"\\\ THE PRINE LINISTER!S PRESS COITERIICE AT ALBURY-
N TODOIIGA THURSDAY, JAITUL2Y 25, 1973

PRIIT IUISTER: Thanks ladies and gentlemen,

Do Your figure of 300,000; vas this in agreement with the Premiers;
vould they have said that it may have been less?

PRIME MINISTER: I think there was the difference between 250,000 and
300,000 vhich is minute in this context., The fact is that we all have
confidence that a very large inland city can nov be created through
our co—onerative efforts,

Q. Could you put a price on this cdevelopment?

PRUT LIDISTER: lo. I think one can %alie a gencral assessment that
development of a new city lilze this will cost less per head tvhan a
development of Sydney or lielbourne to accommodate a similar number

of people. It costs Governments 10,000 to put & new resident in
Cydney or lielbourne. It costs Governments $7,000 to put them in a
nev place lilte this,

Qe Prime liinister, in the Communique you say after the Governments
heve examined the report of preliminary study. iave you set a date
for +the start of that report and vhen you want its findings?

PRIMZ MINNIGTE2: The study may easily be done within a couple of
months ve are informed,

e Prime liinister, do you or are you able to estimate the cost of
the early studies of this particulaer project?

PRIMZ MINISTZ2: It is quite a small amount really - a couple of
thousand dollars,

Te 7ill it be dome by Government departments or will you get
outsiGe opinions?

SIR R0BERT ASKIM: It is being done by H.U.R.D.A. but wvith the
co—operation of the State Planning Authorities of Hew South ales
and Victoria.

Do as the Commonwvealth given any commitment that it will send
public servants - Commonwecalth public servants — to live in the
Llbury-=JocConga area?

PRIIE HINISTZR: lo. Every Feceral Depariment has been ashed to report

on vhet number of public servants, in what sectors of the Federal public

service can be efficiently established in Alvury-Jodonza.

[t )

. Is there any stage vhere that could possibly run to several
housend public servants coming vo live here?

PRIG LINISTER: I think we can expect that where will be several
thousand public servanis living in the designated area.
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.+ Oir, has any cost been put on the acquiring of “the land in wuae
area?

~

N

PRINE MIMIISTSR: o,
e Sir, hov quicily would you like the feasibility study to be
completed-aid the steps talien tovards achieving tais goal vivich
you decided on today?

PRIME MIIVISTER: Vell I thiniz I have already said thet it will provadly
be done within two moniis. JZou will noiice that the kinisters concerned
lir, Uren, lir. Fuller and Ir. Hurrey-Byrne can mect before there is any
legislation, They can Go that straight awey and, 2urthermore, the tirce
officials who will constituie the interim committee, they can meel
straight evay. It is not nccessary to pass legislation through the
three parliaments beforc the liinisterial Council meets and operates

cnd before the Interim Officials Committee meets and operates,

G Could you szy, Sir, when you believe there will be 300,000 people
living in this arecs, How many years?

PRIIZE LHIINISYEZR:  In my lifetime.
e In about 25 years?
PRIl NIIIISTER: You fletter me,

Q. Tere there any discussions on other development regions in either
ilew South ales or Victoria, lilte Bathurst or Orange?

PRIIE MINISTER: In passing, yes. oSir 2obert Askin and I are issuing
o statement about & feasibility study on the Sathurst and Orange region
in which the Commonwealth aind Ilew Jouth Tales are sharinz ithe cost,.

Lo Did Viectoria go for any other development repions?

PRIIE IiINISTZR: 1llo, There vas no specific commitment to any oilaer
development regions. The great significance of this region irn vhose
heart wve are mceting today is thot it seemed a clear cenire vhere there
was every prospect for success, Therefore, we could get the boosting
o? morale to shov that Goveraments, in fact, can create a great new
inland city ot this time., It was also an area vherc you had two State
governments able to co-operate and the Commonwealih for various
historical and geographic reasons can also meite a very significont
contribution, so this was an excellent place to start it. If this is
a success, as we all believe it will be, then tiicre are good hopes of
success for other regions including inlcond Austraiia.

2 Your commitment to Oranpge-Batihurst, is this only in the
feasibility studies or is it in the development.

P2IITE MINISTIR: 1o, in feasibility studies. Ve ore anxious to know

the facts, and if the Tacts shov that it is & good prospect then we
will be in it as a Commonirealth.
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e Did llew South Tales zive you any feasibilivy facis toGcay on
Bathurst-Orange?

PROE MINISTEIR: Ilo.

e Will you be stopping the building of Commonweclth buildings in
LY

Sydney and Melbourne before you get the results of this feesibility
study?

PRIIZ MINISTER: Well we have already announced that the Spring Street
project in lielbourrne is being re-cxemined and, as you know, the Public

Jorks Commi%itee of tie Federel Paorliament rejecived a proposal for a
Toolloomooloo projcct for Commonwvealth public servonts. This is

really another asmect but wvhere Commonweslth buildings are to be sited

is one of the terms of refereance of a TFederal Cobinet committee at ‘
this moment. And we will, of course, bear in mind not only regional |
centres such as Albury-Jodonge buv also new cities ~ nev regional

centres - in the existing metropoliten arcas of Sydney and llelbourne, ‘

Go Lna Canberra?
PRIIE KINIBTER: ell thcot has alrecdy been done in Canberra.

T Will it stop growth in Canberra?
PRIME LKIISTZ2: lloe Coanberra would nov grov if the CTommonvealth never
undertoolk a further commitment, but there will be furiher commitments
vhich the Commonweclth clearly will underizize in Conberra. Conberra

is now well anc surely launched, It could carry on uncCer its owm

steam 1T that was necessary.

