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PRIME MINISTER’S QUEENSLAHD BROADCAST NO. 18/«

THE SENATE TNOQUISITION

20 JULY 1975

- THIS WEEK WE HAVE SEEN YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE
oF THE OPPOSITION'S CONTEMPT FOR PARLIAMENTARY PRINCIPLES

AND ESTABLISHED POLITICAL CONVENTIONS;» ONEVHAS TO KEEP -

RETURNING TO THIS THEME BECAUSE THESE PRINCIPLES., THESE
CONVENTIONS AREN'T JUST DRY LEGAL FORMALITIES‘-‘THEY ARE |
THE BASIC RULES OE THEAPOLITICAL QAM%X EVER SINCE WE CAME
TO OFFICE THE OPPOSITION HAS BEEN BREAKING THESE RULES'H
WHENEVER IT SUITS THE@K. THEY HAVE REJECTED LEGISLATION

IN THZ SENATE FOR WHICH THE PEOPLE HAVE VOTED: THEY'VE.

REFUSED SUPPLY TO THE ELECTED GOVERNMENT: THEY'VE
REFUSED TO FOLLGH THZ CONVENTION ABOUT FILLING CASUAL.
VACANCIES IN THE S szATgK IT's ALL PART OF THE SAME
WRETCHED PATTERMNg LAST WEEKEND THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
AUSTRALIA SHOWED %=AT THEY THOUGHT OF AN UPPER House
0BSTRUCTING POPULAR LEGISLATION WHEN THEY RETURNED DON
DunsSTAN'S GOVERNMENT FOR ANOTHER TER%K BuT THIS WEEK THE

OpposiTioN IN CAN3ERRA HAVE BEEN AT IT AGAHV( THEY HAVE

" DRAGGED PUBLIC SERVANTS THROUGH A POLITICAL INQUISITION

IN THE SENATE—AND NOW THEY'RE THREATENING TO DO THE SAME

MITH PRIVATE CITIZEN%K THEY HAVE UNDERMINED THE TRADITIONAL.

NEUTRALITY AND INTEGRITY OF THE PuBLIC SERvich THEY HAVE
IGNORED THE PRINCIPLE THAT MINISTERS ALONE, MINISTERS
ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE, ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACTIONS OF
A GOVERNMENT.
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QUESTICN  THAT OPPOSITION MEMBERS HAVE PUT TO US IN THE
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You SHOULD HOT BE FOOLED BY THE OPPOSITION LINE
THAT WHAT WAS AT STAKE THIS WEEK WAS THE SUPREMACY OF
PARLIAHENT OVER THE BUREAUCRACYy THE SUPREHACY OF
PARLIAHENT 1S PRECISELY WHAT MY GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN
DtFENDINGn( LET'S 6O BACK TO THE BEGINHING AND SEE HOW
THIS DEPLORABLE BUSINESS BEGANX AFTER THE PARLIAVENT
ROSE FOR ITS WINTER RECESS THE OPPOSITION AND THE PRESS

BEGAN MAKING WILD ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OVER .

CERTAIN OVERSEAS LOAN NEGOTIATIONSX LEAKED DOCUMENTS.
FABRICATED DOCUMENTS, DOCUMENTS FOR WHICH NEWSPAPERS HAD
PAID HANY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS BEGAN APPEARING IN THE PRESS
AMID A GREAT CHORUS OF ALLEGATIONS AND UNSUBSTANTIATED | |
CHARGES AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND PARTICULAR MINISTERSy

I DECIDED THAT PARLIAMENT WAS THE PROPER PLACE FOR THESE | A
CHARGES TO BE MADE AMND DFBATED§< S0 I RECALLED THE PARLIAMENT
FOR A SPECIAL SITTI vr(' 1IND YOU, WE HAD ALREADY GIVEN

. THE PARLIAMENT 0ST -CF. THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATURE

AND PURPOSES OF OUR LOAN NEGOTIATIONSY But 1 DECIDED THAT
T (O
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ITICN SHOULD HAVE THE FULLEST OPPORTUNITY
TO QUESTION TH=z GOYERNMENT, DEBATE THE ISSUE FURTHER AND

—

“AXE ANY CHARGES THEY HISHEQX DURING THAT SPECIAL-SITTING
THE COVERMMENT MASE AVAILABLE SCORES or DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS
RELATING TO THE LOANWS ISSU%K~ WE HAVE ANSYWERED NEARLY EVERY

PARLIAMENT AMD EVERY QUESTION WILL:- BE ANSWERED THROUGH THE

NORMAL PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURESX DURING THE SPECIAL SITTING
oF THE House THE 0PPOSITION FAILED TO SUBSTANTIATE ANY
SPECIFIC CHARGE OFFILL:GALITY OF IMPROPRIETY AGAINST THE

