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Mr President, .

The Australian Delegation wishes to take this
opportunity of congratulating you on your unanimous
election to the important role of President of
the first World Conference of International
Women's Year. We are convinced that your
perspicacity and insight, your unfailing tact
and infectious good humour, will all help to
ensure that our discussions are to the point,
business-like and fruitful.

I would also like to extend the Australian
Delegaticn’s congratulations to the other members
of the bureau and express to the Mexican
Government our thanks for their gensrous
gesture in hosting this conference, which we
hope will b2 one of historical significance.

We listened with great interest to the
_addresses in the first plenary session of this
" conference yesterday morning. That delivered

by the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
Dr. Waldheim, was indszed thought-provoking.

The comprehensive address which followed, given
by His Exca2llency the President of Mexico,
contained a number of concapts which attracted
the attention of my delegation: Perhaps the
most interesting was the President's exposition
of the-marginality of women in society.

' There are some amongst 'us here today who
believe, pessimistically, that this conference
will achieve very little, others who are
concerned that this conference will be ,
unnecessarily politicised, yet others who query
our ability to produce a concise and sensitive
world plan of action. Australia is not amongst
the pessimists. In recent years we have worked
hard to bring about change in our own country
and have learnt much from our successes as well
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as from our failures., We are mora than happy to
share ouxr sexperlenca2s and to beuefit from the
exparience of others but we do not want this
conzercance to degenerate into a neadless and
time-wasting series of comparison of
achieveinents. We do neot deny'th3 value of
learning from cach cther's efforts and
strategies but there is simply not the time

"to listen to langthy enunsrations of national
progroms - this i3 an international conference,
our task hers is to forus on fundamental issues
and, more importantly, to develop strategiss
which will provide a framzwork for the :
achievement of our universally kriown goals.

"XE£ this vonference is to be serious in
maintaining that there is scmething wrong with
the pesition of women in society, then we have
two immediate and important tasks. irstly
we have to analyse tha situaticn and see why
At is wrong and spgcndly we must work out
strategizs for changing that situation. The
clearest analysis which has been developed and
one which cuts across cultural and social
differences within and between countries is
that which describes thz inferior position
of women as arising from sexism.

We must cease being afraid to use these
words. Sexism is the artificial ascription
of roles, kehaviour and even personalitieo
to pecple on the basis of their sex alone
This does not simply create differsnces
but inequalitie We none of us live in, and
it is inooss-ble to imagine llVlng in, a
non-sexist society,

The fact that women as a group are
suppos2d to have and indeed are forced to
have, in many subtle and not so subtle ways,
a different kind of personality, a different
pattern ol behaviour as_a groupn. has
consequancas for their positicn in society.

"It is evident to all of us that we live
in societies which are ruled by men - in other
words, our socieites are patriarchal. This
must also mean that our *"womanly virtues"
are not those virtues which are rewarded by
society, that our enforced differences are
not as hallowed or valued as they are said
to be. But of course it is such a subtle
proces3 - a colonization by mute consent -
that although we-.have in the past accepted
these patriarchal values it is still
difficult for us to see the way out.




To attempt to work out strategies for
changing this situaticn must therefoxe, be
our primarvy task at this conferenca. It will
be slow and scmstimes painful to come to tarus
with the reality of our prcoblem, which requ. ves
as much a revolution in the heads of peopla
as it does the modification of the structurszs
which reinforce these destructive values.

The themes of this conference are
egquality, peace and development. The Australian
Delegation dozss not believe, however, that
these are separate issues to be dealt with
in isolation from each other.

For many years, the emphasis in
developed countries has baen on political:
rights, but it has been the experiance of the
women in the industrialised countries that
econoinic rights are as Jmportant if not more
so thau political ones. VWe consider that
a demand for a new international economic
orxder is far from a peripheral issue to the
“debates at this confereace.

