- Press Conference given by the Prime Minister of Australia, IMr
E.G. Whitlam, st Vigyan Bhaven, New Delhi, at 3.15 p.m., 6 June
1973

rrime Minister: IMr D'Penha ard ladies and gentlemen:  You already
have a copy of the camumigque that your Prime liricter and T have
issued, so I thirk 1'11 just irwite you to nedr questions of me forthwith,
When I give my weeldly press conference in Canberrs, I start off with

the decisions that the Cabinet has made that dgzy. Ther I have questionms,

Well, of course, I can't grmourxe any Cabinet decisions, so we'll
Just have the questicns.

Mr. Virendra Mohan, U.N.I.: Sir, you have been talking about creatirg
a peace zone in the Indian Ocean and you went® plagy a leading part

in that. Since Australis has sc many military alliances with the
Western countries, could you please explain how would the countries

in this region establish the bona fides of Australia ?

Prime Minister: The proposal for a zone of peace in the Indian
Ocean came from Sri Larka at the General Assembly of the United Nations
in 1971, At that time, India supported the prcposal. My memoxy
is that the then Australisn Govermment, our predecessors, did not,
When the same proposdl came up six months ago, iy Goverrment supported
the proposal and, in particulsr, the new aspect-of it that there
should be an ad hoc comittee to examine and develop proposals for
this zone of peace. And Australia, like India, was elected tc

that committee, that ad hoc cormittee.  Accordingly, this was one
of the things that your Prime Mirister and Foreign Minister and I
discussed because vie not only belorg o this ad hoc committee, but
this year we both belong to the Security Council of the United
Nations, Now, it's true that there are some military installations
in Australig under agreements with the United States., There is

one particular one at North West Cape in Australia, whose title
describes where it is. But these at this stege are purely that

the ad hoc comittce is examining, purely exploratory discussions

and it wi’ = dte come time, presumably, before z zone of peace can
be achieved. But we want to play our part. I don't think I should
accept your description we want to play a leadirg part. We want

to play our part, full part, in seeing that any disarmement proposal
which is available for suppcrt or ratification by the littoral

and insular States in the Indian Ocean is supported or ratified.
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My Goverment has already ratified all such proposals and which
are gvailable up tc this stage.

Suresh, of Reuterg: Are you comparing the situation why Australia
would ask for the scrgpping of installations in Australia ?

Prime Minigter: The j.nsfajlation at North %est Cape operates under
an agreement which was made 10 years ago for a space of 25 years

if there is a treaty that extends until 1988, Our Minister for
Defence is provosing later this year to go to <he United States

to seek modificutions of that treaty, both as to the duration of

it, and also as to the scope available to Australis under the treaty,
tc ascertain and spprove the use of it,

Chakraverty, from '"The Hindustan Times": Would yow, Sir, kindly
explain really what this peace zone implies. For one thing the
assumption is that the big powers really are the napghty boys who
come and create tension. As far as I kmow, none of the littoral
States, including Australia, has really any naval force worth the
task it will undertcke, even for surveillance, much less to prevent
ihe big powers rom coming in, Now, how do you go about it ?

Is it merely a wish depending upon the goodwill of the big powers,
or just a self-satisfaction, or what is it reglly ?

Prime Minister: Obviously, ore can't have a zune of peace in
the Indian Ocean uriless the great powers, particularly those powers
which have great raval forces, agree. Nevertlieless, there can

be quite a deal of suasSion exercise on the great nmvsl powers, nore
of which, of ccurse, abut on the Indian Ocean. If g1l those nations
who do abut on thie Indian Ocean concert measurés to dissuade them.
This will take some time, but I am prepared 1o let bvgenes be bygones.
Well, I don't thirk anybody should dispute thé great power rivalry
has been a cause of major tension and violence in the area between
India and Australia, particularly in South-Zast Asia.