GOVERNMENT OR ANY MINISTEQX NO SPECIFIC CHARGE WAS
SUBSTANTIATED: NO SPECIFIC CHARGE WAS EVEN MADE.
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Mow 17 THE OPPOSITION REALLY WANTED TO PURSUE THIS
MATTER IT £33 EVERY RIGHT TO DO SO THROUGH THE NORMAL
PROCESSES 7 PARLIAMENT}< THOSE PROCESSES WERE BY NO MEANS
.EXHAUSTED\< THEY CAN NEVER BE EXHAUSTED INSTEAD THEY
_ DECIDED TO SUBJECT SENIOR AND RESPECTED RUBLIC SERVANTS
TO AN UNNECESSARY AND HUMILIATING INQUISITION}: THeY.
TRIED TO TURN THE SENATE INTO A STAR CHAMBERx IT WAS A PURE
'POLITICAL STUNT, AND WE WEREN'T GOING TO HAVE A BAR OF THOSE
TACTIC%X' Wz WEREN'T GOING TO ALLOW PUBLIC 'SERVANTS TO
BE DRAGGED 3I7CRE THE SENATE AND INTERROGATED ON MATTERS
FOR WHICH THIY ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE AND CANVOT BE .
RES#ONSIBL;;; IINISTERS ALONE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
GOVERMMENT'S ACTIONSY NINISTcRS ALONE ARE ANSWFRABLE
TO THE PARLIARENTy | L

So TrI3 1S THE SITUATION: 'rHe*”gghAfE"; HAS SAT

FOR THREE DA¥S NCW, AND THE OPPOSITION HAS FAILED TO
TURM UP A SIILZ EW FACT OR MAKE A SINGLE SPECIFIC
ALLEGATION G T=I3 ATTER DESPITE ALL THE OPPORTUNITIES
GIVEN TG THEMy T THEY GO ON WASTING THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS
A DAY I PUBLIC “CNZY KEEPING THE SENATE IN SESSIONy THEY
HAVE BRCUGHT 23T PUBLIC SZRVANT HALFWAY RCUND THE WORLD

FOR THIS RIDICILOUS PIECE OF GRANDSTANDINGy THEY HAVE

(3]

'WASTED THZ TIME OF SENIOR PUBLIC SERVANTS AMD MINISTERSy
THEY HAVE ALRZADY DELAYED THE GOVERNMENT'S WORK ON THE
BUDGEEK AND iLL FOR NOTHING! ALL FOR A FUTILE, CYNICAL
EXERCISE IN WITCHHUNTING AND INTIMIDATIONs, ALL FOR A
FISHING EXPEDITION TO HELP THE OPPOSITION'S POLITICAL
PURPOSE%}( IT IS AN UTTER ABUSE OF PARLIAHENTARY PRACTICE,
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I HAYE ALREADY QUOTED WHAT SIR ROBERT MENZIES
SAID ABOUT EXPOSING SENIOR PUBLIC SERVANTS TO A PARLIAMENTARY
INQUISITIONX (ZRE ARE SOME OTHER WORDS OF SIR ROBERT
flenzIES ON THIS QUESTION: '

“CiVIL SERVANTS OUGHT NOT TO BE DRAGGED INTO
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE..,IT WOULD BE DEPLORABLE
TO HAVE THEIR NAMES AND VIEWS BANDIED ABOUT IN
PARLIAMENT, THUS INVOLVING THE CIVIL SERVANT MUCH
AGAINST HIS WILL IN PARTY POLITICAL'CONTROVERSY." :

| THosz vieRE S1R ROBERT MCNZIES VIENS( AND SIR
ROBERT IS NOT THZ ONLY: LIBERAL POLITICIAN WHO HAS SUPPORTED
OUR STAND PN THIS 4ATTER}’ ALL GOVcRNVENTS HAVE TAKEN THE v1=w
THAT PUBLIC SERVANTS AND THE GOVLQNMFNT S LAW OFFICERS CANNOT
REVEAL DETAILS C2 BE QUESTIONED ON CONFIDENTIAL GOVERNMcNT
DISCUSSIONS)- THAT OPINION WAS SUPPORTED IN A PARLIAMENTARY
PAPER PREPAéED 101558 BY SENATOR GREENWOOD, THE FOR4:R

| LizsraL ATT020ME ;—;-w RAL, AND BY MR EL'ICOTT, 'THE FORMER

SorL1ciToR-GENMERAL 24D 1OW A LEADING SPOK:SMAN FOR THE OPPOSITIONk/

For The LIBERALS X% PERFECTLY WELL THAI' ANY GOVERNMFNT -
- Lasor oR LIB:RAL ) TO DEAL CONSTANTLY WITH “PUBLIC
SERVANTS OM EVERY MATTZR, AND IF PUBLIC SERVANTS BREACH T“
PRINCIPLES OoF CC‘.’;D:‘IIIALITY THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF GOV:RNMENT

