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Piguhs LAY

By thae ACRINCG PRIVWT MINISTER, Dr. J.F. CALRNS
PALLOURRN, 20 DECHIBER. 1974

The Acting Prime Minister, Dr. J.F. Cairns, today deplosed
act.on taken by tho Victorian Government to challenge in cho
Migh Cour*® the ve ildity of Auntralian Goverruieni VA Lo ML
relief and weliare schames.

iz s the worst exmmple of playing pollities at the €Ipey o Lf

dzprived people that we have scen, Dr. Caiing said.

.-

1% the States had considered thace was anyiling wrong ilh o »
Gooermaent's schicwes it was opea for them at any time o mal .
censivuctive sugoestions and these would have been immodiia.oiv
talen into account.

They did not evail themselves ol that siwple ogpertuaity.

Tne destructive action of the Victoriau Governmont threatens tho
Australian Covernment's entire welfare programac end hits directly
av the ayed, the handicapped; the horeloss and the uneaploy:.

Ebw eny Goverecwent could contemplaie such a body-blow to thiw

section of the community is bazyond comprehension.

Progrewmes that are in jeopacdy 17 the Victnciorn Coveramant o nove ;

suveceedeg inclultz Government subsidics towands housing the cldecly
eud the hondicaepped, assistance to sheltered workshogs aad
handicapped childien's training and accomodation centres, tho
vital meals-on-wheels service, and the Government's new progrorym

o assist crganisatrions which provide acaomndation for homoelasn

peopla.

Sowme of these programmes were in exilstence when we too offic >, The

pclitical nature of the challenge is thus confirmed.

The Victorian move is also destructive because it can ooly dolay

the application of re-employment measurcs which the Australian

Covaesnant considers to be of prime importance.

Avstrealion ‘

(6]

bespite the action of the Viciaxian Governmenc, th
Governnent will conitinue to  adninister tho scheames fully and.
adecguately. |
Yf the States aro aderant abont parsisting with their obstiuctive
apwplication it i1s to be hoped tha the High Court once and foir all
will uphold the right of the Aostrzlien Covernmeal Lo esuist

dicrcetliy anyone who may be unamoloved.




