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LAST FRIDAY. wWITH THE PREMIER OF NEw SouTH WALES AND THE
Lorp MAYOR o7 SYDNEY, I SIGNED AN AGREEMENT BY WHICH

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE $17 MILLION FOR
THE RESIDENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT OF H0OLOOMCOLOO,

THERE 1S A 3ISNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THAT
OCCASION 4.2 THIS., BOTH BRING TO AT LEAST PARTIAL
FRUITION, UNTDEIRTAKINGS MADE IN 1972,

THOSE UNDERTAKINGS MEANT A REVERSAL OF EXISTING PLANS
UNDER THE PRZv10US GOVERNMENT. [T WAS PROPOSED,

YOU WILL REASM3ER, THAT NEW COMMONWEALTH OFFICES WERE
TO BE BUILT 3 J0OLOCMOOLOO - A FULL TWO MILES FROM

752 SypNey 3,705, THAT WAS HARDLY A MODEL OF
DECENTRALISATICN, 1T TOOK NO ACCOUNT OF THE GROWING
PRESSURE OM T=Z FACILITIES AND SERVICES OF THE

CENTRAL CIiT/ 333 AND OF ITS TRANSPORT SYSTEM,

1T TOOK MO ~CZIuNT OF THE SPECIAL CHARACTER OF YlooLoomooLoo
AS A RESIDENTIAL AREA, " IT TOOK NO ACCOUNT OF THE

CONVENIENCZ Z3 AVAILABILITY OF STAFF. IT Took NO
ACCOUNT OF T== PLACE AND PACE OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE
METROPOLIT~' ~REA OR OF THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE IN
THE WESTE=S =Z3I0N,




So FriDAY'S OCCASION AND TODAY'S BOTH FULFIL SPECIFIC
UNDERTAKINGS GIVEN BY Tom UREN AND ME IN 1972,

THERE 1S MORE TO IT THAN THAT HOWEVER.  BOTH

THESE MATTERS REPRESENT A CRUCIAL PART OF OUR WHOLE

* PROGRAM - OUR BELIEF THAT THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

MUST BE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE PLACES WHERE MOST
AUSTRALIANS LIVE, IN CITIES AND CENTRES;

IT'S FITTING ENOUGH THAT THIS FIRST PART OF THE
AusTRALIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICES IN PARRAMATTA - THE
TAxATiON CENTRE - SHOULD BE OPENED ON THE LAST DAY
OF THZ FINANCIAL YZAR AND READY FOR BUSINESS ON THE

FIRST DAY OF T=E MW SINANCIAL YEAR,  THERE ARE
00 sTAFF ¢= 7= “axaTioN OFFice ALREADY HERE.
THIS OFFICI SZ5SIIZNTS THE FIRST MAJOR PRACTICAL STEP

TCHAARDS IMPLZYEXNTINZ CUR POLICY OF DISPERSING THE

SUZLIC SERVIST T IU3-METROPOLITAN AND REGIONAL AREAS.
THIS OFFICE #23% =it BE THE LARGEST BRANCH OF ANY
DEPARTMENT ©F T=Z ~USTRALIAN PuBLIC SERVICE OUTSIDE

CANBERRA. A5 732 A3 THE TAXATION OFFICE ITSELF

IS CONCERNES, THIS MOVE IS THE FORERUNNER OF A PLANNED
DISPERSAL TO CENTRES IN CAMPBELLTOWN. ALBURY-NODONGA, AND

70 DaNDENONG AND BROADMEADOWS IN MELBOURNE.
THIS CENTRE ITSELF IS EVENTUALLY PLANNED TO HOUSE
5.000 PUBLIC SERVANTS.




ONE VERY © =C3TANT ASPECT OF THIS PROGRAM OF DISPERSAL

IS TO BRE:x SCWN ANY FALSE BARRIERS BETWEEN THE

PUBLIC SZ3¥:CE AND THE = COMMUNITY WHICH IT SERVES

AND OF WHICH IT IS AN INTEGRAL PART.  THERE IS

NOTHING MORE UNREAL. IN SOCIAL TERMS, IN ECONOMIC TERMS,
IN POLITICAL TERMS., THAN TO DRAW DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN
PUBLIC EM«;:v::s AND PRIVATE EMPLOYEES,

E HAVE A 14D ECONOMY AND EACH SECTOR OF THE ECONOMY

IS INTERDEFINZENT,  THIS BUILDING MAY BE A GOVERNMENT
BUILDING, 3UT IT*S COMPLETION DEPENDS UPON SCORES

OF PRIVATE CONTRACTS - THE BUILDING ITSELF, THE EQUIPMENT
IN IT, THE SERVICING OF IT AND THE PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN IT.
A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF WHAT IS CALLED 'GOVERNMENT SPENDING'
ENDS UP IN Z2CT AS PRIVATE ‘SPENDING. |

HZ DISTINCTIZw 3=vWEZN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS

IS ZSUALLY =3Il w=IN IT COMES TO EMPLOYMENT,

FoR =xaMpr=, '="I3aNX COMES IN TOMORROW - OR AT LEAST
IN [lz4 SouT= =213, PART OF T, How UNREAL 1T IS
TO SUGGEST —=aT CFFICERS. IN THE PRIVATE HEALTH FUNDS.
BECAUSE CL233:=IZD AS PRIVATE EMPLOYEES, ARE IM SOME

