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Ladies,

Gentlemen,

Mr. Prime Minister, I am touched to speak today
before this gathering of people from the Australian Parliament -
people who have such a deep knowledge of international politics.

I am really touchcd by the praise which has bteen
made bty the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. Whitlam.

All my actions in the present and the past have
been uniquely aimed at letting my country survive in its
independence and its neutrality. As I have said on several
occasions Laos has teen at war for more than 20 years. As I
have said tefore for Laos a greatly under-populated country,
thnis is a great thing. We are three million insidec and there
are more than 16 million outside.

All that is in the past; the present means to us
that we have to0 nake available more than half of our annual
tudget for our defence. That's why we have more than a hundred
thousand Laotians under arms.




In the recent history of our relationship, this
iz the first time that a Laotiza Prime liinister has paid a
visit to your country. I feel this nonour very deeply,
and so does our nation., Therefore, ladies and gentlemen,
the warm regards I address you in the name of my pecple are
full of gratitude and friendship.

How could it be 21lse? The relationship between
our governaents is excellent. You know our difficulties, and
as friends you heln uzs to sdlve then, talking as friends your
share of our troubles. Ix: Laos, Australia is rizhtly mownm as
a dynamic, prosperous country, in a stage of full economic
development. ‘‘e arc also pleased to lmow that today she has
the feeling of belonging to that great entity of Jouth Fast
Asisa, uvhere changes, uutations and dangers retain har
attention particularly. In these conditions, the understanding
anG collaboration between our two countries are natural. .
But, in all truth, I have to say that in our exchauges your
share is by far the uore important and generous,

LHowever, Ladies and Centlenen, Laos does not find
the same understanding everywhere. I ant to speak of our
"forgotten war" -~ and of its consequences. Ilany think that the
situation is not so drastic, that we axasgerate our troubles.
In fact we are thc victims of a certain literary roaanticism.
The country where it is good to live, oxe calls our old
kinzdom, a cowatry where time flows slowly, in a quiet and
musical noachalance. llaybe Laos was so, in sone periods of
our history. when we were not under attack by our neighbours.
But for at least twenty-two yecars, it has not been co at all.
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Indies and Gentlemen, allow me to illusirate
this period by some testimony, for =hose souetimes personal
nature T 28k you to excuse me. 3ut thls tesvimony belonzs
in effect to the history of cur country, and therefore to

the history of South Zast Asia which is now at stake.

Let us zo back to 1045 - Japan ended the status

of the Trench Trotectorate, =svablished in TLaos for more
than half a century. e suddenly faced 2 worryiag change

and a great void. However, the Lao tatriots seized the
opnoxtunity to recover tneir independence and to reunify
their couantry. .8 you know, Leaos was artificially divided
into two wparvs. Oa the oune hand, in the north the Tingdom
of Luangz Prabang and its Frovirces, where the Court wnd the
Royal uministries are located: on the other the rest of the
country was under the administrotion of the French goveraors.

50 that the =atriots, united into the indepeundence
moveaent, the Lao Issara (w;10h pecns Mrec Leos), quickly
created a Coveraunent. The memvers were, including ayself and
other Tao llaticnalists, Trince Phetsaroth. 2y elder brother,
our leadecr, and Trince Sounhanouvong, 2y younger brother, at
present lecader of the Ieo Lao llaksat, a »arty of communist

rersuasion,

However, ©he Prench caune back in strength in 1946,
and we wiere obliged to take refuge in Thailand here e
continued our struggle with alas, alaest no aeaaxs. Our only
b}

strength was our hope, and the possibility of a reasonable
solution at the hands of our former colonizers.