BECOM MES UNwoq<ﬂ3__¥r AnD GOVERNMENTS ARE FORMED IN THE
House oF Reprzse:i “ATIV:St' You won'T FIND THESE STAR CHAMBER
 TACTICS IN THE SoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BECAUSE GOVERNMENTS
THERE ALWAYS HAYE A MAJORITYye THIS IS A TECHNIQUE. THAT CAN
QNLY BE USED TO EMBARRASS A GOVERNMENT THAT LACKS A MAJORITY
IN THE SENATEkr [T HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH'FACT-FINDIN@%.
IT IS A PURE POLITICAL EXERCISE." | - |
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WE 54vZ TO REMEMBER THAT PARLIAMENTARY INQUISITIONS
OF THE KinZ Txt OPPOSITION 1S SEEKING = OR EVEN
RovAL COi415310MS FOR THAT MATTER, HOWEVER RESPECTABLE
THEY SOUND - ARE QUITE FOREIGN TO THE FORMS AND
PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED OVER MANY CENTURIES TO APPLY
THE LAW OF THE LANDv IT'S TRUE THAT PARLIAMENT HAS CERTAIN
POWERS IN DEFENCE OF ITs OWN PRIVILEGES. BUT THAT'S A |
DIFFERENT MATTER: AND IN ANY CASE, THE PRIVILEGES OF
PARLIAMENT A% FCR BOTH HOUSES TO DETERMINE, NOT JUST

VTHE SENATiy I GATHER THAT WHAT THE OPPOSITION IS

DESPERATELY SIZXING IN THIS CASp IS SOME EVIDEMCE OF

CRIME OR PALDDHCTICQK BUT . IF A PERSON IS ACCUSED OF ¢};~

A CRIME HE IS =NTITLED TO HAVE PROPER NOTICc OF THE
CHARGE AGAINST #IM, TO BE TRIED BY A COURT WHICH CAN
APPLY THE RULZT CF ZVIDENCE AND, IF HE'S GUILTY, S
IMPOSE SOM= .EDALTtK' SIMILARLY, IF A PERSON HAS BROKEN
SoMz CIVIL LA- =2 IS ENTITLED TO THE SAME RIGHTS AND '
PRIVILEGES? -

)

-%3Z MAY BE HEARD BEFORE A JUDGE AND THE
FACTS DETERMINZIZ Z7 A JURY)( THE SENATE OR A RovaL
CorMiSSION CAN TO MTNE OF THESE lHINGSv A RovaL COMMISSIOV
HA3S NO PCWER TC ZIYE VERDICTS OR MAKE JUDGMENTS\» IT

CAN'T FIND PEQPLE GUILTY OR NOT GUILT%K~ IT CAN'T AWARD
DAMAGES~OR~IMTOSETSENTENCES. [TS FINDINGS HAVE NO .
FORCE IN LAW ¥ZATEVER,  AS FOR THE SENATE, |

IT'S BOUND BY 10 RULES AT ALL., NO RULES OF EVIDENCE,
NO RULES OoF DPOCEDUREX' IT CAN DO WHATEVER IT LIKES,
WHATEVER A MAJOQITY OF PARTY POLITICIANS DECIDFK IMAGINC IT -

“TRIAL BY POLITICIANS, TRIAL BY LIBERAL AND COUNTRY PARTY SENATORS!
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i 350ULD BE DEEPLY ALARMED WHEN PUBLIC SERVANTS
OR PRIVA*E CITIZENS CAN BE HAULED BEFORE A POLITICALLY
MOTIVAIED CHAMBER TO SERVE THE INTERESTS OF A POLITICAL

PARTXX. THIS IS A VERY SINISTER AND DANGEROUS ABUSE

oF PARLIAMENT'S POWERSy ONCE WE START SUMMCNING PRIVATE

CITIZENS FOR POLITICAL ENDS WHEZRE IS IT GOING TO STOP?‘
Z SAFE FROM POLITICAL INTERROGATION? THE

£t

MHo wiLL
SENATE HAS SI7 A DIRE AND PERHAPS DISASTROUS PRECEDENT .
IN ITS ACTIONS THIS JCE§Kr PARLIAMENT HAS ITS ROLE TO
PLAY IN OUR DZMOCRACY: THE PURLIC SERVICE HAS ITS
ROLE; = THE CCURTS HAVE THEIR R0L5< THOSC ROLES

ARE SEPARATZ =D’ DISFINCE& We MUST NOT ALLOW AN
ANT1-GOVERMMENT MAJORITY IN ONE HOUSE OF PARLIAMLNT

TO DESTROY T=I INTESRITY OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE OR
BYPA3S OR USL=P THEZ FUNCTIONS OF THE COURTSY
THAT WAY LISS C=335 AND TYRANNY.,




