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My overscasvisit achicved threepurposes, I was able to take
part in important discussions at the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment meeling, éo rencw my personal contactls wiih President Ford,
and by visiting Peru, to cstablish for the fir.t time close

links between Australia and a South American counlry.

There can e no doubt of the Commoriwealth's srowing
impor tence as an internastional {orum. Its wembers represent
a quarter of the wvorld's people. The tiolks in Jumaica vere
the wmost productive and harmonious Coummonwealth confercence ever
held, There was a remarkaeble identity of views on many ol lhe
world's problems, including the neved Tor positive sweps Lo redress

the imbalance between rich and poor naiions.

In Vashington I had corvciel and frenk talks with President
7 all ve
ford and other American leaders, Lodli dreis ke rceady

expressions of good will tovards Australia, and assurances of

Amcrica's conlinuing commitment to her allies in our regjion.

Austrualia's relations with the U.5. have never been healthier,
Our understuonding has never been closer or mnore soundly based,
I expect in the next few days to report fully on my visitl

in a national broadcast,
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