Souphanouvonz did neot vicw the events the sane way
we did. He was very influenced by his Vievainh friends.
5lowly he fell completely beneath their control. Ile shared their
idea of a merciless, araed struzgle. In fact the dissension
becaie such that ocur CGoveranment, uweary of the servitvude accepted
by Souphanouvong decided to oust him in ey, 194S. IHis desviny

was heaceforth sealed he becaac a creature of the Lorth
Vietnamesec.
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During that troudled year, we had been told
that the Prench Government was thianlting of & rolitical
chanze for the former Frotectorate., Reference ntas made to
a special autounony. %o lkrow exactiy what was envisazed, our

Goveraaent seatv me 1o raris, waere I was notified of the

+

frecrnch proposals, winicn become th ubject of the TFranco-Lao

e Su
Treaty, simed ian faris in July, 194%. 1he content

s of that
Ireaty, examined by our Covernaent when I returncd to Banskok,
scexned honourable and acceptable in the existing circuastzices.

A 1,

Jur objectives beinz achieved, <vhe LAC IDTANN
Nal
i

O

1t was dissolved.

[47]
pun

movenient had no furvher reason to exi

.:08% of ivs ncembers returnsd to Laos. For versonal reasons,

Fri-ce Fhoetsoarath stayed in Thailand. 4As for way wrother
sSouphancuvons, a sinrve to his convictions and 1o the
organiseticn to winilch ne had adhered, ne 1aesu

against France ..... 2a0d his country.

L

dowever, the followinz ycar, in 1950, 2 new and
important molitical fact awnecared. Two personalivies of the
Leao Issara :oveuwcant, including aysell, werc ucmbzrs of the

Noyal Governaent., It was decided that zeneral clections

should toke rlace in 1251. e wvere loyally anwlying the

srinciples of our liverzl democrocy, mich allows 211 oninions.

ne vote beins favourable to our =marty, the
ess

Loao Cao ¥a (which ameens the rrogy
o

Tarty), I was asied do
leaG the Covernazent. &5 for Louvhanouvong and his friends,
helped by the Vietainh, Thwey kent on fizhitins the Prench and
the Lao. The Vietuinh aenaced our counvry sceriously for
three years. In 1953, Luang Prabansg, the Royal cnd roligious
capital was in danger, Thalkhcek in the south, was seized br
the Vietainh.

In Prance, at thc szac tine, the wolitical
concepvion of the French Union vas underzoing a motable change.
The indemendence of the Associated States wos conceived on
another basis. Taus, in 1953, by tae Pronco-Lao {rzaty, Prance

¢
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decided tc zive laos complete indewnendence. This Treaty
is notable for nevar having been ratified by the Prench
Tarlianient because of its conflict with the French
Constitution, However, so far as Loos is conceracd, 211
the speciol links with Pronce disapmnearced. Independence
ag complete, as complete as the most infraasizent of our
navionolists could hope.

dowever, avenis Jere moving to a crisis. In 1954,
the battle of Dien Zien Thu ended finally the Indochina war.,

(&)

In Geneva, the belligerenss and the counvries concerned in
this tragedy wmet in confercnce. The rathet Lac, and I woint
it out to indicate its servitude to the Vietninh, wag
represeiited by Forth Viotnam, which cenfirmed what we had
alwvays maintained thet, without its liorth Vietnanese allies,

the Pathet Lao would He ncthing.

ow we were on the tireshold of peace. However, I

could only conceive of meace in Laos on thac basic of national
rcconciliation. ¢ should not peraetuate a civil war, for
the nrofit only of forcismers. oo regards the fubture Tolicy

of our younz nation, <the idea of Meuvrality secnzd to e the

best feormula. Constantly I tried to bring 1y comprtriots

e
Te acceyvt this ceuncent, which noviever met sever:zl obstacles.

