOPLE IT i3 ESSENTIAL THAT PEOPLE BE AWARE OF THE
GPPOTUNITIES, THE POSSIBILITIES FOR BETTERMENT AND REFOFj,
THE FEASIBILITY OF CHAHGE THAT COMES FROM A GRASP OF CURRENT
AEFATRS INFORMED AND ENRICHED BY A KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY. HERE
AGALN THE LIBRARY, AS THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF INFORMATION, HAS A
CEMTRAL ROLE TO PLAY,
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ForR A REFORMING GOVERNMENT THERE ARE OBYIOUS
DEFICIENCIES IN THE LIBRARY SERVICES PROVIDED IN AUSTRALIA,

THEIR MOST OBVIOUS DEFICIFMCY LTES IN THE INLGUALIIY OF THEIR

'S"Hlf‘IDAQ'w STANDARDS VARY SIGNIFICANTLY FROM SFATt TO STATE

AND WITHIN SFATFS AND WITHIN CITIES, I AM THINKING PARTICULARLY
HERE OF PUSLIC LIBRARIES,. WITH NOTABLE EYCEPTIONS PUBLIC”

- LIBRARY STANDARDS IV AUSTRALIA A?c LGW=R THAN TFOSL IN MAMY

~ OTHER COUNTRIES OF COHPARATIV:'ucALTH. PUBLIC LIBRAPICS ARE -

THE BASIC RESPOC !SIBI'LTY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES
WHICH RECZIVE ASSISTANCE FROM STATE GOVERNMENTS, GENERALLY
SPEAKING THAT ASSISTANCE HAS BEZN INADEQUATE. LocaL AUTHORITIES
HAVE THEIR OWN CIVANCLhL PROBL_,S AND THE RESOURCES ALLOCATﬁD

- TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES HAYVE USUALLY HAD A LOW PRICRITY, I~

™~ 17N s
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= THAT 1N 30°E STATES THE SCALE CF ASSIS :chc—;o -
Sty LIBPARISS HAS ZIZH MARKEDLY INCREASED 1N RECENT YEAQS,

) ‘ ' A 3:2155 OF AUTHORITATIVE REPORTS OVER
T4z 2a57 20 YEARS THAT COVERALL STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES
ARE MUCH TCO LOW, LZRTAINLY THE TASK OF PROVIDING EFFICIENT

PURLIC LIBRARY SERVICES IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT IN THINLY

RIPULATED RURAL ARZAS THAN IT IS IN COMPACT CENTRES OF
POPULATION IN CITIZES AMD TOWNS, THERE IS MO REASON WHY THE
CITIZENS OF MELSOUANE SHOULD HAYE ACCESS TO BETTER LIBRA%Y .
SERVICES — GREATER FRZEDCM OF 11507WA710N5 ~ THAN THE'CIfIZENS

or Ecruca oz Geerows,
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OME OF THE GOVERNMENT'S CENTRAL AMBITIONS HAS BEEN
TO REDRESS IMEQUALITIES BETWEEN REZGIONS, BETWEEN CITY DWELLERS
AND KESIDENTS OF COUNTRY TOWNS, WE BELIEVE THAT A PERSON(S

STANDARD OF LIVING SHOULD NOT DEPEND ON WHERE HE LIVES OR
IS OBLIGED TO LIVE. WE HAVE TAXEN A NUMBER OF STEPS TO
 ALLEVIATE THE FINANCIAL POSITICN OF LOCAL GOYERNMENT |
AUTHORITIES AND PROVIDE MORE ADEQUATE AND UNIFORM PUBLIC
LIBRARY AND IHFORMATION SERVICES., FOR EXAMPLE, WE HAVE
AMENDED THE CRANTS COMMISSION LEGISLATION TO EMABLE THE
CoMMISSION TO RECCMMEMD GRANTS 70 LOCAL‘GOVERNMENT.T%;#=##¥
TMAT-vSl REDRESS RESIONAL INEQUALITIES IN THE SAMEWAY THAT
INEQUALITIZS BETWEEN STATES HAVE BEEN ALLEVIATED, LAST
FINANCIAL YEAR 350 MILLICN ¥AS ALLOCATED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RoDIz3; 1M 1975-75 ALuosT $80 MILLIoN WILL BE GRANTED} o
“ULD DO MUCH TO IMPROVE LOCAL LIBRARIES,
I ADBITION, THROuGH Trc DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REGIONAL

