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FOR PRESS CORAL SEA AFNIVERSARY .M. NO. 5?/1967:

Message from the Primg_MinisterL,Mr. Harold Holt

The following messaze, to mark the start of the 25th
Anniversar% Celebrations of The Battle of the Coral Sea, was
br%adcist y the Prime Minister today over the A.3.C.'s national
network :-

THIS ¥ZEK E ARE CILEBRATING THE TVENTY-FIFTH ARNIVERSARY
OF THE SATTLZ OF THE CORAL SEA.

THOSE OF US HO LIVED THROUGH THE COMBRE DAYS OF LAY
1942, REMEMBER TH..T WEEK, THOSE OF YOU #HO ARE YOUNGER MAY nOT.
30T 0 YOU I S4Y "YOU T0O, “ILL JAaNT TO REMZMBER, FOR THIS IS
PART OF YOUR HISTORY".

THE B4TTLE UAS UFNIQUE IN A MODERN /AR BECAUSE IT /.5 AN
EVCOUNTER SETTEEE THT AIRCRAFT CARRIGR FORCES OF THE UKIT:ZD STATES
AMD JAPAN, ©NO SHIPS EXCHANGED SH0TS, FOR DID THEY EVEN SIGHT =ACH
OTHER. IT 7.5 FOUSHT BELOY THEIR HORIZONS — CARRIER AZAINST AIRCRAFT,
AIRCRAFT AsoIEST CARRIER.

- _OR SBVERAL DAYS THu CQUTCOME &S OBSCURE, THEN THE MUAPING
SECAIE JLEAR, & THREATSNED INVASION OF PORT EORTSSY HaD BEUN TURNED
gggﬁéﬂgHE RISKE OF AIR RAIDS OF THE AUSTRALILN MAIVLAND HAD SZEN
&ZDUCED.

. AND FOLE THAN THLT, A FORIIDABLE THRUST TO THE HUART OF THE
WHOLE sLLISD CAUSE IT THi SOUTH~VEST PACIFIC HAD BEEL 3ROKEN. THIS
WAS THE FIRST wadOR VICTORY, ANu » TURFIES POIIT IIM THE iR,

SO 2 "AY A LATION'S TRISUTE ONCE sx.IE TO THE FAVAL AIRMEN
OF THE JNITZD STaTES, "HO CudlliD THE VAIN SURDELN OF THE sATTLE AND
HA 553ED HOME THE VICTORY. AND TO OUR OEYF JiILORS KD AIRMEN “HO
3sVE THEIR SUTPORT.

 TODLY OUR PIGHTINY 12N 4salll STAED ALONISIDE THE UFITTD
SPLIES IR VIDTNAH, OB 0Lod FORsED 1T V. CORalL SE: AND OVER THE
SCATTERED s4(TLE LIFZS OF THE PLCITIC 4 "UAUTER OF 4 CEITURY 430
HivE ENDURTED,

) 551 IS 107 THI JORLD'S ORST TROUBL: SPOT ~ 3UT ITS PEOPLE
AXD UNDERGOING al EYCITING R.VOLUTION OF HOPE 4D ARE LOOKING TO A
BETTER FUTURE. FOLLO:INg MY RECENT VISIT TO 4SIA, I Alf CORVIECED
TH.T, IF /2 1L THS REG.OK Cal ORK TO3ZTH'R, HILPED BY FRIENDLY
COURTRIES QUTSIDE IT, 4B C. 'QVa "UICKLY TO..aS - BR. OF RV:iR .
3RZ4TER PROGRESS.

- THZ TR-.DE L.NSS5 OF THS CORAL SEL H.VI 30ELN OPEN AFD FREE
N¥O7 FOR OVER TWELTY YEARS, JAPAN AFD E ARE FRIEFDS, oID TOZETIER VE
ARE DEVELOPIN: TRuDE LED COI*MRCL FOR THE BZVEFIT NQf ONLY OF OUR T.0
FATIONS BUT FOR THE REGION AS A %HOLE. I HOPZ THESE GROVING LIFKS CaN 3B
AN BEXATPLE FOR RELATIONGHIPS THROUGHOUT THE iREA, B HaVE FAITH IN
OURSELVES, =& JBELIZVE TH.T YITH FIRVNSSS OF PURPOSE alMD FRIEI'DLY
CO=-OPZRATION, STASILITY CANY 55 MAIETAIVED IF THE ArREA AND ITS PROGRESS
ASSURED, _THiS IS TS CHALLELD OF TCDAY AFD TOMORRO: “HICH CORAL SIA
Zg%Kr @%NéngO U3 .S AUSTRLILIALS, &FD 40 MEMBERS OF THE DWVELOPING
SLAN REZ .

CAIBERRA.

50TH &PRIL, 1967.