7. Prime liinister, a personzl question. You have been virtually living
witl: Llbury-Todonga, in that even you hove called hitlamabad for five
vears I think, How do you feel now after this - what you call historic
talls %oday. Is this how you really alweys imegined it. Have you got
winat you reclly wanived?

PRIME MIUISTER: liy word. This has been a very greot experience for all

of us. OSure I have mentioned this complex Jor quite some years and So

has Mr. Uren buv tne two State goveruments have also had this in mind
ond there have been reports in waich it has been expressly cited. llov
wviot has happened is that we have 2ll got together and ve have Tound
how mnch easier it is to do it jointly. llow I don'v want to eject the
nane Yiitlamabed bub this was tac one question in which ve didn't

come to on agreement, I had suggested Askinville ocnd then it was
suggested amerton., Both the eponymous heros declined the honour,
Someone suggested Urenopolis or some less seemly variation still,

but if you insist I will accept “Thitlamabad,

Qs 3ir Robert, you expressed what might be itermed as some rescrvations

this morning in your opening speech, 4re you satisfied with the decisions
that hove been made today?

ceo/d




\\ - e —

SIS‘ROBERT ASHIN: I don't remember expressing reservations, I
referred to the need Zor a careful examinction ol some of-dhe
propaositions that were cxpecited to be put up, As vo wihether I'm
satislied or not, I soid before the conference that I felv it vos an
experihent in co-operation between the three parities, and I said at +the
concluston of the conference in paying itribuite to the FPrime linister in
convening“the -conference cond the way he conducted it that I felt the
experiment Znd co-operation had been eminently successful.e I don't
think ve ecould have covered anymore grounc and arrived ot so many
decisions of principle and cuite o fow on major deivail in such a
comporatvively short time having in mind the enormity of tne project
that wve hove set about launching vodayi

DRIIZ HINISTIR:  Sir Robert mentioned thot e had made some gracious
remarks about me, ond I appréciste what he said and I'm gled to
acinovledge it here publicly, bub I think that perhaps we should say
that we all, at the end of the conference, poaid tribute to the aavisers
bhot the three Governments have hoed here and those thot they hove had
in their copitals, beczuse it would have been impossible ©o have
covercd so many matters and to have Gecided so mony moitters but for the
very fine public servanis and advisers that the threc Governments have
avaoilable to them. The 70 per ceat of the Australion people vho live
in areas over which the three Goveraments here representve¢ preside ore
well served by their public servants,

e

= 7111 the Federal Goverament accent the ilew South Jales invitation
£
v

L}
o consider reducing sveel prices in some form?

PRIIZ NINISTZZ: As you know, the Federal Goverrmment hasa't made any
reprecsentations to lir, Justice loore in his inquiry. Sir Robert Askin
mentioned this matter to lool:r at. It is certalnly a relevant matter,
Some of you in the Federal Press Gellery may remember tnat I did roise
this question in about August 1971 - the foct thot steel prices vere’
Tixed ot capital city rotes and cay provincionl centres including say,
so large o one as Townsville which is right on the coast, had to »pay

so much more, although the delivery cost from say Port Xembla or
Mewecastle to Townsville is no greater than 1Y is vo some other ploces
where the steel costs less. And the answer I got from the linister for
Trode and Indusiry at that time wos thot it was o motter for the
comncrcial determinntion of iie company concernced, I don't accept thot
proposition myself but it is too soon for me to say anything about i,
Clearly one of %he things we have to look at is the ave ilability of
basic products in nev centres, and governments cen do o certain amount
but it is certainly incumbent on large corporcotions to play their poart
as well, It is not fair that peonle should have to spend so nuch

nore ior the particulor commodity you mention or for oither basic
coimmodities oultside tne Svate conivals,

Te 3ir Robert Lskin hos indeed indicoted thot Bethursy and Oraage
woulda lille to sece some acceleroted development. A question to lir,

Zomer ol lir, 3yrne:

That areos would they lilie to see next developed in Victoria?
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ME. BAIERL Tell we hove clready designoted five arcas for accelerated
developnent~of which Todonga was one and the reason for designoting
Todonga as one of the five was beccuse of itvs potential for growth
jointly with Albury of the sort which we have nov determined on today.
30 the remoining four, therefore, wihich ore Ballorat, Bendigo, the
Latrobe Valley and Portland core the areas we have already Gesignoted
Tor accelerched development and in some respects they ore alrecdy
acaicving it,

i, UREll: I have had discussions with Iir. Ilurrey-Byrne ocnd there is
another one undervay so os to balance the budget betireen Victorio and
ilew South Teles. I don't wont Lo nome it becouse tvhere might be
speculation in the areo.

(%)

Ge Leaving the Loan Council cnd the Premiers Conference oside, would
you Gescribe today!s nmeeting as o successful exercise in federalism?
?

S

QI3 HITISTER: Ly wvord, I vould.

T2

I ROBERY ASIIil: Tes I supnort that too.

PRIIE HIUISTER: "Geatlemen, both the Premiers have planes waiting for
them - of course, my plone doesn't arrive bacli until tomorrow morning -
so are tleire any morc questions?

Qe I have one further question cbout tae Orange-Bothurst area. ilony
people still feel thoet you Gid come nere todoy hoping to get something
for your project in Orange-Bothurst ond that perhaps you may tend to
takze the attitude that you weren't prepared to Lfully support Albury-
Todonga unless you got more support for Orenge-Bothurst?

SI2 ROBIRT ASXINl: That would be one hundred per cent wvrong.




