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UvCLASSIFIED
PRESS CONFERENCE,

FOLLOWING TEXT PRIME MINISTER'S PRESS CONFERENCE, BONN, FRIDAY
17 JBNULRY,

BEGINS

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : ON BEHALF OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
BYWDESPRESSEKONFERENZ AND ON BEHALF OF THE FEDERAL PRESS OFFICE,
IT IS MY PERSONAL HONOUR AND MY PRIVILEGE TO PRESENT TO YOU,

THE PIIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA, M3 WHITLAM,

M WHITLAM

R. DID YOU HAVE aN APPOINTMENT WITH MR BREZHNEV IN MOSCOW? IF
YOU DID, COULD YOU SAY WHAT wAS DISCUSSED? IF NOT, WERE YOU GIVEN
ANY EXPLANATION WHY NOT? ' )

A, NQ APPOINTMENT WITH MR BREZHMNEV HAD BEEM ARRANGED., EACH DAY
THERE waS A MESSAGE GIVEN TO ME FROM MR BREZHNEV, I WAS TOLD ON
THY SECOND DAY THAT HE HAD A rOLD AND WAS OULT OF TOWN, -

7. FOLLOWING YOU TALKS WITH THE SOVIET LEADERS, WHAT PROSPECTS DO
YOU FEEL THERE ARE FOR A ZOME OF PEACE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN?

A. THE SOVIET LEADERS STATE THAT THEY WOULD LIKE A ZONE CF PEACE I
THE INDIAN OCEAN, THEY ALSO ADD THAT THEY wOULD LIXE A ZONE OF PEA
IN EVERY ONE OF THE WORLD'S OCEANS, YOU WILL KNOW THAT AUSTRALIA
atl, I BELIEVE, EVERY OTHER COUNTRY AROUM) THE INDIAN OCEAN HAS
VOTED AT THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN FaVOUR OF SUCH
PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE COME, ORIGINALLY, FROM SRI LANKA AND MALAYSIA,

AN MORE RECENTLY FROM PAKISTAN AND IRAM, THERE MIGHT HAVF BEEN OTHE)

SOURCES AS WELL,

R. INAUDIBLE QUESTION BUT REFERRED TO THE PRIME MINISTER'? ATTIT-
£ TO THE UNITED STATES® USE OF DIECO GARCIA AS A BaSE IK THE
INDIAN OCEAN? /2

N
C 4

7

7

&

%
bz

727

i

7.

W

.

)

2777

)

N

NI,
/%//// 74

%
%

////’//7/// 77

//

)

W

7,

%

.

N

W

7%

)

7

7
Z

Z

77

77



DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

INWARD CABLEGRAM

2-0,3N1556

6, tUSTR2aLIA, LIKE EVERY OTHER COUNTRY BORDERING THE IMDUAN OCEAN
O} SITUATED IN THE INDIAN OCEpN, HA3 OBJECTED TO THE DEVELOPNMENT OF
DTG0 GuRCIA, - AUSTRALIA AND, I SELIEVE, EVERY OTHER COUNTRY IN THE
INOIAN OQCEAN AND AROUND IT. HAS DEPLORED THE POSSIBILITY OF AM
INCREASE IN FORCES BY THE TwWO SUPER POWERS - THE UNITED STATES AND
THZ SOVIET UNION, THEY HAVE ALL SOUGHT TO ELIMINATE ANY POSSIBILITY
OF CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THEM, SOME OF YOU MIGHIN'T BE &WARE THAT

T was aSXED A QUESTION PREVIQUSLY ON THIS BY AN AUSTRALIAN CORR-
FSPOHNDENT WHO WOULD HAVE HAD THE TFXT, BUT, O0F COURSE, THE CORRES-
PONDENT WHO JUST ASKED THIS QUESTIONTAND OTHERS TOO MIGHT NOT HAVE
THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE WHICH MR XOSYGIMN AMD T ISSUED YESTER-

