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PRIME MINISTER

18 October 1974

PENSION PORTABILITY STATISTICS

The Prime Minister, Mr. Whitlam, today released
figures showing the number of former Australian residents
now receiving social security payments overseas. The figures
show that at the end of June 1974 a total of 1,429 people
were receiving Australian benefits or pensions in Greece,
Italy and Yugoslavia. Mr. Whitlam said the Labor Party had
promised in the 1972 election campaign to implement a policy
of full portability of pension rights for migrants. This
would enable migrants, especially old or retired people, to
return to their homelands without sacrificying their pension
rights.

"It can be seen from the figures prepared by the
Immigration Advisory Council that we have fulfilled this
pledge in full" Mr. Whitlam said. Attached is a table of

portability statistics.
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DEP \XUMFNT OF SOCIAL SECUSITY

Age, Invalid, Wife's and idovs Pensicrns and

Supvorting Mothers'! Senefits Faid Oversezss

By Sex, Payin~ Office, Type of Pension/Benefit -
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Faying Cifice ' Age | Invalid Total Age l Invalid | ‘iives | Jicdovws Suprorting ! Total i
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TOTAL 1,577 616 0 1,993 | 2,105 | 243 395 235 | 534 ‘( 55 | 3,57 5,540
| , i t .
! | |

(2) London Cffice pays persons residing in the United Kingdon ané Ireland
Geneva Oifice »ays persons residing in the ¥estern buropean and some ‘iest Asian countries
lellinrton Cffice pays persons residing in New Zealand.

tew York Office pays persons residing in North America.
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