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SPELECH NOTES FOR THE PRIME MINISTER, TOE ION. E.G. WHITLAM, Q.C. M.l
FOR THE GREEK COMMUNITY CENTRE, SOUTH BRISBANE '

SUNDAY 17 NOVEMBER 1974

I SPEAK TO YOU TODAY A3 YOURl COUNTRYMEN IN GREECE®

VOTE IN A DEMOCRATIC ELECTION FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1967.

‘I REJOICE THAT DEMOCRACY IHIAS BEEN RESTORED IN THE COUNTRY OF

ITS BIRTH. THE ELECTED GOVERNMENT OF GRELCE WILL HAVE TIHE

TIRM SUPPORT AND FRIENDSHIP OF AQSTRALIA, ITS GOVERNMENT AND

ITS PEOPLE.

. I KNOW TIHAT MANY GREEKS IN AUSTRALIA YFEARED FOR
THE POLITICAL STABILITY OF THEIR HOMESLAND DURING THE RULE OF
TIIE COLONELS AND EVEN APTEL THE MILITARY REGIME WAS OVERTIHROWN.
MANY GREEKS WHO FOUND THEMSELVES IN AUSTRALIA AG TEMNUORARY
VISITORS DURING TIHE RECENT TURBULENCE IN GREECE HAVE BEEN
RELUCTANT TO RETURN HOM? UNTIL ‘THE STYTUATION IS CLARIVIED.
THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMHNT 1IIAS NOT BRFORCED THEIR DEVARTURD
AND'WILL WOT DO SO. THOSE WHO DO NOT WANT TO RETURN HOME
IMMUEDIATLELY HAVE HAD THEIR VISAS BXTENDED AND THIS PRACTICE
WILL CONTINUE FOR TUE TIINE BEING. THIE MINISTER FOR LABOR AND
IMMIGRATION, MR CLYDE CAMERON, HAS GIVEN THIS ASSURANCE TO TIR

GREBK COMMUNITY, AND I AN HAPLY TO REPEAT IT TODAY.
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. MANY - URLEKS IN AUSTRJLIA HAVis BEEN DISTURNED BY
THL RLCLNT TVLNTo IN CYPRUS AUSTRALIA HAS CONTRIBUTED A
POLICE- CONTINGDNT TO THE U.N. PEACE KEEPING FORCE IN CYPRUS
SINCE lTb INCLPTION IN 1964. QUILNSLAND LIKE EVERY OTHNR
STATE AND TFRRITO&Y LONFRIBUTED TO THAT PORCL. ONE OF THE
FIRST DECISIONS OF MY GOVERNMENT WAS TO KELZY THE FORCE IN
BLING, THOUGH THE LIBuhAL GOVthMhNT IIAD DLCIDLD TO THASE

IT OUT. DURING 1973+ IN JANUARY 1973 I WROTE T0 THE PREMIERS

. OF QULLNSLAND N.5 W. AND VICTORIA ASKING THEM T0 MAINTAIN

THEIR POLICE CCNTINGLNTS IN THE PFORCE. SIR ROBERT ASKIN AND

MR HAMER AGREED TO DO SO. . MR BIELKE-PLTERSEN WAS THE ONLY

' PREMIER TO REFUSE. THE PORCE NUNMBERED 35 IN JUNE 1974,

'LAST WEEK AN AUSTNALIAN SERGEANT WAS KILLED AND ANOTHER
INJURED BY A MINE EXPLOSION DURING SERVICE IN CYPRUS.

NOTES ON_GREEKS IN AUSTRALIA

SOME OF TNEfFIRST GREEK SETTLERS IN AUSTRALIA 'NERE
SAILORS’WHO LEFT'THEIRNSHIPS<DURING THl FIRST GOLD RUSH IN
THE 1850'S. A NUMBER OF-IONIAN,GREEKS WHO MET AUSTRALIAN
TROOPSVDURINGﬁTHE BOER WAR EVENTUALLY S:TTLED IN AUSTRALIA.
MANY LINKS BETWEEN AUSTRALIANS AND GREEKS ESTABLISHED DURING
THE LEVACUATION OF GRFLCh IN WORLD WAR II ARI STILL RUMEMBERED

IN BOTH COUNTRIES.,

"AT THE END OF 1973 THERE VERE ABOUT 153,000 GRELK-
BORN PERSONS IN AUSTRALIA. ~ ABOUT 88,000 HAD BECOME AUSTRALIAN

CITIZENS SINCE 1945. .
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+ - SIR GEORGE BOWEN, THE FIRST GOVERNOR OF QUELKSLAND
(1856-~68), SPENT MANf.YEAns OF HIS LIFE IN TiE IONIAN ISLANDS.
HIS WIFE, DIAMANTINA' ROMA, WAS BORN ON IQTHACA. SHE WAS
PARTICULARLY ACTIVE (IN THE PUBLIC LIFE OF QUEENSLAND AND IS
'REMEMBERED -IN THE NAMES OF TIHE TOWN OF ROMA, TIIE DIAMANTINA

" RIVER AND ITIACA SHIRE.

GEORGE GEORGLES, BORN IN DARVIN OF GREEK PARENTS, HAS
" BEEN AN AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY SLNATOR FOR QUEENSLAND SINCE

1968.

NICHOLAS LAURENTUS W0 BECAME A MILLIONAIRE THLOUGH
REAL: ESTATE HAS MADE CONGIDEHABLE DONATIONS TO CHARITABLE
ORGANISATIONS AND GAVE'A LARGE SUM TO THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY

"~ TO ESTABLISH A CHAIR OF MODERN GREEK.

MICHAEL KAILIu HAS ESTABLISHED A CONSIDLR.ABLE
FORTUNE TIIROUGH HIS SHIP BUILDI\IG, FISHING AND SEAFOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES INA\HZL:TASRN AUSTRALIA AND THE NORTHURN

' TERRITORY.

THE GREEK ORTIIODOX CIHURCH H'AS FORMED THE BACKBONE
OF ORGANISED GREEK LIF}:. IN AUSTRALIA SINCE 1908 AND HAS

PROVIDLD THL FOCUb FOR SOCIAL COIILSION.

(FOR BACKGROUND ON MIGRANTS GENERALLY SEE ATTACIHED NOTES ON

ITALIANS.)




