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STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER
AT CAIRNS AND MAREEBA, QLD,
24 NoveMmBer., 1974

THERE ARE FEW CITIES WHICH | VISIT MORE OFTEN -
WHETHER FOR BUSINESS OR PLEASURE - THAN CAIRNS., 1IN
MAY | OPENED YOUR NEW CIVIC CENTRE AND CULTURAL
COMPLEX - SYMBOLIC OF THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY

OF THIS CITY AND YOUR REGION, SINCE THEN WE HAVE
DONE A GREAT DEAL-MORE FOR THE WELFARE AND PROGRESS

- of CAIRNS, WE HAVE MADE A GRANT oF $18,750 TowARDS

YOUR BASKETBALL STADIUM AS PART OF MY GOVERNMENT'S
DRIVE TO EXPAND SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA, WE HAVE APPROVED THE FIRST
DIRECT GRANTS EVER MADE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS
BY AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT. UNDER OUR PROPOSALS
CAIRNs CITY CounciIL 1S RECEIVING $176.000 AnD
MAReeBA 1S RECEIVING $180,000 ON THE RECOMMENDATION
OF THE GRANTS CoMMISSION, THESE GRANTS ARE GIVEN
WITHOUT INTEREST:  THEY NEED NOT BE REPAID. THERE

" ARE NO STRINGS ATTACHED. THEY CAN BE SPENT BY THE

LOCAL AUTHORITIES AS THEY SEE FIT TO IMPROVE THE
SERVICES AND AMENITIES AVAILABLE TO THE COMMUNITY,

IT IS A GREAT PLEASURE IN THIS CAMPAIGN TO BE SUPPORTING
RAY JONES., THE MEMBER FOR CAIRNS, AND BirL Woop. THE
MEMBER FOR BARRON RIVER., THEY WILL BE VALUABLE

MEMBERS OF A NEW STATE GOVERNMENT LED BY MY FRIEND

AND COLLEAGUE PERC TUCKER. As SHADOW MINISTER FOR
TRANSPORT, RAY JONES WILL COOPERATE WITH MY GOVERN-
MENT TO IMPLEMENT OUR PLANS FOR A COMPREHENSIVE
NATIONAL HIGHWAYS SYSTEM , . | s
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UNDER LABOR’S PROPOSALS A HIGH-GRADE ALL-WEATHER HIGHWAY WILL
LINK CAIRNS WITH BRISBANE - AND EVENTUALLY WITH SYDNEY
AND MELBOURNE. DESPITE OPPOSITION OBSTRUCTION WE HAVE
PASSED THE NECESSARY LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE $1,126
MILLION FOR OUR NATIONAL ROADS PROGRAM OVER THE NEXT
THREE YEARS. WE ARE THE FIRST NATIONAL GOVERNMENT TO
UNDERTAKE THIS ESSENTIAL PROGRAM, NO:STATE GOVERNMENT
HAS HAD THE RESOURCES TO DO IT ALONE. No PREVIOUS
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CARED ENOUGH TO DO IT - EVEN THOUGH ‘
THEY HAD THE NECESSARY CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS., WE ARE
USING THOSE POWERS. WE ARE GETTING ON WITH THE JOB.

We WANT To SEE CAIRNS PROPERLY SERVED BY SHIPS OF THE
AusTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE. MR. BUELKE-PETERSEN, ALONE
amoNG THE PREMIERS, HAS PREVENTED A.N.L. SHIPS OPERATING
BETWEEN PORTS WITHIN HIS OWN STATE. QUEENSLAND CITIES
M’VE BEEN DENIED AN ESSENTIAL SHIPPING SERVICE SOLELY
BECAUSE OF THE OBSTINACY AND PREJUDICE OF THE OUTGOING
PREMIER. MR, BJUELKE-PETERSEN'S ATTITUDE IS NOT SHARED
BY THE AUTHORITIES IN CAIRNS. MR, Borzi, THE CHAIRMAN
oF THE CAIRNS HARBOUR BOARD, AND A FORMER STATE
CANDIDATE OF THE NATIONAL PARTY (AS IT IS NOW CALLED)
5. 'D IN HIS 1973-74 ANNUAL REPORT: |

"THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LINE'S WEEKLY CARGO
SERVICES TO AND FROM THE SOUTH BROUGHT
INCREASED TRADE AND REVENUE. UNFORTUNATELY
THE BOARD'S SUPPORT OF MOVES TO HAVE A.N.L.
GRANTED THE PRIVILEGE OF CONDUCTING AN INTRA-

