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LAPTOINTIZINT OF SPECILL TRADD JEXASELTATIVE, M.

Go. VL JICK SKITH

The Prime llinister and liinister for Foreign Lffairs,
lir, Thitlam, voday announced the appointment of a Special Trace
lepresentative to represent Australien interests in the forthcoming
multi-lateral tracde negotiations under the General Lgreement on
Tarif? and Trade (GLTTg.

""These negotiations" szid lir. “Thitlam "are regarded by
tie Government as having a significont beering not only on hLustralia's
“reding patterns but on the expansion and liberalisation of world
trade in agricultural and industrial products,

"L prime objeciive of the negotiations is a programme
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aimed at improving +the living stancards of the people of the world,
and about 100 countries are expected to participaie.

"Preliminary meetings will be held over the next few months
and the multi-lateral negotiations are exmected to convinue at least
through 1974". ;

The Government had appointed as Special Trace Representative
Vir. G, Tarvick Smith formerly Secrevary of the Department of the
Interior vho has had extensive experience in internctional trade
nepotiations, In his previous capacities as Deputy Secretary of
the Department of Trade and Industry and Special Commercial
Ldviser in London, Mr, Varwicl: Smith had been directly associated
at senior level with the operations of the GLTY and the complexities
of multi-lateral trade negotiations, He would be located in Canberra
whilst the preparatory work for the negotiations was being carried
out, and would be based in Geneva for the actual negotiations.

"There is" said IMr. Vhitlam "a clear need for an experienced
negzotiator to put the Australian viewpoint at the highest level, In
previous multi-lateral negotviations a number of countries found an
appointment at this level materially assisted their negotiating
positions I would expect the Australian decision to be welcomed
by other participating countries as an indication of the importance
wve attach to the negotictions",
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