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Statament Hv the Prime Ministar, Mr. John Gorton

- e 1 . o Mt e e ¢ b e e = bt o 1o ss e -

I have received from the Chairman of th= Australian Council for the
Arts the Council's recommeandations for grants to b2 made bv th: Commonw=alth
Govarnment in sypport of the performing arts in th= rurrent financial vear

This is the first vear of the Council's existence and it has gien

consid=rable thought to the proper funrtion for Commonw=alth support for the

arts in relation to other forms of support. Th=2 Commonwealth contribution
‘ is onlv one among manv. The~ arts helong to the whole communitv, and
support for th2m should come from manv sources - from State Governments,
from local councils, from public organizations and privat= individuals. It is
ther=fore to be hop=d that the lead given bv the Commonwealth in sponsoring
the arts will encourag= support at all levels throuzhout the Australian
comrmunity, In this resp=ct it is h=2artening to perceiv2 2 growing interast
bhv manv States in artistic matters.,  Snlendid buildings are h=ing eracted in
manv Stat= capirals and considerablz help is H=2ino given to vrovide conditions
in which th= arts can flourish and Australians can tak= due pridz= in their
incr=asing achiev2mente in this field,

The Council is of the opinion that its main concern as a Fed=ral bodv
should b= to establish and develop hich national standards which will h=nefi(
activity in the arts throughout Australia and stimulat= interest ahroad in
. Australia’s cultural achievements  lts concern with qualitv is fundamental
To this end th2 Counril has adopt= a princinl2 wid=lv accaptad Hv similar
bodi=s in other countri=s, that high standards can bast b= achizved bv a
concentration of availabl= funds rathar than bv a thin spread over a wide ar2a

Much of the Tounril's work in thes= =arlv stagess is =xploratorv in
natur=, It has =stablish2 working committ~=s to s=~k =xpert opinion on its
various arzas of inter=st with a view to formulatiny in th= near future long
rang= policizs for Go/2rnment support for the arts in Australia. Th=
Gov=rnmant undarstands that a raport vill shortlv b= forthcoming from the
Council on the work of its film committ22 which has h=2qun 2nquiries into
means by which film making for tzl2vision mav be supported

The Council has r=c=zivad r2qu=sts for assistanc2 in manv ~at=2gori=s
othzr than th= th=atr= arts to which its grants for this v=2ar hav= b2=n r2stricted
It will b=gin 2nquiriss as soon as possibl2 into th= n22d for assistancz in some
of th=s= other fizlds and will advis= th2 Govarnmeant of its conclusions

In announcing th2 Council's r2commaeandations for '247/69 mav |
exprass the Govarnment's pleasurs at b2ing associat2d with activities in th»
arts which contribut= so significan:cly to th= 2nrichment of Australia’s national
lif= and to her r>putation in oth~r coun ries.

Th= grants for '042 /42 arz as follows:




GRANTS RECOMMENDED BY THE AUSTRALIAN COUNC.L FCR

THE ARTS FGR THE YEAR 1968/69

1. Proiessional Irzining Institutions

* (a; 'The Nutionzl Institute of Drametic Art

* (b; Thae Australian Ballet Scnool

(=, A training scheine .or theatre administrators

N

National Touring Compznies

* (&) Tie Australian B:llet
* (o, Tine Australian Gpera

* (¢; Tne Elizabetnan Trust Crchestra
* (d, The Marionette Tneztre of Austrzlia

3. Regional and State Orgeni.tions

Direct Financial Assistance
In N, 5. W,

>

* Tae Old Tote Theatre Company

In Victoris
* Melbourne The:.tre Compeny
B .llet Victoria

‘It oouth Austr:.liz

* south Z.ustrzlien Tneatre Company

In Cueensland

* Cueensicnd The:tre Company { for & visit by
tine Cld Tote Tneatre Compaity:

* £ Cueensland Schools Tour { by the Old Tote

Thectre Company;

In the 4. C. T.

Canberre Tneatre Trust , for & visit by the Old

Tote Tneztre Comp.ny,

Tie Canberse lepertory Society

In Western Australia

Tae Nationel Thectre &t the Playhouse
The Western Austrzliean Opera Company
West Australian Ballet Company

In Tasmaniz

N.tional T..ectre znd Fine Arts Society

B Assistance for snecizl projects.

A fund to support speci:l projects such as the

commissioning ol new werks

, productions oi
Australicin plays, @ pool cf professional directors,

performers rnd othe: experts connected witi tne

periorming a:ts, and youti

sotivities in tuis field,

$

26,200
28,500
S,93J

253, 009
193,000
167, 4JJ

49,02)

73,999
5,000

19,000

15,230
3,209

15, J00
12,300
%, 900

163, 3Js
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4. Federal Co-ordinatinz and Entrepreneurial

Or zanizations

(a)

(b)

Australian Zli-abethan Theatre Trust for administration,
production division, and entrepreneurial activities

Tae Federal body of the Arts Councils of Australia
for administration and support ior national tours

5. Studies and Reports

[}

U.N. 2. 8.C.0. Seminar on Public Support for tae
Perforining Arts.

International Visits from Australia

(a)

(b)

The V:ctorian Universities Cihoir, to the International
Universities Choral Festival in New York.

The New Sydney /oodwind Cuintet to tae Festival of
Perforinin; Arts in Manile.

The University of Adelaide :ind Cuintet, tour oi
A merica.

7. Festivals

(a)
(b)
(c)
{d)
(e)

(&)

Canberra Sprin; Music Festivzl

Adelaide Festival of Arts

Festival of Pertn

Moomba Festival

Second Australian Universities £rts Festival

Aboriginal Zctivities in tne Performinj; Arts

P -
227, 250

2 NN
\,4, P

7,033
15, 504
15,305

6, 333

1,000

13 D
Uy SV

*  Payments to tiese or janirations will oe made throush the Australian
Zlizabethan Theatre Trust for this financial year.

CANBZERRA

1.1 December 1%85¢C.