STATE CARGO SERVICE HAS NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL TO DATE.”
! lll/3lll

e e e s s B e —




EARLIER TODAY I wWAS IN WEIPA, A CITY THAT HAS SUFFERED

AS MUCH AS CAIRNS FROM MR, BUELKE-PETERSEN'S OBSTRUCTION-
ISM, WE HAVE SEEN THE FARCICAL SITUATION OF FOREIGN
SHIPS CARRYING BAUXITE FROM WEIPA TO GLADSTONE BECAUSE
A.N.L. SHIPS WERE PREVENTED FROM DOING THE JOB.,

MR, BOELKE-PETERSEN HAS REFUSED TO COOPERATE WITH US

IN OTHER PROJECTS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF QUEENSLAND

AND THE BENEFIT OF HER CITIZENS. HE HAS SPURNED OUR

OFFER OF FUNDS FOR LAND STABILISATION. HE HAS

REFUSED TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS ON OUR OFFER OF FUNDS ' .
FOR ABORIGINAL ADVANCEMENT. MR, BUELKE-PETERSEN HAS ‘
THROWN AWAY $50 MILLION IN FEDERAL FUNDS FOR THIS

STATE. HIS ATTITUDE IS AT ODDS WITH THAT OF ALL THE

L1BERAL PREMIERS AND ON MANY ISSUES. SUCH AS ABORIGINAL

LAND RIGHTS, WITH THE ATTITUDE OF A FORMER LIBERAL

"RIME MINISTER, MR. GORTON.

ALTHOUGH RURAL ELECTRICITY COSTS :N QUEENSLAND ARZ THE
HIGHEST IN ALL THE EASTERN STATES, THE BUELKE-PETERSEN
GOVERNMENT HAS REFUSED TO COOPERATE WITH US IN SEEKING
WAYS TO REDUCE THESE COSTS. HIGH ELECTRICITY COSTS HELP
r.~4 UP PRIGES OVER A WIDE RANGE OF GOODS AND SERVICES,
THE BJUELKE-PETFRSEN GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO USE ITS WIDE
POWERS TO CONTROL PRICES AND RESISTED OUR ATTEMPTS TO
OBTAIN COMMONWEALTH POWER OVER PRICES BY REFERENDUM.
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M. LJCSLESPETERSEN HASL iaiUL.ED TO COUPOLRATE
IN OJR PLANL FOR & SCIL CUNown/aTTON PaQuiidlM.
I WROTE TO aALL fiHS PuLEMIERS Ol 17 LLPTLrBak
OFTERING A TOTAL GLANT TO ALL STaTos O

$2.5 MILLIOW FOR AN INTERIF PROGAAM 2OR

BP T0 JUNL 1976. QUALBHSLANE WAL OFFulav
$160,000 IN 1974-~75 AND 700,000 IN

1975-76 - TH: HIGHEST AnOUNYoL FOR ANY

STATE., THE OUIGCING PRERILR IiaS NOT YT
TOLD Us WHETHER HE WILL ACCIPT 0U. OITLR,
ALL OTHER STAT&ES ZXCiEPT NEW SCUTH WALZS
HAVE ACCLPTED I,




8.

9.

10,

4

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNEENT HAS DEZN OVERVILELHINGLY
GENEROUS TS QUEENSLAWD IN ITH FINANCIAL ALLOCATIONS.
QU**NSLAND HAS RiCSIVED MO FROM US THAN IT HAS
RECEIVED FROM ANY PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT IN CANBERRA.
OUR TOTAL PAYHENTS TO QUEENSLAND IN %H¢ LAST
FINANCIAL YEAR WERE $739 MILLION - OR $382 P:R

HEAD COi:PARED VITH AVERAGE PAYMENTS TO ALL STATES

OF %345 PLr HEBAD.

FROM THE BEGINNING MY GOVERNMENT HaS GIVEN THE
HIGHEST PHIORITY TO Tiif DEVELOPHENT OF NCATIERW
AUSTRALIA. VWE C.ZATED A DEPARTHENT CTF NNORTHIRN
DEVELOPM:NT HEADED BY MY COLLZAGUR REX PATTERSOH.

