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Prime Minister, Excellencies, and Distinguished Guests :

It is a privilege to be the guest of the Singapore Covernment
and to return once more to a city I have visited many times, but not
until now as Prime iiinister of Australia.

As you said, Mr Leec, I was last here as Foreign Minister in
1971 for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. On that
occasion, I was impressaed by the admirable way Singapore nlayed host
to our Commonwealth colleagues - and if you will nermit me to say so,
Mr Le2, I admired your masterly handling of the proceedings as Chairman.

When Australians come to Singavore, Prime Minister, they do not
fecl they walk among strangers. - They know they are among friends.
It is in that spirit I am here tonight.

There are bonds between our countries winich I value - and some
are the subject of nclitical differences in Pustralia. But, as I said
this morning when we spoke togethar in private, it is not my intention
to export domestic »nolitical controversy.

The matters that concern us both, are, I bkelicve, fundamental
in the social sense as thay affect relations between peovle - and of
practical importance in our common effort to advance the fortunes of
our countries and do all™we can to sacure peace and orogress in the
region.

I sveak for -a country that has great natural resources but
which for a large vart is a harsh, dry land which we have tamed and
learnt to live with, and developed a society, getting on now to be
some two hundred years old.
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Ycu, Sir, lsad a countrxy ti:at has not thoe natural resourcces
We DOS3Css., © But vou, toe, have trxiumpned and have Suilt up a
prograssiva cnvironment; wiaose vpaonl2 have cultures going back to
ancient timas,

There are differences of magnituda of our hiistories. But
thore are also forces which I nelieve tring us together and which
today fund us with common interests in South-East Asia at a time of
challenga and change,

You, Mr Prime Minister, havz snokan of tnhe momantous nolitical
changes in the world in tho last eighteen months, and I agre2 wit!
you that e must not rush to firm conclusions as a2 result cf waat has
taken ovlace, or as you so aptly said, to "start changing our friends'.

It is about our friendshin, Mr Les, that I want to say something
tonight, becausc *re both know that all is not vnolitics in lifz, and
thera are mesting points for our meonle in many ways wailch can lead
to rare fulfilmeats in human reliations.

Vaither country can iiv: alonge in those
twentieth century. For our mart, thce twin dete rrlnants of googravohy
and history are involving us increasingly in South-East Asia.

Geegranhiy has nlaced us on tiae southiern rim of that area.
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As to hiztorv, tnz f£z11 of Singapore in 1942 was a dramatic
catalyst for the future deovcloomment of Singavore and for Australia
also.

For your part, in the nast 30 years, and mora ravidly in the
nast sevcen years, you have moved with vigour and nurnose to a
prosparous, ordarly, well-devalioned and independent State in Aszia,
with links to our Duronean ciwvilisation of 2nduring strength. You
have displayed ruggzd sclf-discinline, a vitality and an enthusiasm
of a remarkablie order.

Tharels onc thing whic
country of Singavoroe comas t
our nminds, It is the weal
to it -~ as if by naturc.

cin impresses itself on me vhenever your
o attentior - whether in the news or in
1th of goodwill which automatically extends

T wonder whether, as wa sit hare tonight, we realise the full
length. dzpth arnd breadth of that goodwill, or of thz opportunities
for mo-onzrxation betwean us whicn flow fron it.
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Wa know you as an illuminating clemant in th2 socicty of Asia.
e know vou also for your znithusiasm and success in your develooment
n mand important directicns. For instance, in your exciting urkan
aneval and in the tall huildings I saw reaching for the sky as I
drova in from the airoort yasierday. In all this there is a quality
in your country for everyona to s&l.

And, if I may, I would like to anclyse the quality I speak of
a littlic further. It comes nartly, of course, from your oecople. DBut
ther: is another source - leadershin.

In this your own innate capecity and instinct stand out. They
have aad very much to do with thoe success of your country. You seck
guality in your society, as wo ﬂo ir ours. And ina pursuit of this
vou have boaen practica 1 and far-—-sscing. VYou have bcen innovatocrs and
pragre~tists, For thes2 a«ities, Prime Minister, we feel close to
Singapore. /3




I hav2 com: hers on this visit conscicus that already a web of
mutual intzrests and contacts h“ breught our socicties together. In
terms of security we are partrer in the Piva-Powor Dcfencoe Arrange-
incnts with Singapore, Malaysia, 3uw fealand andé Britain.

"?

Underxr the arrangements, Australia has units of its threc
services in Singapore. One purvosc of my visit has becen to see
anits of these sexrvices on the ground for tha first time.

As my talls here today confirmod, th2 Pive-Power Dafence
Arrangements, including the commosition and disposition of our forces,
continuz to be:cg rded as ir nortanL by both our Zovernments. They

are working wal

et me iliustrate cur ceontacts a little further in otaer ways
I havae in mind the relationshion that is now well 2s3tablishad in
educational matters by the facilitics we have been ehile to ofier vour
studants, and the increasing interchange hetweon cur University
administrators ard scholars,

Wa have, too, jo""'1 handzs in spzeial projecis heing develonad
under %he ﬂu:t* llan"K n Univ:rsities Ce~onoration Scheme. I am
confident,; Primc 1nlstgr, £3a% £he futurs will 3o~ tho davelonment
of ingrcasing links kotweon ony Universitizs, and mors gcnerally
among tho Universities of tha rogoion.

I voula alsoc mention. in the contuxt of neowing each other
bettcr, the growth in tourism Lintuoen cur two countries. We are
crossing the thrashold nov into what I belisve will bn a new era of
lowsr fares for air travael. “his vwill orvan "magic casements" on naw
lands for thousands of our citizens. This, toc, will work its
ministry on our societics.

No man, it is seid, tvavels with fmpunity. and in this
environmant of South-East Asila, travel communicatas gondwill, creates
understanding, and has, of necessity because we live in a nractical
warld, significant commercial znefits,

Primz Minister, we in lustralia resnect Singapore as a trader.
We value your market .znd wa are glad te sez it grow., 24t tha same
tine, wo acknowledge that tho balance runs hz2avily in cur favour.
Like you, we suppcrt and £ollow a pelicy of liberal, multilateral
trade, But we hope it will bas possible in the future for you to
have: morz opportunities in cur markzt.

Finally, Prime Mini=ter, I must refer to what I believe vas a
mos” succassful exvort to Australia. I have had enthusiastic reports

of th: great success at tho hdalaide Festival in larch of the Singapore

Cultural Trouvce. The Trourps was acclaimed in Australia, because it
was *xhiting, colourful and sriginal. 7Tt was good for cultural
rela*icns. And it was a romindor that in cultural sxchanges, which
we must encourage, we have a rich fertilisation of our friendship.

Prime Minister, I and my marty are glad to be here. I have
had an instructive and; I hona, constructive day with you and your
Senioyr Ministers. I have hrad a fascinating afterncon a2t Jurong. And
in my discussions and in my %“ravels, I have seen examples of these
manv cualities in Singancrs to ”ll”h I hear witness tonight.
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I salute the "Linn City" of th2 twentieth century. And I say
to you, Sir, and all assembled lhers that Australia values Singapore's
friendship. We zxtend to cach other our friendship and trust in full
measure. And we belisve that our fricndship and trust will have a

long life and be a rewarding one for all of us, and to the region
where cur destinies belong.

I thank you.