What corcerns us is that in the
discussion of the need for a new international
econonic orcder and of +the charter of economic
rights and duties of states, little attention
has been given to the role women are to play
in formulating and implementing this demand nor
to the fac: that women as well as men must
benefit from tnis revolution. There must be
a recogniticn that economic and social justice
for women must g2 hand in hand with overall
econecmic progress. ,

Wnen practical, constructive and
realistic proposals emerge from the on-going
debates on the new international economic order,
women must not only not be forgotten, but
their present oppression and subjugation
‘must be recognissd and steps taken to correct
them. Measures must be discovered which
help women to help themselves towards
participation in and bernefit from the develop-
ment process., »

Women's involvement in establishing the
new internaticnal economic order must be more
than mere vague exhortations, insincere
rhetoric and token gestures. The specific
problems and experiences cf women, including
the poorest and least articulate, must be
understood. If this is to be done with
honesty it means asking and involving women
themselves. Sensitivity must be shown
towards those women - the vast majority of
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woraen throughout the world wvhose voices are
not bz2ing heard by the decision makers.

it is impor*ant that these problems not

2 sazsn throegh the eyes of developed countries
alcne. At the ssive time 2arch of us are
sensitive to the fact Lthabt wa are best gqualified
to sp=ak g~0ut cur cwn e p&r:cnces and to the
need toc shteess that the sconomic deveiopment
which has obourr

ed in our country has not
brought with it ungualified advantages for

Australian women,

g cf th=a western economic
¢ countriss ne longer
5
oD

hamnful effacts on the
ly now being zaoognised.

seelns aesl
T

lives of woinan are

conomic growth toco often requires
io

the introduction of mass tachnology, capital
intensiva te

a
.
chnicques and crganisation and,
genarally, th2 traensfor awav frcm womsn of
their tradicional and economically productive
place in the society, relegating them to a

marginal and despendent existence. Women
thereby lose that econcmic independence the

tradicionaliy had.

*h capital intensive development,
~ment and underemploywont hits women
. Tha Zcopomic Commission for Latin
‘s dsclaration, amonjst others, points
Tmat ungexr the prevu1$;ig cenditions of
sorpius, legislative attempts to
aTamTs2 emal opportunitias for women have
amclisocus conseguances ak best: conszquenczs
which zzinZorce the part played by tradition,
custcon, cultures, convention and laws in
conspiring o dz2icat development. The
documsnis fvom the African, Asian and Latin
Amexican regionali conferences all stress this.
Those women who reiact the western
pattern cf devalonnent - the increasingly
larger institutions, distant worknlaces,
inflex2ble hours, a dehumanised environment

which suppress2s the sccial. spiritual and
culturil lives of its workers -~ must work
towards patterns of develonment which do not
demand productivity and efficiency at any cost.

Efficiency in its common and harsh
"meaning is inimical to diversity. innovation,
creativity and lisprovisaticn which are
pre-requigsites of true ecoromic growth and
develcpnent.
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Developuwent: must not, as has happened
in davelopad countries, make tha personal a
fermale province and then deprive women of the
eccnomic and political power necessary to
d_o--oy the dichotomy batwzen the personal
and the politimal, the nome -and the workplace,

-

the breadwinner and the homemaker.

In our view a new world econcmic oxrder
must lead to new and culturally aporopriate
concepts of de vmlopmdn» Laszed upon an
interrelationship betwean social and econcnmic
factoxrs. :

Having said this, however, we believe
that improvements in the lives of women
carrot and mu3at not await the ountcome of
delirerations oun tha new aconomic order.
It seems clear €5 us that women throughout
the world want action now and that this can
be achieved within present resource limitations
and boundaries by a resetting of priorities
as well as a realisation of the importance of
-women in themszlves as well as to development.

Women share with ma2n the responsibility
for establishing a just international order
wiitrout which true peace cannot ke achieved.
we —=3T no% forget th= women who have fought,
:nd time ggain, for such an order and

f
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trose who are fighting still. But such is

ta c2dv that even when womea and men fight
toz r a3 prother and sxotor to free them-
ge_vzz and thelr people. too oftan the new
socizTv ben2iits women no more than the old.
Theiz Drothers in the atruggle carry within
them the rcootg of treason: the myths and
prz-:dices which keep women in their place

However we might struggle for a n2w order,
the respo ns*b*lxuy which we as womsn bear will
be exercised in a diffarent way, for we bring
to tne negotiating table different experiences.
Wecmen  like the peoples of the third world,
know the effects of cppra2ssion: oppression 1s
the bitter brezad of our daily lives. This
insignt, born of experisnce, must not continue
to te considered irrelevant to the attainment
of pzace: It is this insight alone, gained
through the anguish of violence and oppression,
which justifies the linking of women with peace.

