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AUSTRULIL, 1R

THITLAN, /1D THE CHIEF MIIISTER OF PLPUL ISV GUINEZA,

MR, S0LARE

PLPUL T GUIUZA FISHIUG IGITS - GULE OF CARPEINTARIA

Chief lHinister of Pepua Nev Guinea, IMr,

lre hivlam, and the
Somare, voday issuved

The hustralion Primc linister,

the following statement concerning their discussions in
Canberra on 17 Jenuary 1973,

The Chief liinister hod raised with Kinisters of tae

i previous Lusitralian Government the question of the rights of
‘ the Papua llew Guinca Government to legislate on its own bebalf

on fisheries matters,
. the management of the f
' Australia and Fopuo Ifew Guinea,

ile had 2lso discussed arrongements for
isheries resources in the vwvaters between
On *+that occosion linisters hod

(o]

agreed that both couniries must benefit from joint management
arrengements and mutual co-operation in the exploitotion and
conservetion of the fisheries resources of the seas which lay
between them,

4t that time liinisters also agrced to the following

arrcongements:

delegation of licensing povers to the P.ll.G. Goverament
subject to agreement on interim arrangements to apply
efter the delegation of licensing povers and until <the
tronsfer of complete powers;

work to be commenced on the preparation of separate
fisheries legislation for Papua ilew Guinea, Review

of the cmendments currently proposed to the Commonweclth
Fisheries Lect with o view to exclusion of Papua New
Guinea from the provisions of the Act;

conclusion of interim crrangements to be set dovn in an
exchange of letiers beitween the two governments,

The Popua MNew Guinea Government had then as ked thet the

interim srrcngements include the following provisions:

. (2)

(b)

Fapuo lev Guinea to license an appropricte number of
pravn catcher and carrier vessels to figh in 2ll
proclaimed woters outside the Declared Tisheries Lone;
and

agreement by oll Papue llewv Guines vessels licensed under
(2) above to comply with Australian coanservation and
cnagement measures os applied to other iLustralien

vessels licensed under the Commonwealtih Fisheries Act.
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™ Following those discussions the Chief lMinister hod now
roised with the Prime lidnister the question of rights of access
for Papua llew Guinea fishing vessels into the Gulf of Ceorpentaria,
cnd claimed thed under present adminisvrative orrangements Papun
Mew Guinec vessels wvere being denied cccess to internctional
vaters beecouse the restrictive provisions of the Commonweclth
Fisheries iAct continued to be applied ageinst the interests aof
Pzpua llew Guinca,

The Prime MHinister hes cgreed thov there appeared to be
an cnomolly in the situation, ond thet Ausiroelia had o trusieesihip
responsibility to »romote the economic viability of Papua ilew
Guineeo by providing reasonable assistance to Papue llew Guinea
industries, and sav grounds for & change of ALustrolian policy
to cllowv additional access to the Gulf of Carpentaria Tfor an
sgreed number of Papua Hev Guinea fishing vessels, 7The Chief
Hinister suggested that Papua llew Guinea be granted the right
to license twvelve Papua Illev Guirneo vessels to opercte in the
Gulf of Carpentarie from the commencenent of the 1973 prawning
season., The Prime lMinister ogreed thet thet would be an
appronricte number, and arrongements are being mode to put
this decision into cffect.,

The Prime linister and the Chief linister agrced that
Papua Ilev Guinea fishing vessels opercting in the Gulf of
Carpentoria would remein in international waters outside the
Lustrelian Declored Fishing Zone (12 miles offshore) and would
observe conservotion and managenent meosures as applied to
other vessels licensed under the hustralian Fisheries Act,

CAIDI R e LiaCoTs