Question: Mr. Scbharwsl: Can there be a zone of peace in the
Indian Ocean while the United States has military bases a1l over
the region ? The seventh fleet is rogming about. It is being
followed by the Soviet fleet. China is apgmenting its naval
power, so is Jgpan.  So, it is Jjust a wishfud thinking

don't you thirk so ?
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Prime Minister: There are fewer naval ships in the Indian Ocean

than in the Atlantic or Pacific Ocean, as I understand it. We
certainly can agree not to promoie nava: rivalry in the Indian Ocean.
I don't thirk one should exsggzerate the size of the Soviet or the
Mnerican fleets which rozm the Indian Ccean.

Swaminethan, _"Deccan Herald': In the joint commnique it is stated
that the Australian I'rime Minister stated that ms Goverrment

not only intends ‘o expand the present programme of assistance
engaged here, but has also giver: consideration to further charges

in Australia's preferential trade with developirng countries.

Could you expand on this please ?

PRIME MINISTER: I couldn't list any specific proposals at this

stage. We were discussing many of these matters, the fields in which
there can be co-operation between India and Australia. Much of

the Australian interest in India, I gather, has veen particwlarly
effective and welcome becanse it is appropricte to the climate, to

the pastoral, t'e agricdtural situation of India.  Australisns

have developed, as you expect, skills in respect of dry land agriculture,
They have participated in several stations with cattle and with

sheep, I thirk to a certain extent witvh grains. We have also shared
in the development of better varieties, more pralatable, more mitritious
varieties of bread and these are not immense schemes , they are not

dramatic schemes, but they have gore on for quite some years and

I have been gratified on this visit to hear the extent tc which these
schemes between Australia and India are gpprecisted by Indian Ministers
and officials. I have brought with me on this occasion Sir Join
Cranford, who has had a long record in adninistrative ané academic
circles. He would, I suppose, have visited India more often than

any top officialand he has had discussions with your Ministers and
officials and I have also brought Mr 1icKay, who is the Permanent

Head and Secretary of our Department of Overseas Twade. = So, while

I would claim no great expertise in in these matters myself, you

will see that Sir Jomlm Crawford and Mr McKay's presence indicate

that I want to inrvolve the top experts available to my Goverrment

in arrangements :ith the Goverrment of India,in these respects. |
Now?’sl can't list further schemes, I suppose that if you want to |
krow more later, I can get some addresses or nzmes from the High

Commissioner or his staff. But, nevertheless, the general scheme

we want to develop is that Australians ags individuals, coming
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from a country which has had many of these problems, a country
which I thirk can be said is not so overbearing ecconcmically, vhat
it doesn't understznd the problems of India.

Question: This morning the Minister for Agriculture met you Sir,
Did he discuss with you the food position in India and did he ask
for any assistance from your country 7

Prime Ministor: He discussed the food position in India, but he
didn't agk for food assistance because as our ropresentatives in
Delhi have made knovm, this last season has been a very bad one for
Austrglia. We have no spare wheat, for instance, ourselves, IOT

I thirk ary sparc rice. And we, in fact, were oot able to fulfil
some orders which were offered to us for wheat and rice. There are
limitgtions in Australia on the number of acres, I thirk you call
them hectates, wiich can be planted with such crops. But those
limitations have heen virtually lifted for this coming seasomn.

That means that we would expect, unless there is some weather reverse,
to produce much more grain in the next season, That doesn't mean,
hoviever, that there can be axny wheat available before next February,
nor rice, I thirik, before next lgy.

Bill Marm, Associated Press: You mentioned the possibility of
rencgotiating with the United States about the: communications station
at North West Cane.  Are these negotiations already in progress,

or does your Govermment want o start such negotiations now ?

