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AUSTRALIA DAY - 1972

Message from the Prime Minister, FMr William McMahon

Australia Day is our own Naticnal PRay. It is a day for
reflection. A day when we should forget we live in States, cities
and towns, and remember we are all citizens of one great nation,
recognising no frontiers other than the seas around us.

In defying and defeating the worst ~ floods, fires and
droughts - and winning the hest - from the seas, soil, iron ore
mountains and our factories ~ we have built a wonderful country
for ourselves and our heirs.

On this day we acknowledge with pride the successes of
our forebears for whom few difficulties have been too great. Their
spirit, I believe, remains with us in thisg busy, bustling technolog-
ical age where we cannot vet presume to sav "We have crossed our
last frontierV.

As a nation where pioneering is part of the vresent as
well as the past, we are strong, vigorous and growing. Few other
countries are better equipped to face the future and exploit the
ever-growing opportunities. History supports this view and the
future will confirm it.

There is still much to bhe done. We should remember, *oQ,
that the immediate problems of the day are transitory. We must nat
let them dampan our enthusiasm, or destroy our confidence in the
future.
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