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JOINT COMM-NIQUE FOL011OING MEETING BETWEEN THE PRUflE MINISTER
OF AUSTRALIA, 1R. J. McEVIEN,. AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, MR. L. JOHNSON, CANBERRA, 21st DECEM.ER. 1967.

JOINT ANNOUNTCEMIENT

The President and the Prime Minister took the
opportunity this morning, both in the Prime Minister's office
and in a wider meeting in the Cabinet room, to exchange views

on a range of current matters. As was made clear in advance,
the meeting tock the form of conversations about these matters
rather than a formal conference.

Those present in the Cabinet room were the United
States Ambassador (Mr. Clark), Mr. William Bundy, Mr. Walt
Rostow and Kr. Marvin Watson, and on the Australian side the
Treasurer (Mr. McMahon), the Minister for External Affairs
(Mr. Hasluck), the Minister for Defence (Mr. Fairhall) and the
Leader if the Government in the Senate (Senator Gorton).

The principal topic touched on by the President
and the Prime Minister and his Polleagues was Vietnam. The
President presented for the information of the Australian
Ministers an account of the present military situation and
political and economic development programme in Vietnam. The
Prime Minister assured the President, as he had yesterday assured
the Australian people, that there will be nc change in
Australia's commitment to stay steadfast with the Republic of
Vietnam and the United States aa with other Allies in Vietnam

until a just peace is won.

Canberra,
21st December, 1967.