Prime Minister: They have been initiatcd tlrough America's and
Australia's diplomstic representatives in their respective capitals,
but there will be no negotiations until later in the year. I
think I should soy that the agrecment which was made in 1963

was one which America would not expect any counixy now to undertske
and which, I an ccrtain, no country now would undertske. But

it is there until 1988. Its conditions are not satisfactory

in the present cliate of international opinion. I don't want .
to pursue natters concerning the United States emd fustralia when
I o1 outside my ovn country, I don't want to go into any further
detail on this subject.
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Vinod Gupta. Samachar Bharaetbi: Mr Yrime Minister, you had a
discussion witi: our ITime Minister on the situation in the sub-continent,

¥nat do you tiinlz ere the prospects of peace here and would you like
to mgke zn ohservation gbout the Fakistan move in thre Torld Court
or certain othior matters taken by Pakistan in the intermational
commnity 7

to
Prime Minister: I don't want to accept many invitations/comment

on relations between India and other countries hecause I've been at
many places over the years where 1 kxow that relations between India
and Pekistan have dominated discussions to the exciusion of most
other matters., I an optimistic that tle de facto situation of
Bargla Desh and Pekistan will now be accepted by Iakistan and by
China, I would not only be naturally distressed, but I would be
very much surprised if there was an outbresk of war again,

Mikherjee, The Times of India: Question not clear.

Prime Minister: Ve have tzken no steps to seek an invitation to
attend the ron-gligned conference at Algiers. If we are asked to
attend, we shall accept that i:witation. Ve would do so as an
observer, because it can't be szid that Australia is a non-aligned
nation, To give you an example, however, of a ccintry which is

very similar to Australis in most aspects which you like to contemplate,
Canada. Canada is not a non-aligned country, but it has, on occasion,
accepted an invitation to attend tihe non-alizned conference as an
observer. The idea about this came two or three months ago when

the Trime Minister of Yugeslavig after visiting India came on to

visit Australia, Yugoslavia, India, Egypt, L thirk, were the
origingl sponsors of the mon-aligned confercnces, tie first beirg

held in Belgrade back in the 1950s, and he mentioned this subject.

Ve didn't seek an invitabion, but we said tc him, as we have said

when this matter has arisen since then, that if we receive an
invitation, we shagll accept it. .

Question: Sir, did you discuss this matter in your discussions
here with Mrs Ganduei ?

Prime Minister: I forget whether it., I think that just about

one sentence, I tbir_]k:.‘ ?'.t, didn't oceupy about as much time as 1 have
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taken in answering the question. The fact is that we are not a
non-gligned country, but if we receive an invitation to attend the
conference as an observer, we would accept it. But it came up

in the general context of the arrangements that each of our countries
has or is %o have with other countries.

Question: veessessoyour idea of forming an association of Asian
and Pacific coi*.mﬁ'ies snd the general discussion here with the Prime
Minister ? '

Prime Minister: Not withtbhe Prime Minister. The Toreign Minister

‘asked me what I had in mind in this regard and I told kim that the

matter proceeded no further than that. You wiil understand that

‘while I was having direct discussions with your Ministers,and their

advisers and my advisers were decided that we each sought the views .
of the other on matters which concermed either of us. It was an
excellent opportwnity to deal directly and, if aecessaxry, intensively
with any of tﬁese matters, Now you w:L'll appreciate that historically
Austrzlia has belorged to certain organisations - they aren't correctly
described as regional - but, nevertheless, we have during the 1950s
and 1960s joined certain organisations. Perhaps to help you while
we are all here togsther, I were to go through them,  The first was
in 1951 when Austrclia, New Zealand and the United States formed

the ANZUS treaty. his was a week before there was the peace treaty
signed with Jgpan in San Francisco as part of the degl. And this

is g treaty which all thre‘e of us regard as still rclevant and
valuable. After the Gereva Conference in 1954, 1nc lManila pact was
draym up and SEATC was formed as its instrument in about 1955.

Elgnt nations belongcd to it - not all of them, of course, in the
region, Two df them nove now withdrawm from the organisation - |
Pakistan and France.  Its objective was to contain China.  That,

of course, woﬁi'd now %O be a futile objective. I have said

that the SEATO treaty is moribund. We haven't dore arything so
drematic as to withdraw from it. But, wo will not tolerate any
anti-Chinese aspects of it. ' It's already pulled its head &™.....
The Manila Pact gy still have some residual virtues. . We are prepared
to give it a cbaIwe but not 3£ 1t irvolves any antl- Chinese contain-

gnt, - DulLad Né“h&pe" e Text, “bhisre whs 1966 when President
\. Lyndon Jolmson was. scek_n'g support. to legltmte or. dress up Amenca 8

