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Prime Minister, the oil strike is now officially
over. I think the first thing we weould like to Xnow from
you is where does the Government go from here?

I have already given the Presiding Officers of the
House and of the Senate advice that bhecause the strike is
over it is not necessary to call Parliament togesther.

It has been suggested over the last week or two
that perhaps the Goveranment did not do the very best job
it could do to settle this strike, that your Covernment
could have donec something more positive. How would you
answer these suggestions?

I deny that. You first of all have to ask yoursclf
what power we have under the Australian Constitution.
And the simple fact is that we have only one power, and
that is arbitration and conciliation, and that is in the
nands of the Conciliation and 2rbitration Commission.
When it appeared as though the Commission might have failed,
I resorted to the cnlyv alternative that was available to
us -=- to prepare emergencv legislation as Mr Chifley had to
de in 1949, and I had to do in the case of the Stevedoring
Industry in 1956. Consequently, I gave instructions for
this emergency legislation to be prepared and I made
arrangements, too, to call the Housc, that is the Parliament,
together in order that the legislation could be put on the
statute books. This was done in the interests of the
community.
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This zmeryency legislation wazs nropared for nossible
use tomorrow morning. MNow by that I would assume that it
is all rendy whenever vou need it from now on?

Yes, it will be.

Can you enact it without there being an emergency in
the first place? In other words, can you add it to your
armoury of laws to holp out, or must you wait for the
emergency before you can pass the law?

We could make it nermanent legislation and therefore
it would not be necessarv to introduce it as an emergency
measure, But usually this is regardad as an affront to the
trade union movement, and for that reason, we nrafer to
handle it on an emergency basis.

Prime Minister, therz have ba2en verv strong suygestions...
. .Mr Whitlam particularly on this programme last Monday
night suggestad that thare has been collusion between your
Government and particularly the foreign-owned ©0il companies
in this country. The suggastion is that your Government,
as part of ite attempt to curb inflation has tried to feorce
the o0il companies to refuse to negotiate with the unionists,
What do you ay tc that?

That is false, even dishonest. There has been no
collusinn. In fact, I have remainced separated from this.
I have helieved it was a matter for arbitration itself.
So I can't agree with them, and Mr Hawke himself last night
on television had to say that he couldn't prove there was
collusion, but he thought because of a combination of
circumstances there might have bheen. He answered for me
the accusationn made by Mr Whitlam. I say emphatically =
and I would say it over and over again - there was none.
But I would have to go a stage further. We were acting in
the public interest, we were acting in accordance with our
gonstitutional power, and we were determined that we would
do all in our power, first to end the strike, and secondly,
to nrevent tco much unemnlcoyment and too much damage to the
Australian pecple and to the Australian ecconomy.

Apart from forming this emergency legislation, have
you learnt anvthing in terms of vessible Constitutional
change or have yocu in retrospect decided that there was
something else your Government could have dnne in the last
two weeks which wasn't done?

I am what they call a federalist and consequently
I have never been what could be regarded as a very strong
believer in drastic changes to the Constitution. BRut I
have learnt, not only as Minister for Labour and National
Service but now as Prime Minister that there is one change
to the Constitution that must be made in time, and that is to
give the Cormonwealth powar to legislate in respect of
industrial disputes when they are of a national character.
And I believe the oil dispute and the failure in the transport
industry is a clear indication that this is a national
problem and that the Commonwealth Parliament should have the
constitutional power to legislate.
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And 1laoking back ovary thesae last twun disturbed
weeks, 3o you think there is anything the Government
could iave dnne that it didn't do?

I don't think 52, Tho only action we could have
taken was to call the Parliament togather and to introduce
emergency lecislation to deal with the kind of »nroblem
that emerged as a result of the strike. We did that, and
imoposrtantly, it has to be remembored that from the moment
I anncunced that we ware prepared tn recall Parliament,
s¢,toc, did all the other activities commence, Ags for
example, Mr Justice Moore then deocided that he would make
rccommendations to the two parties for a resolution of
the disvute and to get the men back to work. So, too, 4Aid
vou f£ind other mcmbers of the trzde union movement,
particularly leaders of the trade union, and in one case,
a leader in the Trades Hall Council in Sydney, were prepared
to make recommendations to the Australian Council of Trade
Unions that thev should let the men go back to work. In
other woxds, I kelieve that our action was the beginning
of a process, and that process endzd today when the men
decided overwhelmingliy to go kack tn wor% and to accept
arbitration.

Thanii you vexrv much Prime Minister.




