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I have rcad some press revorts originating from a television
proaramme in Aus‘ralia, to thz effect that I considar that the
existence of a written Five Power Zrrangemenit was nct really necessary.

considers the Five Power Arxrangaments with Singavore, ilalaysia, lew
Zealnw’ and the United Kingdow arc of great importance.

. For their substance thay necessarily rely on the sense of
mutnal intercost of the five countries concerned and their goodwill and
trust towvards each otier.

The cxistence of a written instrument is a nacaessary frame-
work to pcrmit the nractical action to arrange training and dlSDOnltlon
of forces and co-operation amonc those forces and with the st
governmonts.,

In Djakarta yestcorday, I nake some remarks about pacts in
general in the vuntgxt of thao nueabio put to me kv an interviewver,
as to :iiether we should have a vact w1un Indonesia. I oointed cut

‘ that tha historical hackgrcund to Australian-Indoncsian hilateral
elationg was entirely differesnt from the long standing co-operation
in defence matters which has oxisted writh Malaysia and Singavore.

‘ I also made the vnoint that what is vitel in any relationship
is the totality of it and that pacts and agreements are less
1nportanL than the goodwill and mutual trust on which they nust be
based if thoey are to be cffectivz,

Canberra

. I want to makz it clear that the ~ustralian Government
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