,mtementlon in Vletnam. L In Mamla agam ASPAC was i‘oxmed ' -ﬂ




. It's entirely a regional organisation. It is the orly regional
organisation of a.peclitical character to which Jgpan belongs or
Augtralia belorgs, which hag the vice, however, of hwmg_ among its
members Taiwan. = Half the members 1o lorger recogrﬁse the Goverrment

- in Taipeh as the Goverrment of the whole of Crhina.. They roW
recognise the fact that the Goverrment in Pelring is. thne. Goverment

. of ﬁh,e whole of Ching and tnat Paiwan 1s a province of i Crina, '
as. of course uluo,L Kai Shek says Jugt as much as Jao "‘se 1\mg
: says.| Auot"qlw, N@w Zeoland, Japan now accént: he |}Iuct - In ttl;ese
. c:.rcmnstanceo ue utﬂ ity of, xﬁ“AC is gveatLr reﬁuced Tt 1snow
(R an obstruction “to. rngl nal anqngements. T‘lng;lv the*"e are the
| Five Power Arranzements under which Britain, Australia and, New '
. Zealand have made defence arrargements in case of contm{,encms
.  with Malaysia and Sirggpore. My Guverment uupports the Five |
: . Power Arra.rgeme&wts because the regsons they p:ovlde for building
" Malaysia and Sirgapore's defence capacity,. enabllqg them to stand
on their feet and providing for consultation in the case of attacks
from outside upon'them. We don't support *le feature of statlomrg
a battalion or batiery in Singspore. Smgapore had never abked
. for them 2 <,nd +he I-resence of ‘the battery or battalion are ot |
| necessa,ry under the Five Power Arrargement, The Five Power . '
Arrargements ore transitional éI’I‘angemehts and we accept them,
We are quite happy in Australia to consul with other countnes
in any respects which will moke them better able tc stand on T eir
N feet in cefence ma}"ters Now those are the three regionsl arlange—
- ' ments to w ach Austmalla is g party You will boe that *hey are
. . gven monbund, objcctionable or mansmlonal We don! want to be
' cntlmly negatlve. Vle just don't denounce oF pull oul of such
arrargements. . It is better to give some other OXTang ents if

one can. They'are dealing, I showld imagine, o have lsomethmg

like the OrgagiSQtibn of American States or the ! )rgamﬁatlon of

African Unity, = To give the sﬁuatmn which Auut”alla fings,

South Augtralla and New Zealand both have very great llnko vith

Jepan,. but there is o orgamsatlon to which' they belong othcr ‘

o tham the Asian ]bveloprlen Bark or the ECAIE. . oO, we would envisagc
| . the creation of sume arrangenment under which ‘the natlons betvyeen _
ko us should consult regularly. I hasten to assure. you there is ,.  B
| ' S Lo suggc.stlon that tzas should be'a mﬂ_ltary nact ‘There WOulci

| ,never be, I. would gue}ss, bno’fher pnlltl act dra;.'n up anywhem 5

S ) 5. .in the wor‘.Ld ,' Nor VOUlJ'l‘t‘be i ag ;l oTids

ERONIN "'1-‘\('"! """ “'l ” & it Wr" 't. :
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military sense. There is at this stage only one regional
organisation which has coherence and g future. That is ASEAN,

the Association of South East Asian Nations - Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines.  ASEAN wants to consolidate
itself for expending. It gives priority to new memberstip by
Burma and the four Indo-Ching States. |

Question: Question mot clear.,
Prime Minister: I don't subscribe to the idea. The gereral

principle is, of ccurse, that the ships of any nation, whether they
are merchant marine or Navy, can sail anywhere on the high seas.

Question: Fred Bridgeland, Reuters: Clearly as a result of your
visit here, tiwere has been intensification of friendship between
India and Australia. Buat what I am wondering at is has there
cessss. Tor example, India is very keen on exporting its marmufactured
products to other countries and I don't see in yoeur commnigue

that you spesk of the desirability of securing greater diversifation
of ecoromic relations. Have you made any...cormitment to import,
for exgmple, Indian made engineering goods ?