WE ESTABLIGHED THE NORTHERN DAVELOPMeNT COUNCIL.
WE ARE UHDEXTAKING A THOROUGH STuDY OF T.E DIVELOP-
MENT PROSPECTS OF ThHE NOWTH-WEST OF QUEENSLARD
STRETCHING FROM MOUNT ISA TO THiE GULF OF CARPENTERIA,
WE ARE SPENDING $24 MILLION IN THE NuXT TILEE YmARDG
ON EXPOLT BEEF ROADS IN QULENSLAND,

AS PART OF A RICH AND InPC.LDALT A\iIFULTUhAL REGION
C Idmo AND MARLEBA HAV. BENSFITTED FuCi Thi JULTJALlAN
GOVERRMENT's RURAL POLICIES. 1IN CUZ LAST BULGET
OUTLAYS ON RURAL ASSISTANCE TULALLED $488 MILLION,
THERE ..~ A NET INCIzAsE IN OUin PAYIENTS T0
AGRICULTURZ OF $88 MILLION. OV THE LNUGIY In 1973-=74,
WE ARE SPENDING $56 LILLION ON A ALIMAL HZALT..
LABOGATORY = A PROJECT oF SNORMOUS LOWG-TRRM ILLPOLT-
ANCE TO ALL LIVESTOCX IWDUSTRIES.

WE 1..VE OPENED UP NisW MARKETS FOR THE SUGAR INDUSTH:.
WE ARE NZGOTI..[iNG A LOMNL-TERM SUGAR CONTRACT WITH
CHINA WOiTH $50 mnILLION. MNALAYSIA HAS ALSO SHOWN
INTSREST IN LCNG-TERM SUGAE SALES WORTH $50 LILLICK.
WE WILL CONTINUE TO SZEK A NeW INwERNATIUNAL GUGAR
AGREELENT TO BRING EFFECTIVE MARKET MANAGIMENT 70

THE WORLD SUCAR TRADE.
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WE HAVE RETAINED THE NITROGENOUS FERTILISER
SUBSIDY, WORTH ABOUT $13 MILLION A YiaR, TO
ASSIST SPECIALISED REGIUNAL GROWTH, . EKLURE
CONTINUED LOCAL PLODUCTION AND TO RETAIN A IIIGE
LEVEL OF $GIL FERTILITY,

WVE ARE PARTICIPATING ON A DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR
BASIS WITH QUEENSLAND IN A §720,000 PLOGRAM
FOR LOCUST CONTROL IN QUESNSLAND.

THE GOVERNMENT fECOGNISLES THE IMHPORTANCE OF Tui
TOBACCO INDUSTRY TO YOUR STATE AND T.E IMPORTANCE
OF MAREEBA 710 THAT INDUSTRY, THu AVERAGE MINIMUM
RESERVE PRICE FOR LZAF SOLD AT AUCTION THIS YEAR |
WAS INCREASED BY 36 CENTS TO 288,4 CENTS A KILOGRAM.
THS AVERAGE PRICE CBTAINED AT AUCfION IN MAREEBA
THIS YZAR Hat BEEN 295.13 CENTS. Ui GOVERNMENT
WILL CONSIDER FURTHER PRICS REVIEWS DURING TIE -
CUAREIICY OF Tiwe FIVE-YEAK TOBACCO STABILISATION
PLAN VWHICH BEGaN THIS YEAR.

" LHE MARKETING QUOTA FUR 1975 HAS DSEN SET AT

15,822,000 kg - THE SAME 4S THIS YEiR.

UNDER 7Tlif LABOR GOVIRNuiNT «E HAVE S3vN THE FIALT
SIGNIFICANT POST-Wiit PalLL TCU mMald¥ ¥iaRe I THR

. INDEBTEVHZuS OF RURAL PROLUCERS. IN 1671 TilE

BURCAU OF AGLLICULTUI\.AL uC()uOuIbo ELLORTED THAT
T, 570 AUSTRALIAN FARMERS APPLIED IFOR ASSISTALCE -
1,'0M THE RURAL RECONSTwUCTION BOAxD. THIS YEaR
THE FIGURE TG DOWN TO 523.
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IN KEN Witl.DT, FAwdRS HAVE THid 4DLEeST, BEsT
INFORMED, MOST ACTIVE AND INiELLIGENT MINILTER
EVER APPOGINTEL TO ADMINISTeR PiiliitY JNDULTRY.
IN CUR RECSNT CGrEud PAPER ON kUiaL INLULTRY
FARMERS HAVE THI BSST AND 1O0ST COMPUSHENSIVE
BASIs FOR INTORMED GOVIERNMENT PULICIES ON
RURAL INDUSTRY ZVER DRAWN UP IN AUSTRALIA.

IN OUR INDUSTRIES ASSILTANCE COMMIGSION Iillishb
HAVE THE HOST SAPERT AND ESFTFICI.NT INSTRUiLHT
FOR GUARANTEZING THE STRXENGTH AND STADILITY

OF OUi: WURAL INDUSTRIAS EVER APPCIN.EDL IN
AUsSTRALIA, ALL THiSE THIN.S PRGVIDS TILan
GHOUNDS FOR CUWFIDENCE ARD TAITH-IN THo FULURE,




