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VISIT ©0 WiV HILL L .AS3

(Stotement by the Hon. +, C. Wentworth, M.P.,
iinister im. charge of Aborigi nal Affairs)

Last tlonday I visited Woitie Creek, which is part of Wave Hill
Lease in the Northern Territory. While I w~s there I h~ad on
opportunity of weeting represcentatives of the Gurindji people, sone
of them are cawped in the aren. Previous to wy going th:re I had
studie” the reports of the Sessional Coumittce of the lNorthern
Territory Legislative Council upon the situation.

The Gurindji told me of their dasire to hrld ~nd develop o swall
ar.a of some eight s-unre iiiles as their own home rcrea and of their
plons for improving ite Vith them I inspect=d the n2re~ which they
wantods They ~lso told me thnt if they hoé this headquart:rs, which
would be available for the women ~nd children nnd their clierly folk
while they were away at work, they would be oble to org mnisec contract
feneing ~n? mustering ond to supwort themselves. They said they
planned to develop their own fruit and vegst-ble garden€ and that the
site wns suitr~ble for this.

In conszquence Iam now, as a matter of urgency, ¢xamining with
all the interested parties the implic~tions and the methods of
rssuming this arce from the iave Hill Lensz, and making it ovailable
for th2 purpnse for which it h-~s been -equaest.d. This would, of
course, require the psyment of equitable compensation to the present
lesszes,

Should this ar.o become =vailable, it would b¢ necessary to
provide nssistonce on 2 self-help n-sis with fencing -nd builcding
matserial, so that the Surindji cen develop their home areain the way
which they hav: said they would do.

A1l thsse suggestions are in line with those mode by the
Sessional Comnittee of the Kerth rn srritory Legislative Council.
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