MELBOURNG

JANUADRY 10, 1975.

The Acting Prime Minister and Treasurer, Dr. J.F. Caiuins

to dimcuss Commenweaith-Scate financial rclationships,

n
said tocday that he hor=2d zoon tto be able to meet State Proomicers
ai
a

especially as ¢l enploymant. Dr. Cairns wes

commenting on a statement by the Premiecr of N.S.W., lir. Lowis,

1

that 3000 State public s=zivants faced dismissel because of

shoxtage of finance.
He said he hoped that the olanned discussions with the
Premiers would ke hceid in a cesnonsible, non-politicel

atricspherc,

"Mr, Lewis's statemenit: indicates the degree of dependences
State governw2nits now have on the Australian goveramens."
Dr. Cailrns said.

"1 would have ewpeztad that 1L Mr. Lewis sexviously thiaks
that he faces tha diswnissal of 3000 people he would have

cone directlv to wa end not to the Press,

"It is unreasontble for policical pressure to Hoe used ©o

~

ae « 3 with a pronlow of this azturas.”

"1 vould hepe that Fr. Loewis would prefex the sorts of
discussicons I novw propogce to communicating through the
Press."

Dr. Cairns said that runstralian government Tieasury offic

t
would meet with Statce Government Treasury officials in the

next woeel: or so.

e would weet State Labor leaders at Kicwxibilli llouse, Sy

.
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