Prime Minister: I am nmot in a position to moite commitments in
such particularitics. It is true, and I weicome the opportunity
® to say, that inldia is ndv a great industrial nation, India's
ergineering is first class. I hope that other nations will reglise
how ekilled and dependable India's factories and werkshops are in
this regard. Australia, however, even more than India has a mixed
economy......here are a great number of activities in Austrslia -
industries - where the decisions to purchase rust be made by directors
of companies. - I would hope that thie visit will alert people in
Mustralia and in India to the fact that there are more goods which
we can buy from each other, But there is not a specific proposel
in this regard. I thirk that somewhere elsc in the
corrmuniqug/l(aa.lslﬁ*gse about extending the arrangements which our
predecessors initiated of giving tariff preference for goods from
. developing countries. Yes, in paragreph 15 of the commnique you
will see something that was dehberately put in and I thmk it
. . Was en initigtive by Australia and a tribute to our predecessors
‘ ' :Ln ofﬁce i‘or havnngilccﬁnt initigtive....and we would be happy to

.'n,(r "
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extend it.

- We hzve discussed guestions today -- tiere was a reference
in one of the earlier questions - for extension of aggricultural
co-opergtion and tlien there were discussions between me and: the
sgriculture and Conuierce iinister on, sgy, the wool industry and
tle iron ore indusiry, particularly the exports. These are matters
which we didn't conclude today. I am mot the relevant Minister
in these matters, altiough it was very useful for me to hear your
Minigters on these subjects. But my principal public service
advisers, as I ‘ove ramed, who are here, and I thirk there is a
chance of foilowirg ihese things up. 1 take the general view
that any Govermmnert, any enterprise should bear in mind that
India is not only the second largest nation in the world in terms
of population, but hias, by comparative standards, a very stable and
durable set of institutions.

Mr, Suxi: Mr Prime Minister, I'm contiruing the same question
asked by my predec:ssor. There has been a tglk of joint ventures
between the two countries. - So far Australia's trade with India
«+..0188 been of very small and meagre... '

Carmot it be possivle for us to get together also...

Prime Minister. ‘There is no plan st this stgge, tut I thirk you
can be assured that there will be a consultation between India

and Australia and some other iron ore cxportirg courntries of these
matters, DNow, I don't want tc be .....I'm not suggesting

for instance, tle...... ceesrecenas

OPEC to .....the price and quantities at which we will sell petroleum
products to thirsty industrial countries on either side of the

North Atlantic. I'm not suggestirng tuat. IMv-GoVverrment is very

- muct: aware of the necd to develop sqme resources policy. We

nave a federal systam in Australia as you do in India. . Andg,
unfertunately, frum the peint of view of ny Gc—verrment, the
arrangements which have been madc for the exploitation, transpor-
tation and processirg and sale of our minerals lhave been made

by multi-ngtional corporatvions under the aispices of our State
Goverrments., The State Govermments have fallerm.......

I"ty Govermment has been in just for six months and I would imagine
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thatl in the sense of resources, our greatest aclievement has

been to transform the practices with respect to these very valuable
natural resources. We are now setting up a Federal Pipelire .
futhority for the natural gas in Australia. Ve have applied to
all minerals what hitherto had been applied to some minerals only -~
mainly an export programe, s that the contracts which are made
from now on for the export of our minerals will Le .....

. gpproved on a national basiz. e have renegotiated the sgreements

for the sale of Australian iron ore to Japan, which had been made
in U.S. dollars. These required renegotiation since just before
Christmas we upvalucd the Australisn doller sgainst the U.S. dollar
and then, four months ago, the U.S. dollar was devalued by its

" Goverrment. Sc, we have renegotiated those sgain and then, lastly,

we have made arrangements to assert the national juwisdiction
over the continental shelf and the seabed and the resources of
them below and beyond the low-water mark. Our States have found

this far too revolutionary an idea. They are going off to London

at the momemt asking the British Govermment to save them from the
Australian national Govermment.

