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26 January 1973
NEV GOVIRNITCNT ARRANGEITHTS FOR THE ARTS

In my policy speech I mentioned my Government's
commitment to the arts and our intention to legislate to
cstablish the Australian Council for the Arts as an
independent and strengthened agency to carry out our policies
in this field,

The policies which my Covernment will pursue will
have a two-fold objective - the pursuit of excellence and
the spread of interecst and participation. ‘e will supnort the
national institutions and programmes which produce, suctain and
display the top level of professiocnal achicvement in the arts -
the major theatre companies and orchestras, the National Gallery
and collection, and smaller groups ond narticular rrojects of
high guality. But our support for cstablished organisations and
axt Torms will be balanced by a strong orogramme of encouragement
for cxperiment and development, and for numerous smaller groups
and individuals whose activities bring enjoyment to many people,

Je now proposc to take our first step to improve the
range and cffecctiveness of our sun.wort for the arts at
Commonwealth level. “Je believe that public supvort is best
provided through a body ectablished independently of government,
Vitality in the arts is frequently accompanied by innovation, by
controversy and by challenge to established conventions of taste,
beliefs and behaviour. Artists nced protection fronm unnecessary
restraints, and governments should bc able to resist pressures
from those who are disturbed by controversy and challenge.

Therc are at precent a number of advisory bodies
assisting the Federal Govermnent with the administration of the
srts. [ refer to the Advisory Committee of the Cormonwealth
Literary Tund, the Commonwealth Art Advicory Board, the
Cormittee for Commonwealth Assistance to Ausiralien Compesers:,
the Australian Council for the Arts and the Interim Courcil for
a Hetioral Film and Television Schcol. These bodies performed
veefuily in the past, and their members bave provided dedicated
and cnthusiastic service, in many instances over long year.. e
are grateful to them for their contributicn o the development of
the arts in Australia and we hope that it wiil be possible to
continue to take advantaze from time to time of thoir experience
in this fielo. Iowever, we believe that the rapid expansion ir
the arts over the last few years and the likely indication of
their futuvre growth calls now for a ncre comprehensive and
co~-ordinated plan.

Ve arc therefore rropcsing to croate a neu
Justralian Council for the Arts iy which the TunctdChs of thbe ,
existing adviszory bodies will he resumed. "he nevy Coincil will
be cgtablishcd by an Act of Farlicment which we hope will he
introduced during the next secsion. The bhacin of the new Council
vill be seven boards dealing with different areas of the arts.
The Tollowing boards will be appointed:

Theavre, Visuval and Tlastic arts, IMusic, Literature,
Crafts, Pilm and Tclevicion, snd Aboriginal Arte.
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These beards will be the main zource cf velicy
initiatives in their fielc, They wiil have authcrity to deal
with their own budget a2llocation and in consultetion with the
australian Council for the Lrts, to appcoint zrecinlist staff
and conrilittees to implerent their policiec. Theywill be the
riain point of LO”WUDlQ“"lon with artiste and people involved
in their field. The chairman of each of these boards will be
a nenber of the Australian Council for the Arts.

The new Council will have diflerentc functions and
comnosition from the exivziing body. It will be responsible to
L}c Govovnmcnb for the cdevelopment of broad policicae for the arts

st Cormonwvealth devel., It will advice the Government on new
JleLduLVQ cn overall bucgctary recuirercents and on matters
referred to lt by me or by oiker linistcri: or bodiles, It will act
as a Tforum for joint discussion and cc-cordinated planning between
the various Doards and will develop programmcs of common interest
and participation, including a programme of irternational cultural
cxchangecs. It will provide rescsrceh, adminisiravive and
censultancy services to the boards, and will be cnatled to

be built vn a body of expert stofi o ac.ist in the administration
ctf support for tho arts. It will cgtablish and maintein relations
vith State and Jocal govermitents and with other bedics providing
support in this field.

The Council will have four categorics of members,
It will include people of broad generul expcrlcence with an interect
in the arts, the chairman of ceven boards, the cecretaries of those
Governnent depariments amsccicted ith its work, and & nunmber
cf artiste and people ,clerg in the arts. Zhe verms cf
arpointment will allow for regular replacement of menbers so
that e may have over & period of time the benefit of advice
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and etimvlue from a wide range of intcrested dedicated peorle.
The cetailed opcraticns of the new Council and its

boards will take some time to work out. I am anxious howevcl,

tlhhat our support for the arts should not be delaycd, and that
planning for the next year should not be prejudiced. T am
therecfore proposing to anpoint the new Council at once, to azk
it to agsume respons 1117113 in the short term for the continuation
~f existing programmcs and policies, and to prepare for me as soon
15 possible a plan for the new orgﬂni'ntinn vhich will cnable us to
sroceed with legislative ang other arcangements.
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Until the Council ras the oprortunity to set up ite
own organisation it will be cerved by the staff of the present
Council for the Arts which will collaborate with departmentel

and other officers who in the past have worked with the various
Comﬂonwoalth agencics in the arts. During this pericd

Dr., Jean Battersby will act as the Council's Iixecutive COfficer.
Turing this inteim period the present Council for the Arts will
continue to be recponsible for the Theatre Arts and other
Commonvcalth orgonisations will carry out their present functions
in consultation with the nevly appocinted Council.

I am glad to announce that the following people have
agreed to be foundation membicrs of the new Council:

e /3




-3
CATEGORY I

(General members)

Dr. H.C. Coombe (Chairman of the Council)

Professor R.I. Dcwning, Ritchie Research
Trofessox of I'conomics in the
University of Ilelbourne

r. PoJ. Brusey, Q.C.

Frs, Betty Burstall

ir. H.R. (¥im) Bonython

Ir, J.L. i‘enadue, Gencral Manager of Hlirror-Australian-
Telegraph Publications

iir. . Bluck, State Secretary of the Musicians Union
in VloA.

CLTECORY IT

(Chairman of the boards)

Lir., Dick Roughsey (Chairman of the Aboriginal Arts Board)

Mrs. Maria Gazzard (Chairman of the Crafts Board)

Professor C. Dlainey, Frofessor of LFconomic Liistory in
the University of lielbourne and
present Chairman of the
Commorniicalth Literary Iund
Advisory Doard (Chairman of the
Literature Doard)

lir. Donald Banks, composer (Chairiman of the liusic Doard)

Mr., H.J. Baily, Dircctor of the Art Gallery of S.A.
(Chairman of the Visual and
Tlastic Arts Doard)

Yr. Peter Hall, current architect of the Sydney Opera
liouse (Chairman of the Theatre
Board)

Mr. Phillip Adams, journalist and advertising
executive (Chairman of the Film
and Televigion BDoard)

CATEGORY ITI

(Artists and performers)

Mr, David Villiamson, playwright

Mrs. Judith Vright-llcKinney, poet

lir. Clifton Tugh, artist

Mr. Tim Johnson, artict

I'iss Caroline Jones, television journalist
lir. Don Burrows, jazs musician

CATEGORY IV

(Representatives of Comrionwealth Departments and the,
A 1
tLoBoCo)

Sir John Twunting, Secretary of the Department of the
Frime liinister and Cabinet
Sir Keith aller, Secretary of the Department of
Poreign Affairs
Mr., J.H. Oswin, Secretary of the Department of the NMedia
lir. T.S. Duckmanton, Gencral Ianager of the Australian
Droadcasting Commission
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I 2w sure thaot artists and pcoplc intcrested in the
progress of the arts will wish the new Council well and I trust
that they will be willing as need arises to cooperate in its
important werk,

CANBERRA A.C.T,




