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BROLDLCLST Ol 2ADIC AUSTRLLIL BY WES PRIiE MINISUS:, kI,
WEITLAM, CALIBEIRL, 23 DECENHBIR 1972

This is the Prime Hinister of Australia, Gough Thitlom,
speaking to you by the facilities of Zadio iustralia. 2adio Ausvralia
has asked me to make this broadcast so tha?t the millions of people
who know and trust this radio service might get some idea of the
intentions of the nev Government which has just been clected here
in Ausitrolia,

So the first thing I would like to say is cbout Radio
Lustrelia itself., Iy new Government wvonts Zadio hustrelin to keep
going exoctly in the same way as it hes done in the past yecrs. The
Lustrelian Government - the government vhich hes just been defeated
in the electvion as much as my own goverument - has never used cnd
shall never use Radio Lustralia as & propagonda machine, There aas
never been cny differcence between our Lusiralian political parties
about this. Redio Lustralic will continue to be completely
indenendent, completely frece to report the news as it truly is.
tadio Lustralia is not the voice of “he Austraiion Government,
It is the voice of Australia, and the speakers and vriters vhose
wvork you hear are expressing their own views, not the imposed views
of my Government, or any Government. They can do and say whai they
like, according to their professional judgement and slkills, to bring
you the best, most honest programs,

Sut there hos been a change of Government in lustralic -
e change brought cbout just by & majority of the Lustrazlian people
exercising their choice through the ballot box. The previous Government
had been in pover for 23 years; but when the will of the people
became clear on election night, the previous Prime Minister, Lir.
ciiahon, immediately soid that the will of the people was clear ond
the pover of government must therefore be turned over to me and my
party. 4nd it wes done - within o few hours - completely, quietly,
efficiently. A4nd the great thing about the democratic system is
that this is how it happens. Todoy, my colleagues of the new
Government and I hove working, vith us and for us, the whole of
Lustralia's grest and dedicated civil service = the same men and
wvomen who have been serving a differentv Government for 23 ycors
past, nov giving us the same faithful, loysal service they gave
our defcated opponents,
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Yet, in this context, it would be churlisix not to
agknov}odge our traditional, our decep and abiding relotionship with
the United Stctes. In the great essentials, there will, under my
Government, be no decisive chonge in thot relationshipe The itreaty
betveen Australia, Uew Zecland ond vhe United States, the LllZ2US treaty,
wvill remein the crucicl ireaty for Austrolia, Indeed, we shall try
to make L 1TZUS live again, nore constructive, more.- fruitful, more
meaningful, than it has ever been, It is my Government's profound
belief that V ietnom did not gnd 4merica's role in our ncignbourhood;
it ended the destructive part of thot role, and we believe o nev,
better and magnificently constructive role lies checd for vhe United
Stotes, if only we in this region can help cncourage the imericon
people - the most generous, most ideclistic people in history - to
ccecep’t this nev role., Dut it depends on us -~ 21l of us in this region -
o5 much as on them,

Let me say this = I am tremondously confident about the
prospects for our region. There is every chance thot over the next
10 years +the rich couniries like Lustrolia, ilev Zealand, Japan and the
United States will accept greater responsibility in meking o determined
and combinecd attocl on the poverty, starvation, illiteracy, vhet leop
us 211 beaciz, ond lessen all of us os human beings. There will be no
internotional war in our region in our time, Let us 2ll use this
unnarallelled opportunity! Let us make this our objective -~ thot
every child nov born in our part of the world shell have a cieance
for o life without fear, without want, without ware. Is this an
impossible goal? Perhaps -~ but vhy, in the neme of reason, in the
nome of humonity, should wve set our sights ot less? Let us ot least
malie the attempt. Years ago, I said, in o rother bleak time Zor my ‘
porty, "Let us now begin", For our region I say, with hope and ‘
confidence, "Let us now begin anew', |
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