Question: U.P.I,: Question mot clear., VWhy is the communique shy
of naming Frvanet .

Prime Minister: France is mot the only countrv which cerries out
mclear tests in the atmosphere. China also caxries them out.
Australia has taken proceedirgs against France and not against China
in the International Court of Justice because France is - Ching is
not - a party to the statute of t.e Internatioral Court of Justice

~ and because France is - China is mot - a party to the 1928 ....

for the peaceful settlement of internzbionsl disputes. Australia
has, therefore, asked the Court to rule that this international
dispute between sigratories to the 1928 General Act falls within

the jurisdiction of the World Court. We can't tcke these proceedirgs
sgainst China becouse it is 1ot a party to the.....Act.

lQAestioh: Mr Yrime Minister, I'm told that your Goverrment is

reviewirng your relations with U.X, Are you adopting a more radical

... policy, - Had you any discussions with India having joint moves
s iy ph’e Commoxwezl th? -

ooooauoinlo11




- Prime Minister: No, No, there have been nc suggestions, no discussion
on this aspect. I'm not quite sure that I get the intention behind
your question, the drift of it. As for the Commomwealth, my Goverrment

lays great stress upon it because more than half the members of
the Commorwieslth are around or in the Indian Ocean and the South
Pacific Ocean, the two Cceans which wash Australia's-shores. The
Commorwealth tius provides a natural forun witiin which Australia
and all these other countries can discuss any matters at all, You
scarcely would find such g diverse set of nations economically and
. politically as there are in the Commorwealth, but the discussicns .
which tgke place between them in in that framework are rmch moie
tolerant, patient, than tajte place betveen szuch diverse nations in
any other circumstances, Now that beirg ............between
Australia and Britain. There are two particular matters where
we want to mcke a charge. We still have God Save the Queen as
our National Anthem and, particularly, gmong yourger people who are
interested in sporting events and so on, they find this is a matter
of shame or at least ridicule that if any of our people win an
international event, the British Nationzl Amthen is played to
comemorate the occasion. And we are holdirg a competition to
devise g Nationgl Anthem of our own, Now this is scarcely a
revolutionary idea., It should hzve happened sges ago.  Australia
really is one of the oldest States in the world. Now, we have
had independence ttroughout this century. Tie still kept on this
relic. There is another thing that we want to change. I told
you that we are a federal system and it is still possible for litigants
to take their disputes in sppesl from the Supreme Courts of our
States to the Judicizl Committee of the Privy Council in Iondon.
It is, of course, absurd that citizens of ary country can litigate
their differences before a court sitting in amother country,
composed of Judges appointed by the Govermment of that other
country and giving judgements in the fom of advice to the head
. of State of that other country., The Judicigl Committee of the
Privy Council delivers judgements which are advice to the Queen
of the United Kingdom, not to the Queen of Australia. Well, this
is a mgtter which we are aiming to alter. 1 zm embarrassed and also
I em ashamed beceuse it find it more ludicrous than anythirg else,
but the Australian States are mow asking the British Goverrment
to keep the Privy Council to save them from Australia's own courts. I have
o doubt Australia's Judges are mot gmised. You must bear with
it - these colonial hangovers. Now, ircidentally, the title

.‘ '0.0...0..12




cf the Queen in Australia has teen for the last 20 years, Elizabeth
IT, by the grace of (zOd of the United Kingdom, fustralia and her
other realms and territories Queen, head of the Commommealth, Defender
of the Faith. DNow over Easter it was arranged between us that

the title should now be and there is an Act before our Parliament

to ratify this, Elizabeth II, by the Grace of God, Queen of Austrslia
and other realms and territories, head of the Commorwez)th, The |
Queen positively welcomes being described as Queen of Australia,
instead of Queen of the United Kingdom, Australia, cte. She
positively welcomes that and there is no disagrecment about dropping
the title Defender of the Iaith, whkich has no hictorical or
constitutiongl validity in Australia, We are a separate country
from Britain., We are an entirely independent country. We have

. the same head of State, but the head of State functions are carried
out by the Governor-Genersal, who is nominated by the Quecn on the
advice of the Australian Goverment and now it will always be an
Austrglian citizen who is the Governor-General.