DEVELOPMENT, THE GOYERMMENT IS DIRECTLY ASSISTING SOME
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1ot MARCH THIS YEAR | AHNCUNCED THE AOPOIVFMENT

OF A WIDE-RANGING COMMITTEE OF QUIRY INTO PUSLIC LIBPQRIE°

IN AUSTRALIA, THERE HAS BEEN A FULL A3 ENCGURAGING RESPONSE

TO THIS INQUIRY. THE CO‘V‘:\“ITTEEJ .UNDER iHE CHAIRMAMSHIP OF
ARLAN

iR &% HORTON, HAS ALREADY HELD 10 PUBLIC HEARINGS IN THE
STATE CAPITALS, CANBERRA AND DARWIN AND 11 MORE HEARINGS IN

REGIONALL CENTRES., IT HAS RECEIVED SOME 350 WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS,

INCLUDING AN EXTENSIVE AND VALUABLE SUBMISSION FROM YOUR OWN .|
ASSOCIATION, o | - '

AT WE . AR: SE ”KING ARZ NOT JUST MORE BOOKS OR - .

POLiCY. THERE IS A 'OVG T:R HZED TO CO- O DIVATE ANMD . :

'BETTER BUILDINGS BUT A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL INFORMATION .- .

RATIOMALISE ALL LIBRARY SERVICES, IHE Pr s SOME IRONY N THE

FACT THAT CHILDREN OFTEN HAVE ACCESS TO BETTER uIBRAR{»oERVICES'

THAN THEIR PARENTS, [N WANY AREAS THE ONLY L;BRARIESidF ANY*-
KIND ARE THOSE IN SCHCOLS, I SCME AREAS THERE IS NOT EVEN

A SCHCOL LIBRARY WORTHY OF THE naMg, CONSIDERABLE

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNHENT ASSTSTANCE HAS GONE TO SCHOOL AND

T¢R1 RY EDUCATI ON%L LIBRARIES 2Utv VERY LITTLE TO PUBLIC

LIBRARIES, CL'AQLY THERE IS A HZED TO CO-ORDINATE THE FUNDING

I'"l

OF SCHOOL AND GENERAL LIBRARY SERVICES IF THE BE
TG BE ACHIEVED, AGAIMN, THE WORK GF CATALOGUING LIBRARY

MATERIAL, COMPILING BIBLIOGRAPHIES AMD REFERENCE SYSTEMS(IS

" FREOUENTLY DUPLICATED IN MAMY LIBRARIES, THERE IS A NEED TO

EXAMINE WHETHER A CENTRAL CATALOGUING AND INDEXING SERVICE IS
MORE EFFICIENT. THESE ARE THE SORT OF QUESTIONS THAT HUST BE
ANSWERED 1N EVALUATING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PUBLIC LIBRA?IEQ .

AND DETERMINING THE BEST METHOD OF UNDING THEM.

ST RESULTS AREfi



PROCEEDING,

] sHOULD MENTION A FURTHER IMNITIATIVE IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A MATIOMAL INFORMATION SE ?VICE. EARLY LAST

TO CONSIDER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AUSTRALIAN LiBRARY BASED

NaT1oMAL L18RARY, IN THE BUDGET SPEECH LAST YEAR THE THEN
TREASURER ANMOUNCED AM ALLOCATION OF MORE THAN $1 MILLION

"FOR A FEASIB’LITY'STUDY INTO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH A

I

| SERVICE. i AVDING IVThQ DEDHQT“’NIAL POWWITTLE HAS BEEJ

APPOINTED TO SUPLRVISC TH:SE STUDTCS. ITS{IPQUIRI:S ARE -

I
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WILL SEE A BDO‘D AND CONSiéTENT THC‘E - AN Ci"l"!‘i/\STS dN'THE
893-13 or IW"7“ }ATIOMN, ON WfDEP ACCESS TO INrCPMATION, AND
WITHIN THIS CONTEXT, A CGENERAL CULTIVATIOMN OF LIT RACY AND
CU'!U E I DG MOT PRETEND THAT EVERYTHING IN THIS AREA

