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FILIZ LT COLLICTION O LIT:HOGILPLHS

The Prime linistor todoy announced thov tie hLustrolion
Government had cqulrcd for the Tuiture Austrelion llotional Gallery
one of the richest private collections of lithograpias ever assembled,

“he collecction is +thoat of lir. Felix lian, one of the
n
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pioneers oi nodern Uhoto-aour alism, who first became interested in
llthogranhy in %le corly 1930's and begen putting together and
Cocumenting his now famous collection.,

The purchese price of the collection was 165,000 pounds
sterling (3330,000),

Items in the collection date from the beginnings of
lithogrophy ond meny are eitiaer unique or ex remelj rore., It is
believed thot for quality ond depth the collection hos Tev rivals.
Its acquisition will plaoce the Lustralian Hotional Gallery among the
leading centres ol the world for the study of the history and
Gevelopuent oif this art form,

Felix lian, well=known as 2 pionecr ol photo-journalism,
and from 1933 to 1S45 chie? pnotowraoger of Ficture Post, begon to
assemble in the 1930's whot is now probably thac best known ond nost
extensive private collection of lithographs in the world, r. lion is
nowv 81, e is on acknowledgel authority on the medium and has lirown
personclly many of the great artists of our time wao have used
lithogrupblc technicues, It has been long his wish to sce the
collection 2o0used intoet in o major muscum,

Zutensive inquiries vere mode by the Commonwecltih Lxrt
Advisory soord before the Gecision to nurcinase vos talien. The
Director of the Illational Gallery, Lir. Jo nes hOlllSO 1, and o member
o7 the Boord, lir. fred Illllan», visived ZEurone la v Hovemoer to
womine the collection in detoil ard personally assess its immorvonce,

The collection constitutes o unique survey of the worlt of
the mony artvists who have node significant use of llquvr,nhy. It
contains rarities which even greot museums , such as the 3ritisn
lluseuns and the lietropolitan iuseum of Lrt, llew Zoriz, do not own.
Mmile other museums undoubtedly have fine collectlons of lithozreonhs,
it is believed thot few would rival oxr surpass the lian coll ection
in depth.

the

With the documerntotion cecompanying tihe collection,
Lustrolion lational Gallery is well-pleced to become one of the

leading world centres for the study of litnography.

AITDRAR RN
Fuilinhius - lieliot o