Question: Are you comvinced that Britain is intcrested in the
Commorweal th ?

Prime Minister: Britain is no longer obsessed with the Cozpmon—
wealth, $Ae doesn't place much emphasis on it. .42. %&M

but that doesn't mean the other members of the Commerwealth shouldn't
place emphasis on that, There would be relations between Australia
and Britain whether there was still a Commonwealth or not, or whether
Bmta.ln and Australia were both or either in the Commorwealth or

not. T value the Commorwealth particularly becsuse as I say it is
very wide-spread and a tolercnt organisgtion to which so many

States within Australia's general envirorment belo*Jg I believe
there is value for us in this cormection.

Mr Reghavan, P.T.I.:  Mr Prime Minister, what is the position

of the Asian-Pacific Association......Is it correct to assume that
you are not having in mind any security an‘aréements as such or any
security ideas and if it is an organisation that you are ervisagirg
like the Organisation of African Unity or the Oxgarﬁsétion of
American States ? In the United Nations itself Australia is
clubbed together with the West Buropean countries, or you plan

to have some charges in this direction ? |
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Prime Minister: I certainly wouldn't ervisage that ary arrange-
ments which are made in the Westerm Pacific or South-Eest Asia
would have any military comotations. I wouldn't wish it., I
would thirk it quite unrealistic to expect them even if I did wish
them, Australia, Canada and New Zealand, I thirk, are grouped
with the Western Zuropean nations for the purpose of filling the
vacancies on the Security Council and on the verious organs of the
United Nations. It's purely a votirg pattern, purely for electoral

‘purposes. There is no ideological...... .

It's just for electorsl purposes. And the...... .

in that group don't get together, as I understend it, to have
political discussions cr to cancus on decisions tuey will take.

I take this opportunity of saying that I have made it plain to our

representatives in the United Nations that from now on they are not

only to ascertain what the intentions on any resclution are by
Britain and Anerica. I also want to be infoirmed what company we
will be in in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. To give exanples,

I don't say that this is exhaustive. I want my officers to advise

me always what they believe the coting intentions will be of

Canada, Japan, Indonesia, India and some of the African countries,
for exgmple Tanzenia. I find it quite objectionable that so often
in the past Austrslia found herself voting on the other side to

all her neighbours, including all the Commonvezlth countries in the
Indian Ocean. I thirk this is irrstional, I «hirk it is counter-
productive. It docsn't mean that ore disregards on how Britain
and America are goirg to vote, but they are not the only people to
whose vote one will pay regard. There can be inctancss where

the interests of Britain or America may diverge from those of
Australia., And, of course, there can be instances where the
interests of Indiap and Australia can diverge. The main thing

is, however, that we should at least understand wihat each of

us hgs in mind, whot we regard as our interests.

Question: Questicn mot clear - relgtes to tne massive axms

deal concluded with Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iran. Don't you think
this.......reckless and irresponsible ? -

Prime M‘miétor:' I have really only discussed these matters
in any degree.......this week and I wouldn't like to express a
view on the short and shallow opportunity I have so far had
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to discuss the matter. The Fersian Gulf is very obviously now

in every sense the Fersian Gulf and these sug)l 3tates around the
Gulf with a total population of, I thirk, orly 200,000, have very
great oil revemec and they are able to establish vely considerable
air forces. I thirk they ave omly Tighter aircraft, hut I reglly
should look irto this more before expressing a view upon it. Iran
is a nation of coiisiderable population and, in some respects, of

vei:y éreat resom;ca:s and it also has 'a" its head of State an experienced
and determined maon. Wheanione looks =t any strategic
situatior, ong cbviously has to have regard to *the cohesicn of the
nations concermed, EBut tiie fact that Iran, one of the oldest nations

in the world, is now developirg a degree of cchesion in international

Significance is a matter which doesn't worry me. I would expect
that a nation of that location, of that history, of that population,
would develop significance.