BEARS DIRECTLY. CN THE WORK OF LIBRARIANS, BUT OUR SUPPORT
 FOR LIBRARIES — A SUPPORT SPECIFICALLY PROCLAIMED IN MY

POLICY SPéECH in 1977 - IS5 PART OF THIS PROCESS., JHERE IS,
FOR EXAMPLE, A CLEAR LINK TO BE SEEN RETWEEN OUR CONCERN EOR
THZ MEDIA AND OUR CGOMCERN FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION,

el
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YEAR THE GOVERNMENT APPOINTED AN INTER"DEPARTMENTAL.COMMITTEE

INFORMATION SERVICE, THIS AROSE FROM A PROPOSAL MADE BY THE -

iZ EXAMINES THE RECORD OF THIS GOVERNMENT ONE . .-




I EVIDENCE OUR INITIATIVES IN ACCESS RADIO AND ETHNIC RADIO
STATIONS, I} OUR EXPANSION OF EDUCATIOMAL OPPORTUNITIES AT
ALL LEVELS, IN THE PRIMACY WE GIVE TO rAPLIAhcwx AS THE
HIGHEST FORUM OF OPEN POLITICAL DEBATE, IN THE ESFABLISIWFNT
OF THE AUSTRALIA COUNCIL WITH ITS LITVRATUR: BOARD
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF AUSTRALIAN WRITING,

IN OUR SUPPORT FOR AUTHORS THRCUGH THE GRANTING OF A PUBLIC

.’fLENDIVG RIGHT, IN TH: ~IBERALISA;ION CF CENSORSHIP, 1IN OUR-

GENERAL F FUNDING OF THE ARTS, IN OUR CONCERN FOR THE

- PRESERVATICN OF NATIONAL AQPHIVES AND THz NATIONAL rbTQTE, B

- I:SUGGEST THAT THROUGH ALL THESE POLICY I“ITIATIV S THERE
CRUNS A CONSISTENT THREAD oF EHLIGHTENMENT,- I Is CERTAINLY :
MY HOPE THAT GOVERMMENTS }QF WHATEVER POLITICAL COLOUR WILL

BE JUZGED AS HUCH BY'THEER POLICIES Ifl THESE AREAS AS BY

THEIR POLICIZS IN MORE PRACTICAL AMD CONVENTIONALfFIELDS,a
[T 75 HERE THAT OUR COMMITMENT TO THE HIGHEST VALUES OF

DCuCZ CY AND CIVILIZATION‘IS REVEALED,

.. /10
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THE FUTURE OF YOUR PROFESSION IS FULL OF PROMISE
OF CHANGE AND INNOVATION, MoDzRy COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY AND
METHODS OF DATA PROCESSING OFFER REMARKASLE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MORE EFFICIENT LIBRARY AND ‘ﬂ"ORPATIOM‘SEQVICES;.
THERE IS A MUCH‘GRE =R AWAQZNESS = AMONG GOVrRVM NTS AMD
AMONG THE PUBLIC .- OF THE IMPORIANCE OF THE LIBRARY IN

'B?OADENING QUR KVOWLEDGE; ELEVATING OUR STAMDARDS OF TASTE

~ AND CULTURE AND SAFﬂ UARDING CUR E ?A»IC VALUFS._iTHE
" L18RARY ASSCCIATION OC HUSTRALIA HAS A uQLAT ROLE TO PLAY
IM FURTHERIHG iHIS P?OC:SD, IN I\,uOVIWG THL STATUS OF

"YOUR PROFES O,J IN PRO“OTIVG,.ESTABL SHING AND 14 OVING o |

"LIBRARY SERYICE '"m SHORI’, IM FULFILLING THE NOBU: o
- OBJECTIVES GF YOUR CHARTER. .

n
B3
%