WAY DIFFERZ.7T. MORE PRODUCTIVE THAN THEIR COLLEAGUES

in MeEpizan<, .INﬁEED LARGE NUMBERS OF EMPLOYEES HAVE
TRANSFERRZZ ==CM ONE BUREAUCRACY, IF YOU LIKE, TO
ANOTHER: “IITZ2DAY'S PRIVATE FUND EMPLOYEE IS TOMORROW&
MEDIBANK'S E??LOYEE; HIS VALUE TO THE COMMUNITY REMAINS
THE SAME: THE COMMUNITY.PAYS‘NOT ONE CENT MORE FOR

HIS WOR% OR FCR THE SYSTEM IN WHICH HE WORKS., |
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ANOTHER £::#PLE - THE EMPLOYEES IN THIS BUILDING ARE
NOT ONLY -.SLIC SERVANTS, BUT TAXPAYERS LIKE THE REST
OF THE CC™UNITY, EVEN THE TAX COLLECTOR PAYS INCOME

TAX. It A COUNTRY LIKE AUSTRALIA. WHERE ONE

QUARTER OF US ARE ON THE PUBLIC PAYROLL - FEDERAL.
STATE OR LSCAL - IT IS A VERY FALSE DIVISION INDEED
TO MAKE BITSZEN PRIVATE EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.
[ FIND IT .07 ONLY UNREAL, BUT RATHER REPREHENSIBLE

“AS AN ATTZvZ7T 70 DIVIDE A COMMUNITY ON A VERY FALSE

AMD FOOLISH DISTINCTION, | CANNOT SEE TO WHOSE
ADVANTAGE 1T 1S, POLITICALLY OR ANY QTHER WAY,
TO GENERATE THIS DIVISION, TO CREATE THIS DISTINCTION.

THE 1DEA 0F T2 AuSTRALIAM PUBLIC SERVICE BEING AN

ISOLATED EL:7= 7N CAN3ERRA IS A MYTH.

Tez 2206224 -F =Z233TVINTAL DISPERSAL IN AREAS LIKE
THIS 50 THA™ SUZLT= ITIVANTS ARE SEEN TO BE WHAT
THEY TRULY -== — A 3ZAL AND INDISPENSABLE PART OF
CTHE REAL CI¥2™TT7 AND OF THE WHOLE COMMUNITY -

WiLL, I TRUST. =EL? DISPEL THAT MYTH.



I HAVE SaS THAT THIS BUILDING PUTS INTO PRACTICE OUR
BELIEF IN “ATIONAL INVOLVEMENT, NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

IN AUSTRALIAN CITIES AND CENTRES, THERE IS OF COURSE,
ANOTHER SIDE TO THE COIN, WHEN THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT |
.BECOMES INVGLVED, IT MUST ALSO SHARE RESPONSIBILITY

FOR THE LGC:L CONSEQUENCES OF ITS PLANS,

THE GROWT= ~=AT COMES FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A

CENTRE LIKS T=iS AND OUR OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGION
PLACES ADDITICMAL PRESSURE ON LOCAL RESOURCES AND

! .
LOCAL SERVACZEZS, .

THERE FAS T5 3T A FOLLOW THROUGH AND'AiFOLLow—UPf
[ ACj/OWL_JCE TH1S AND THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT

12CEATS ITT SZISCNSISILITIES, THERE/WILL BE A NEED
?7fouT*va \Z 1L3SE CO-OPERATION. BETWEEN THE
F?EE;AL GovesmezuT, T2 STATE GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL
SOVERNMENT, L7 1 #IZHT GIVE A NEGA%IVE EXAMPLE, lv
LONG WAY T=I» FARRAMATTA - TOWNSVILL& \\
E GREAT ==T~- IN TOWNSVILLE IN THE LAST DECADE \\\
HAS SPRUNG SIZCTLY FROM NATIONAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES ®
AND ACTIVITIZS -~ THE ARMY BASE. THE AIR FORCE BASE,

\.

THE Univezz:iTy. THE MARINE INSTITUTE o WE UNDERTOOK

IN 1972 72 2<= TOWNSVILLE, ALONG WITH ALBURY- WOUONGA,

A NEW GRCWT- ZEINTRE - THAT IS TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY

FOR THE 3USZENS ON LOCAL SERVICES AND_AMEVITIES RESUL(ING
FROM NATICNAL ACTIVITY. S \\\'
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NON-C0-022=57;0N BY THE GOVERNMENT IN THAT STATE

HAS SO FAR THWARTED THAT UNDERTAKING, IT IS CRUCIAL
FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS REGION

THAT WE HAVE CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE THREE LEVELS

OF GOVERNMZMT HERE,

IF THAT IS =2RTHCOMING., THE PROGRAMS OF AWHICH THIVS
CENTRE IS ..37 A PART, ONE OF THE'FIRST FRUITS,
WILL WORK Z:E.‘iUI.\IELY FOR THE WELL‘BEINC OF THIS
HISTORIC G'l:?(, ITS -PEOPLE AND THE REGION .:ITSELF.‘