DAY ON THIS SUBJECT, IT STATES ¢ *'30TH SIDES EXPRESS THEIR READ-
INESS TG PARTICIPATE TOGETHER WITH ALL INTERESTED STATES ONM AN

Eqlel. BASTS IN SEEXING A FAVOURABLE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF MAK-
ING THE INDIAN OCEsM AN AREA OF PEACE IN ACCORDAMNCE WITH THE
PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAw,''

V.- DO YOU BELIEVE THE ASSURANCES GIVEN TO YOU BY MR KOSYGIN THAT
RUSSIs DOES NOT HAVE ANY BASES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN?

MR KOSYGIN DID STATE THAT AND I HAVE NO COMMENT TO MAXE ON IT,

A

Q. THIS MOINING YOU HAD A TAL¥ WITH THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR, DID

YOU DISCUSS ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND PARTICULARLY THE QUESTION OF
sUSTRALIA'S SUPPLY OF URANIUM TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY?

A. THE BUNDESKANZLER AND I DISCUSSED MANY ECONOMIC MATTERS,
0BVIOUSLY, GERMANY®S EZCONOMIC EXPERIENCE 1S OF GREAT SIGNIFICANCE
TO ANY WESTERN COUNTRY BECAUSE THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC®S SUCCESS HAS
BEEN BY FAR THE GREATEST, ECONOMICALLY, OF ALL WESTERN COUNTRIES.
WwE DID DISCUSS THE SUPPLY OF URANIUM TO EURGPEAN COUNTRIES, -
ALSC, OF COURSE, WE DTSCUSSED THE SUPPLY OF BEEF TO EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES, WE DISCUSSED THE GENSRAL QUESTION OF WHAT COMMODITIES,
PRIMARY AND MINERAL, CAN BE SUPPLIED BY AUSTRFLIS TO EURGPZAN COUN-

TRIES AUD THE GENERAL TERMS OF WHICH SUCH SUPPLIES COULD TAKE PLACE,

THIS weS THE SEVENTH VISIT THAT MY COLLEACUES AND I HAVE MaDE TO
MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY, IN EACH CASE
WE HAVE FOUND SOME EMBARRASSMENT OVER THE FACT THAT THE COMMUNITY,

A PURSUSNT TO THE C,A,P., HAS CUT OFF IMPORTS NF MEAT FROM aUSTRALIA,

NOBODY HAS JUSTIFIED THAT EXCLUSION OF AUSTRALIAN MEAT FR0Y THE
EIROPEAN MARKET. 1T 'S TRUE, WE HAVEN'T VISITED DENMSRK aND LUX-
EMBOURG, WE DON'T KNOW THEIR VIEWS, IT 1S POSSIRLE THAT LUXEMBOURC
AND DENMARK CONTROL THE C.A.P, IN EVERY COUMTRY, HOWEVER, WE

DID FIND A VERY GREAT INTEREST IN THE SUPPLY OF URANIUM &ND COAL
BECAUSE THE COMMUNITY REQUIRES KENERGY SOURCES. AUSTRALIA HAS
CONSIDERABLE ENERGY SOURCES. AUSTRALIANS, QUITE LEGITIMATELY I
BELIEVE, WANT TO DEVELOP THOSE ENERGY SOURCES a5 FAR AS PCSSIELE IN
THEIR OYN COUNTRY. SO. QUITE CLEARLY, THERE WERE MANY MATTERS THAT
WE WERE ABLFE TO DISCUSS: THE BUNDESKANZLER amp I, WE DIDW'T GET

6ROUND TO ANOTHER SUBJECT WHICH I SUPPOSE wWCULD BE OF INTEREST HERE.
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1'M TOLD THERE IS NOT ENOUGH SUGAR AVAILAZLE FOR CONSUMPTIOM IN THE
COMMUNTTY, AUSTRALIA WOULD BE ABLE TO SUPPLY SUGER TO THE COMM-
UBITY, BUT, TN THIS CASE, THE COMMUMITY 5AYS : "'OH MO, WE'LL
[NCREASE THE PRODUCTION OF OUR OWK SUGAR.'' THE WOMDERS OF THE
C.t P, NEVER CEASE TO AMAZE MF, .

