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FILAL PRESS COLFEREKCE SIVEN 8Y THE PRIME MIFISTER
ON LIAVING N7 ZZALAFD, CHRISTCHURCH ATRPORT

8TH FE3RULRY, 1967.

MR. HOLT: ‘%e have reached the lust stase of this very interesting
enjoyable and informative visit to lew Zealand and shortly we shall
be taking off again for Australia., I am quite certain that for me
and indeed for your Trime Minister it has been 2 mogt valuable
visit, I have learned a sreat deal more avbout Mew Zealand and in
our intimate talks tnzether your Prime Mirister and I have been

avle to cxchange views on a wide ranze of matiers, which will ve

of assistance fo us both in our policy form:tion. The overwhelming
impression I shall ve takinz back to Australia with me - and I am
sure this is shared bg all members of the party - is an overwhelming
impression of the zoodwill and friendliness we” have ercountered
wherever we have zone 2 out this country. There have becen quite
sphmtaneous little groups of people, sometimes pulled up at the
roadside, sometimes in gouris% buses. .herever we have Zone we

have found that there have been cheerful smiles and hap?y friendly
greetings, Frankly I haven't heard 2 sour voice since I left
Australia, And this confirms the belief I brought to this country
that our two peoples are close together, closer perhaps than any
other two peorle in the world. Not only is there this definite
friendliness and warmth of zoodwill but” our interests are so closely
lirked together thit this will continue down the years ahead.

I didn't have 2 crowd in the Southland or South Island because
Southland has 2 particular siznificance for you I know, and the only
cloud was thut that derived from the trazic episodes of the past two
days. Even there our sorrow in Australil was so ooviously shared by
the people of this country and helped 2z2in to emphasise how close.
We Aare EOJether. I hive received messnzes of sympathy in_respect
of oboth these tragic events from your Prime ifinister and I aprreciate
that, as I am sure will wmy fellow countrymen.

I am seeing somethingy of the tremendous tourist potentizl of
these Islands, and I shall be discussing with my own Ilinister for
Tourist Activities ways in which the twh couniries can work more
closely together. Your Trime Hinizter has from me an open invitation
to visit australia whenever he can find the opportunity to do so,
hope thit there will uve other visits by Ministers not necessaril¥
accompanied by the same formality, but aole 2s good friends can to
meet informally with us ind see Tor themselves what we are trying to
do on our own Jreat Uontinent. It has been, I repeat, a most valuable
visit and I am grateful to the Prime Minister, his sovernment and to
all those who have assisted so pleasantly in making this journey a
profitanle, informitive and enjoyaole one.

MR, EagLETON: Sentlemen, any questions?

0. (Ipaudible, out obviously relzting to forthcoming visit by Mr.
lciwen) .
e Yell T expect him to be here very soon., I can't put a
precise date on it but I hid gathered from him it was likely to be

some time in February, and s to the scope of the discussions tiere
azai I shall pe leaving it in his hands very largely. 1 didn't

rather from kiembers of your jovernment quite the same” tone which I

%ﬁd detected in some of the editorials :and some of the statements,

I think there is 2 seneral feeling thut the asreement his not been
running for very long., I gave a public assurance that, from our

point of view, we wanted it to work to the mutual benefit of both
countries. '‘e see in 2 developing, prospering Lew Zzaland opportunities
for our own trade just as we hope you will find in a growing, prospering
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Australia opportunities for yours. If the agreement isn't working out
in a way thag is rezarded by both countries as beneficial then you will
find us” helpful and constructive in our attitude towards it.

e Fot only as far as dustralia is concerned but defence, howm
closely w#ill you see the arrangement between New Zealand and
Australia?

T.M. I pelieve we have security problems in common in this area,

e are the two countries of Zuropean civilization in this part of

the world. f¥e have opportunities, I uelieve, for trade with the
zrowinz economies of asia and, in particular, South East .isia, and
Those opportunities will be more fully developed if there is an

area a2t peace. It is the goal of voth of usto do what we can to
produce a nezotiated peace that will pe 2 just and enduring peace

3o that where we have to join vith others in producing the framework
for peaceful negotiations, then I believe our interests run parallel,

€.  This closeness of our efforts in so many cases, how is this
zoinz to affect our relations between our two countries.

P.M. I am sure we will come closec tosether over the years, Indeed

I am cnfident myself that this visit with an even deeper friendship
vetweern the two Prime liinisters will make its contribu%ion, as will
the contact mzde with the Mem.ers of your Jovernment and your people.
There will, I am confident, be a growing realisation that we must
stand closely together if we are To serve our interests in the world.

Q. Ye have waited 15 years, something like th2t, for an sustralian
Prime Minister's visit, now how lons %ill we have to wait before
another one?

P.M. 7You must have been speakins with someone in the Forth Island.
They told me in Christchurch they h:ive waited 179 Xears for the first
visit of an Australian Prime Minister. It certainly won't be anything
like 17¢ and not even 15 before you have another, if I'm allowed to
make a return to what have been very delightful centres that I have
visited in the cnurse of this journe¥. ind, of course, after such a2
lonz ansence I must include 2 visit to the Forth in any itinerary

I follow on 2 subsequent visit,

C. And finally, Mr, Holt, did iir, Holyoake indicate any particular
likelihood of any kind thit he would take up your invitation of a
visit to australia?

P.M. TFo, not pirticularly, but he knows it is there and he doesn't
have to mzke any long precparation or give us long notice. He will
be welcome an ¥imen%e feels he can make the journey. 4nd that goes
for his Ministers too.

Q. (Inaudible).

P.M. A4s soon as I heard the first outline of the disaster I telezrammed
to the Premier of the 3tate asking him if help was veing zgiven and_if
there was any way in which help could ve given, I gut A phone call
through to him at the same time but found that lir, Reece, the Premier,
had been on a visit to the mainland at the time of the fire. I spoke
to his Deputy, Mr., Fazam, and he gave me details of the loss as known
at that point of time., There were then 20 lives lost and 15 to 20
eople not accounted for, It was estimated th:t some 700 to 800 homes
ad been destroyed, as well as several factories, including the Carbide
Factory and the Cascade drewery. ZBDmerzency arrangzements have been
made to take care of the homeléss in the depots,‘%own halls and that
kind of thing. I asked :hether our Armed Services hid neen called in
to help, but he said theX had veen very helpful yesterdny and were
continuing their help, although the fire at” that point had been brought
under control. Apparently yesterday there wis 2 wind of 60 miles per
hour blowin., 2nd = teurerature of 1%3 which, of course, is very unusual
for Tasmania., Since then I have learned from my own Office which I
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contacted in Canberra that my colleague, the Députy Frime Minister,
had made arrangzements for one of our Ministers, Mr, Howson the Minister
for Air, who is also the Kinister assisting the Treasurer, to act
as Commonwealth Liaison Minister for purposes of assistance, and we
shall, of course, be looking symrathetically at what can ve done in
this matter. There will be problems of re-employment, re-housing
roblems -~ a great variety. It so hagﬁens thot next week 2 meeting

ad been arransed of the iremiers of the six States with me, and
this #ill provide a very convenient opportunity for me to discuss
these matters with them and with the gremier of the State himself.
dut that is about 211 I can tell you at this stage.
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