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F.M., No. 11L/1667

CLCEINC C= EXPO &7

Ctatement by the Frime iiinister, Mr. Harold Hclt

Three and a half million “eople had visited the Ausctralian
Favilion at Zxpo ¢7 when the =:osition closed at the weekead.

The Australian Favilion had been open since Arril as part of
the international Sxposition arranced by Canada to mark its Centennial
of Confederation.

. The number of vicitors was more than 5C% greater than the
. most ovtirnistic estimates of the vianners and the Favilion itself received
very hich ratings from commentators and critics.

Cn Australia's stecial day at Expo €7 in June millions of people
around the world saw the sizecial rrogramme televised through the satellite
Telstar in outer space.

The Australian Covernraent has offered the Awtralian Favilion
building as a gift to the peoyie of Canada and discussione on its use are
in progress with the City of i ontreai,

The 2T kangarcos aind 16 wallabies, which because of quarantine
regulations, cannot be returned to £ ustralia are being donated to six zoos
on the MNortir American continent.

The coral exhibits are being given to the lv.ontreal Aquarium.
reveral enquiries have heen received by the Cominonwealth

Government about the popular talking chairs and plans for their future use
are bheing considered.

Sir Valston -ancock:-

. "The sreat Exrosition ccrnmemorating the Centennial of Canadian
Confederation is now over. It has been a notabie success and you
have all played your rart wonderfully well. You have good cause
to be wroud of the succecs of the Montreal Exrosition and particularly
cf the Australian Favilion.
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1 have sent the following message to the Zonirnissioner-Ceneral,
Many tributes to our Favilion and staff have reachaed Australia and
have given pleasure to the Covernment and your feliow countrymen.
During my visit last June 1 found myself delighted with the effectiveness
| with which Australia's imagce was being presented.
MNew that your work ic done, we leok forward to having you all at
home again.

1 send my own warm rersonal appreciation and thanis to you all

for your efforts. T wenuld like to add a tape to those now famous
talikins chairs in whicih you cculd relax a while after your labours
and near them recite, 'fustrezlia sends grateful thanks. V’/ell done"."
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Frime ivlinicter.




