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The Actinz Prime Minister, ¥r, McEwen, said that he
had called 2 Cabine® meetinz in view of developments in the Middle

Bast, which Australia, in common with all other likeminded countries,
viewed with deep ard zrowing concern.

Mr. Mciwen said that, in view of the developinz tensions,
he had thought it essential that Cudinet Ministers should not onls
ve kept informed of all that was known of the situation but shoul
have an opportunity to consult.

Mr, McIwen said that he h2d ucen keepinz in close touch
with the Prime Minister, who has himself had the advantaze of
discussing this with President Johnson and Secretary of State Rusk.
Mr, Holt also had an early opportunity of communication with ifr.
Harold ¥ilson, the British Prime Minister.

Mr. McEwen said that he was sure it would be expected
of the Australian s-vernment th:t it should join with others in
every attempt to avoid tensions in the Middle Eist developing into
conflict vetwsen the rarties confronting each other there,

Mr. McZwen said that sreat principles affecting the
freedom of passage over mercantile sea lanes weve at issue, and
this was of critical importince to sre.t internitional traalng
nations.

A*so_involved was the rigzht of independent member states
of the United Iations to < secure, neaceful existence,

He said that, on the question of the olocksade of the sulf
of Agana, authoritative statements by the Minister for Zxternal
Affairs have slready ozen made rerresenting the view strongly held
by the Australian sovernment that the Straits of Tiran must e
rezarded s an internntional waterway through which vessels of all
nitions have a right of passnze.
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