. WHILE YOU WERE IN MOSCOwW, PRIME MINISTER, THE TRADE AGREEMENT
SETWTEN THE U, S, aND THE SOVIET UNION WAS CANCELLED BY THE SOVIET
UMTON,  wOULD YOU CONSIDSR THIS TO BE A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE OF
COURST ON THE PART OF SOVIET POLICY OR WOULLL YOU CONSIDER THIS, TO
3E A XTND OF TEMPOIARY EMBARRASSHTNT?

¢, 1 DC NCT BELIEVE THAT THIS REPRESENTS #MNY FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE OF
CONRSE 3Y THE SOVIET UNTON AT 4LL., THE WHOLE OF THIS QUESTION WAS
DISCUSSEL “ITH US BY MR XOSYGIN GM TUESDAY AFTERNOOMN, HT STRESSED
200n REFORE, DUIING, AND AFTER THE DISCUSSICNS NF THIS ITEM, THAT
THE SOVIET UNION wAS COMMITTED TO REINFORCINC THE PO) ICY OF

DETENTY WITH UNITED STATES AMD, [V FACT, SETWEEN ALL COUNTRIES, I
¥ COWNFIDERT THAT THeT IS SETTLED SOVIET PGLICY, AT THE SANE

TI%E, IT WAS QUITE CLEAR TO LS THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD MOT
PIEEPT THE JACKSON AMENDMENT WHICH THE UMITED STATES SENATE ATTACHED
TU THE ADMINISTRATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE

SCVIST UNION, TO USE AN AUSTRALIAN PHRASE : 1T WwaS CLEAR TO LS

Lol TUSSDeY AFTERNOON, THAT THE SOVIET UMION WOULD NOT COP THIS

AN EHONENT,

\. DURING YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH HEIR SCHMIDT THIS MOINING, WERE ANY

OTHER PROBLEMS DISCUSSED?
Ao THERE WERE SOME POLITICAL C3 DIPLOMATIC MATTERS WHICH WE DISCUSS-

5 CGF INTEREST TO NUR TWD COUNTRIES, OF COURSE,

‘. DID YOU GET THE IMPRESSION THAT REPORTS F MR BREZHNEV:S ILL-
NESS WERE & SIGN OF A POWER REALICMAENT IM THE KREMLIN WERE -
INACCURATE, OR DID YOLU SEE SOME SIGNS IMDICATING THAT THEY WERE
CORRECT?

Al

A. 1 &M NOT GOING TN SPECULATE ON SUCH MATTRRS, I°VE ALREADY TOLD

YOu ALL T KNOW,
2. A5 A RESULT OF YOUR VISIT TO WEST CEUMANY, WILL WE NOY SEE

e

[HCRTASED URANIUM EXPORTS TO WEST GERMANY?

A, MWE'VE NEVER (16DE ANY EXPORTS TO WEST GERMpNY YET adNg [ DON'T
BELIEVE THeT WEST GERMANY HAS SOUGHT TO BUY ANY URANIUM, RUT,

I MORCH OR MAYBE AT THE EAD OF FEBRUARY, THERE WILL BE 4 VISIT 3Y
BRITISH AND VERY LTKELY A5S0CIATED DUTCH A™D cE?MAN QFFICIALS TO
MISTRALTA TO DISCUSS THIS NUESTICM OF EMPICHMEINT OF AUSTHRALIGN