Peace settlements, &s well as peace
negotiations, have ccnsistently disregarded the
needs and wishes of vwomen who are as atfected
as men by policies for the reconstruction of
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societies and the resehtlemenc of peoples whose
lives have bean disrupted o] WAL S

ne hasis of ratism, racial discrimination,
coloniatisa and neo-colonialiam, alien donination
is similar to the basis of that violence against
wemen which we call ssxwism. It 1a baszd on the

othay hwean bzings. Patrisrchy
LREC LOYM wi COLONLGi.y PRUple. L1
onen add thalir volcas o the growing demand

ol and 1L these voirszs are heard, tonen

nic
need, which may wall b2 a learnt need. for
o

the victory will be bhat of demonstivating that
any {orxm of agucession, conflliaet or domination
is an immoral way of life.

Iin any dedbate on the nszed o attain and
maintzin p2ace among nations, it is important
to coosider = of winlence within

The recogaition and removal of
n 3
and removal of viclence internationally.

in this context, violence against women
cannot 2 ignored. 3uch violence includes :
rapve. immolation. forcad sterilisation, indecent
aJsa“1f, -ut1hulat10u, vnwantad p*egnaﬁwy
clitorectony, UNNRCeSBEAYY SUXGRrY and wife
beat.ng and snackling as well as mental violence.

iminal sssault on wormesn is not the
= 0of sick strangers. Violence against
2 mest often commitead by men known to
ictims, often fathers and husoands,
otrnerwvise respactable and acceptable
g scciety, Physical assault on
--flecﬁ" the low status of woman in

ial to then of the right to
nity. This low status 1is
ly in the parmpatration of
2Zlence, but by tha frequent
condoning, evea admirationn of

vrression of women 1wp11es
Q=R OVl wWdan by nmen

the maint
through the
The éniforcem
treating as deviant any woman who in any way
\-
[

tion of sexist values
such values by lobetllng and

doces not @
of recognic
and telents of wives and rotﬂer is mental
violence. Tha subjugation of w men within

and outside the hoeme, the lack of reccgnition

of women's work, the extrene abusss of
paychlatr*st“ who resorbt to shock treatment

and brain surgery to “normalicse” womaa who

are unhappy in their so called “proper role”, are

oo /7

t out acaepted roles, and the lack
ion of the warth, contributions
T

s esseantial towards the recognition
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as violent as any pnysical assault on

womzn. Violznce by woman to children, to
thenselves and to others, is a reaction and

a cxy for help against such mental and social
crimas. Until such time as violence against
women is recognised and understood, and
ceases, peace will remain unattainable.

Equality is a limited and possible
harmful goal. Associated with the struggle
for equality have been sone needed and just
reforms: egual pay., equal access to formal
education and vocational training, equality
under the law and equal rigints to vote and
to run for public office. The importance of
thesz rxeforms is as necessary pre-re qUISlueS
botn for the full participvation we are seeking
in the economic, social and political life of
our countries and for the dignity and
independence which are our rlghts as human
beings. :

But we can no longer delude ourselves with
the hope that formal equality, once achieved,
will eradicate sexist oppression - it could
well merely legitimise it. For there is a real
dangex, a very real dangzr, that satisfaction
with the achievement of formal ecuality will
enccu:age the belief that all problsms are
tre s s50lved. However even if formal
ecuEilTv uere to be achievad, all else still

= cvr deliberations in these comlng
wea24s, tne temptation to resort to pious
platiz:das and hollow but resounding rhetoric
will == overwnelming. Foxr the breadth of the
tasx ahaad of us, the difficulty in realising
its oractical ramifications, the unpexrturbable
ignorznce oI so many people, the power of the

structures we must combat, all militate against
us.

Even if we, each of us here, were dedicated,
sensitive and understanding, w2 could only hope
to touch the outermost limits of the experience
of most women. This realisation commits us to
enanling women to determine the shape of their
own lives, not because it 'is our favourite
political theoxy but because it is the only way
the decisions made will be the right ones.

. We women will. no longz2r be excluded from
- the sphere of decisions,- though we should
reject the concommitant domination and power,
for we have experienced the consequences.
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Vle women will no longer be relaesgated,
either hsre oc¢ in our own countries, to a
secondarv vlaca when "“hard"” politics are
being discussed as distinct from "soft”
women's issues. We reject this distinction:
it is the distiuction between the personal
and the political. It is a part of our
oppression.

We women will no longer be manipulated
for political ends, either in the international
ox in the naticnal forum, for this deprives us
of our dignity. f '

We women will no longer tolerate
paternalism, benign or otherwises, for
it deprives us of our self-hood.

This is our conference.”




