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In my recent statement to the House on my overseas visit, I
mentioned the representations which I made in London on the prcblems
for Papua/Wew Guinea. arising from Pritish entry to the European Economic
Community.

I am now pleased to be able to inform the House about the
successful conclusion of negotiations on behalf of Papua/New Guinea.
The dritish Government has accepted an offer from the Six undsr which
exports originating in Papua/ldew Guinea will be able to enter the
United Kingdom until 1 January 1978, under the conditions which apply
at the time of British accession to the Communitv. The offer also
provides for review of *hese arrangements.

In making these arrangements for tie Territory. the Community
nas stressed the exceptional features of the Papua/Wew CGuinea position
both from the point of view of its international status ani frum that
of its econoric development.

In accepting the offer by the Six, the British Government
expressed its confidence that the Community would make reasonable
arrangenents for Papua/Nev Guinea in the context of any review.

I am sure the House will 3join with me in expressing appreciation
for the special efforts made by the Ruropean Economic Community to
recognise and vrovide for the unique needs of Panua/!lew Guinea.