URANIUM IN aUSTRALIA, THIS 1S PURSUANT TC AN AQQA}EEMENT WHICH WAS
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MeLE SETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND Japal IM MOVEMSER FOR A FEASIBILITY STUDY
0T THIS VERY QUESTION, [ HAVE JUST BEEN REMINDED BY OUR STAAT-
SSEMIETAR FUR MINERALIEN UND ENMERGIE THAT THSRE HAVE BEEN SOME

AP 23 ACHES BY GERIMAN COMPANIES TO BUY URANIUM FROM AUSTRALTA, RBUT
NO 5ALES HAVE BEEN MADE, THAT IS, M0 CONTRACTS WERE MADE UNDER THE
EARLIER AUSTRALTIAN GOVERNMENT 0% BY THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT,

_

7« PRIME MINISTER, BONN MARKS THE END OF YOUR RUROPEAN VISIT, -
SUAMIHG UP, SIR], WHaAT DO YOU THIMX YOU HAVE ACHIEVED IN THE VARIOUS
COUNTRIES ? HAS THERE BEEN OME PGINYT OF INTEREST THAT

EUROPEAN LESDERS COLLECTIVELY HAVE MAD IN AUSTRALIA?

__

Ao THIS He3 BEEN MY FIRST VISIT TO THE FSDSRAL REPUBLIC A3
PRINE MINISTER AND, EXZEPT FOR p VISIT I MADE SOME 20 MONTHS AGO TC
BRITATH, [T HAS BEEN THE FIRST VISIT I HAVF MabFE a3 PIME MINISTER

T3 TEN ZHROGPEAN CCUNTIIES, MY COLLFAGUE, MR LISNEL BOWEN, wHO, AS
YOI ¥30w, 15 THE NIHISTER ASSISTIMG THE PRIME MIMISTER, ALSO

VISITZL MALTe WHILE I HAD TCQ 6 $ACK TD AUSTRAOLIA IM CONNECTION WITH
THZ HamwIN CYCLONE DISASTER, 1IN THE ELEVEN COUNTRIES WE HeVE
VISITER, THERE HAS 2EEN a4 MORE COMPREHENSIVE AMD THORNUGH PRESENT-
ATION OF THE AUSTRALIAN POINT OF VIEW THAN HAS EVER TAKEN PLACE

AT anY TIME IN THE PaST, IT 1S VERY CLEAR TO US IN EACH COLMTRY

THAT 3Y ¥aXING A COMPREHENSIVE VISIT OF THIS CHARACTER THE INTEREST
It EVERY COUNTRY waAS ENHANCED IN EVERY CASE. THERE waS AMTICIPATION
6Ny REVIEW OF WHAT wE HaD DOMNE ALREADY IN THE LARLIER VISITS OR THAT
WE WOULD BE DOING INM THE VISITS WHICH STILL H4) TO TAXE PLACKE,

THERE CaN BE NO QUESTIOM THAT 3Y MOYING A COMPREHENSIVE VISIT OF THIS
CHARACTER oT HEAD OF GOVERNMEMNT LEVEL, ONE ACHIRVES A CONMCENTRATION
OF INTERTST IN EVERY COUNTRY VISITED, IN EVERY CASE, OF COURSE,

YE HAVE VISITED THE HEAD OF STAT®, THE HEAD OF COVERNMENT, AND SENIOR
MINISTERS AND SENIOR SECRETARY-CGFNERALS AXND DIRECTOR-GENERALS, AND
IT IS QUITE CLEAR T2 US THAT AUSTRALTA MEANS MORE, IT'S MORE <
SIGRIFICANT, TO EoCH OF THESE COUMTRIES THAM waS THE CASK BEFORE,

WE APT, OF COURSE, UYERY APPRECIATIVE OF THE RECEPTION WE HAVE HAD IN
Eacii CAsZ, BUT WE BELIEVY £UST?ALIA §0W IS KNOWwN AND UMZERSTOOD
BETTER THAYM HaD FVER 3EEN THE CASY BEFORE.

O
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"'THaNY YOU VERY MUCH, PRIME MINISTER, "'
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