7

Yeveriencless, ia 1957, wle succeeded a1 creating a
Governinent of liational Union, which could keer zoing only
with the greatest difficulty. The Coverasnent of the Unitved
States of fmerica was anot inclined to Favour the whresence
of the Pathet Lao inside the XHoyal Government. Pressure
reached the p-.int vhere I had ©To resign in 1958, leaving a
situation vthat deteriorated rapidly, os was casy to forccast.

v

In ©the ovent, after spectacular failurcs, the way
I had showun had to be resuied.  Lxpe oves nore and
nore that, for such a fragile Tinzdo:a, lyins where 1t does
bocause of geozraphy and vth2 history of its pecple, the only
vey is the adontion of a policy of strict neutrality and

3

non-coaniemons.,




Therefore, in 1550, after tho tragic events
that you nay renember, I caf bacit invo power. The following
vear, 2 second Conference was held in Geneve,; for the
rroblem of Laos alonc. Fourtecn nations were presentd,
Pinally in July, 1662 the statute of "cutrality Ffor the
Kiazdon was agrced and suaranteed by the thirtecn osher
nations participatines in the Joxnference.

‘e were fully satisfied with the Geneve .iccords.
“ie thought that the ni-htmare of internal subversion aad
forecizn agression was cver. Dut, alas, our reople were
gricvously deceived. The ..ccecrds were inmediately and
shamelessly violated. The Feo Lao Haksat (the political party

LSS}

crusihzd by the Iathet Lao after the foramation of the

Governnent of ifational Union in 1957, valet of the Hanoi
Goveinuent. continucd its zabotage. The war, instead of

stoning, grew aore intense. Today, five years after the

]

signature of the Gencva lccords, we can count atout 40,000
iforth victnamoso oldic»zs on our territory. Thoy are fizgbtin

obe

beside 15,000 Pathet Lz2o0, aracd, paid, trained and encaired

by North Vietnam. The devclomment of ocur country is paralyzed.

Thousands of refugees streamn into the Governacntal zones.,
dundreds of villazes zre zbandoned. Only nalf of the soil is
cultivated. The Ho-Chi-linn trail has become an acvive

transit rouvse For Forth Vietnawess forces.

This Ladics and Geavleaen, 1is the real ricture of
our country. It anst be admitvted vhat it does not czactly
corresnond witn the »icuoure painted by writers of a quic

t
care~frece couvatry, preoccupied by festivals and nmusic., For
o country of fthree million inuabitants with peacofvl cusvoas,

this is ®he =srecatest trogedy of its history.

Ly

tne most distressing aspect is to think thot

cr

S
DU

this uvselcess, bloody, tragcedy could nct have occuxrred if 3soue
idcolezical, srzedy navicas nsd ot coal and interfered

&

directly or indirectly in our intemaal affairs., 3y whet right,

isha't moral, do they assuac the ricshe to liberate us?




Truly, we cre still subject to the reign of
ons. Do nuch the vworse

.

force in rclationshins betueen navl
the omall nations is growing

for the weak. The deccption of
day by day. Tor our nirt bitterncess is deep in our nzeple,
who only docoire mcace and trazguility, vhe rospect of

their fronticrs and ol their sovercignty.

Ladies and Zontleaen, I ail sorry te have beon
so long. =2ui, for the ouiside world, I will repeat our
nlaint without end, for, to put it briefly, this problem

of neace and rar concerans us all,

2

Pinally, I would like to say =zgzain vhat our
pconle are hanpy te he able o count on solid, sincere
friendship 1ikc thot of lfustwealia. Respect for liverty,
respect for man, solidarity bLetween pecples, these are the
cuzlities we like in you, for they are sinceres, fricandly and

hunon.
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We count on you and your assistance to help us
survive. You must rememter that Laos is in the vanguard of
the free world. Je are neutrals; we want friendly relations
with all countries in spite of their philosophies and political
systems. e have our 91d religion, our monarchy, our traditions.
Wwe want friendly reclations with the socialist countries and all
other countries but we don't want communism in our home.

We hope to sece perpetual peace in this world, and
friendly co-existence become a2 reality tetween all nations.
We want to see all men brothers in spite of their differences
of ideologies and cultures and evcrything else. This is our
most hopeful wish, and in this spirit I'd ask you, gentlemen,
to drink with me to the health of your Prime Minister, Mr. Holt.




