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This is an historic meeting. It is the first time on
wihich the Governments of the two oldest and most important
States have come together with the Commonvealth to plan the
development of a new city., I trust it will signal tihe beginning,
not only of similar regional development projects, but of a
nevw spirit of common cnterprise within our Federation. The
Purray River, once the symbol of colonial separation and
interstate rivalries, may yect come to stand for a newv cra
of interstate co-operation,

All three Governments represented here are committed
to decentralisation. New South Wales and Victoria have worked
tovards this goal over many years. But my Goverument believes
that only with the active participation of the Commonwealth,
in a scheme involving all threce Governments as well as ‘the
local authorities, can real decentralisation be achieved,

This enterprise is therefore a challenge %o our energy,
our ability to work together, and our determination to ensure
the success of a pilot project which may onc day convert our
former dreams and theories into living and concrete recality.
On the outcome of this task, the whole future of decentralisation
in this country may stand or fall,

Ity Government is committed to the concept of building
new cities. In my policy speech last November, I announced that
at first we would concentrate our initiatives and endeavours in
the Albury-YWodonga area. In making this choice, we were conscious
that as a national Goverament our involvement would benefit 1wo
States, and ease the pressure on our two largest cities - Sydney
and belbourne.

As I have mentioned, we regard this project as only
the first of several new cities with the developrnent of which
we will Dbe involved., Ve arce determined, therefore, 1o use our
full resources to cnsure its success., We believe that the
ciaances of success arc high, Its location on the transport
corridor betlwecen Lelbourne and Sydney will be attractive to
industry. It has an adecquate supply of water., It is
convenient to major recreational areas, and its natural
cnvironment provides a beautiful setting.

Let me outline briefly what the Commonwealtir hopes to

see happen at Albury-Vodonga. e look fTirst of all, for a
significant acceleration of population growth. Much of this
increased population would, we hope, be made up of people

who would othiecrwise have gone to Sydney or Melbourne. Ve

wvant to sec Albury-Vodonga achieve the status of a major

city. We set no limit to its growth, but believe that if

the new city is to achieve its major purpose it should have

at least 300,000 people. 4&nd this growth will be planned
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to ensure a quality of life at the highest level: Pollution
will be controlled: The environment protecved.

The econonic bencfits of this development must pass
to the people of Australia. Large sums of public moncy must
be spent. e belicve that this can give a good return but
we must ensure that the return is to the community al large
and 1s not topped off to provide an unearnced cain to land
speculators. Ve want land to be cheap and i%s use to be
controlled in such a way that the new city is both beautiful
and cfficient. ‘o also wont home ownership in the now city
to be less of a burden to familics than it has become 1in ‘the
major Ausiralian cities. To this end Lhe Commonwealth belicves
that the leasehold system must. prevail,

TFrom the beginning of this major project, we want local
people to be involved in its planning and operation. ‘e hope
that the machinery which is devisced to develop and operate this
new city will, in at lcast some resvects, become a model for
future local and regional Governnent,

The Australian Governmenit has available - in the
tlational Capital Development Commission and the ifational Urban
and legional Development cuthority - the fund of technical

xpertise which has conceived, planned and built in Canberra,
the only substantial new Australian city of our time. Tor
historical and constitutional recsons we have had a particular
connection with the Murroy iiver. The Commonwealth will be
associaved wilh supplying the quantity of water required by
the new city through the Snowy Mountains Authority and the
River HMHurray Commission.

Let me outline now the steps my Government has already
talken to ensure the success of this ventures

The Postmaster-General's Department has been instructed
to prepare a report on the cost of recognising Albury-Wodonga
as an extension of the Metropolitan area of both Sydney and
lelbourne, for the purpose of kiceping telephone and lelex charges
ot a suitable level for industrye.

The Australian Universitics Commission and the
Australian Council of Advanced Xducation have, as I have already
indicated in my letters to Sir Robert Askin and iire. ilamer on
the 15th of December, been instructed to confer and report on
the provision of tertiary cducation facilities in this arca.

In accordance with the recommendations of Sir lienry
Bland on the Victorian Land Transport System, tie Bureau of
Transport ilconomics has been instructed to investigate the
impact of inter-system roting practices on rail traffic from
the Riverina.

All Departments in the Federal Governmcat have been

asked to investigate the possibility of locating divisions of
the Public Service in Albury-Jodonga.
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The new Department of Tourism and Recreation has
been instructed to investigate tourist development in Albury-
Wodonga and to recommend a program for increasing it.

Finally, as you are aware, my Government is committed
to amending thbe Commonwealth Grants Commission Act to give local
authorities access to the Commission., Ve propose to encourage
all relevant local authorities in the Albury-VWodonga area to
consult and co-operate in preparing such a submission on a
regional basis, The new Department of Urban Affairs and
Regional Development will malke its expert advisers available
to any co-operative effort among the local authorities.

I do not wish to anticipate the detailed decisions
that will flow from this meeting, but I trust we will reach
common agreement on our objectives, and set in motion a
feasibility study of the project. I hope we will reach
agreement upon the general structure and essential powers
of the tripartite development authority, on the structure
of consultation and supervision at Ministerial level, and
the procedure for involvement of local authorities.

I am grateful to the Governments of New South Wales
and Victoria for their generous co-operation in this scheme
and for the wvaluable worlk they have already done to ensure
its success. Let us bend all our efforts to work in harmony
together and achieve our aims. None of us here is indifferent
to the present sprawling growth of our major cities, with all
the waste, the pollution, the inefficiency they bring, and the
baneful effect of their unchecked growth on the living standards
of our people. MHere is a chance, in the most literal sense, to
build for tomorrow and improve the lives not only of the people
of this region, but of other cities, today and in times to come.




