NEY ZEALAND TOUR 1967

F K K F K IR KW R KK
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OF NEW ZEALAFD IN HONOUR OF MR, HOLT, PRIME
MIEISTER OF AUSTRALIA

PELLINGTON, N7 ZEATAND

3RD Fi JRUARY, 1967

Text of Speech made by Fr, Hush \att (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)

The Rizht Hon. the Prime Minister, the Right Hon. Mr. Holt, Your
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Could I first of all apologise for the absence of the
Leader of the Opposition Mr. Kirk, who 1 understand could well be
Sir, in your country while you are over here., He would have loved
to have joined you today at this function. But I do want to join
with the Prime Iinister” in extending a very warm welcome - at least
as warm a welcome as it is humanly possible to extend on such a da¥
as this in Wellington, to welcome gou to our shores - a very important
occasion for us here in lew Zealand. As the Prime [finister has
stated, we are the same people: we have the same principles: we
have the same ideals: we enjoy similar standards of livinz: and
the more we visit one another's countries the richer we will be.
There was a time when New Z:ualand depended a zreat deal on Australia:
in fact, there was a time when we were zoverned from Australia -
at leas%, from part of Australia: New South Wales., But we grew
up, and we gained our independence, our own sovernment, but we are
nof_completel indegendent of one another, neither would we wish
to be, But it is strange how many people in the world still think
that New Zealand is par%_of iustralia,  And you know, somehow, Sir,
that does annoy Liwis., ‘hen you are in New York or fLondon and somebody
says to you "“here are you from": "I'm from lew Zealand": "Oh,
that's an island off the coast of Australia, isn't it," And then
of course we have to explain, we have to explain that we are not
any longer zoverned by Australia, that we are rot part of the
lustralian Constitution, but that we do depend a great deal on
Australia, on our friendship and co-operation, oné with the other.
It is only natural that we will have a zreat deal in common.
Incidenta 1¥, I was born in Australia, but I have never in my
whole life taken any credit for that.

o One of the problems facins both of our nations at
this time is this pro.lem of trade. Our growth and expansion has
brousht immense problems with it, and we are voth concerned with
expanding our trade with the rest of the world. In the past you
have built your industry. Your industrial development has been
nursed and encouraged by gour sovernment's protection. It has
made australia a great industrial country. Ve admire your drive
and expansion in The field of trade, and” the standard of
Workmanshig is a credit to your technicians. e are pleased to

urchase the products of your industry, but at the same time we
elieve you could purchase more from us. The New Zealand-Australia
Free Trade Agreement signed two years azo was designed to zive
freer trade between the two coun ries, but unfortunately there

are some who believe that the reverse is indeed happeninz. I hope
that the spirit behind the Free Trade Agreement is in fact given
effect to, and that the fizures that have been produced to show
that New Zealand is indeed in a worse position today than she was
when the igreement was signed are only a temporary indication of

a reverse, and that before long Australia will be Furchasing more
of lew Zealand's production. ‘e need to trade with you: we want
to purchase Australian zoods: but we have a feeling that Australia
could do more to assist llew Zealand by purchasing her production.
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I have stated that you concentrated on develoning
your industry. We in lew Zealand have done likewise. ‘lie mus
continue to éo s0. We can learn a lesson fr-m what you have
achieved in your country. You zave protection to your
industry. e must continue to protect ours, to maintain our
standard of livinz, and as lons as we can both understand the
problems that each country faces, well, then, we can really
achieve somethinz. lew Zealand has some advantagzes over
Australia, In this field Australia has many advantages over
ew Zealand. One advantaze we have that I am sure you would love
to have is some of that cheap electric power that we can Eroduce
from the lakes and the rivers that you will have an oppor unitg
of seeing. e in lew Zealand are using that cheap power for the
development of our industry, and we must continue to do so. You
will not have the opyortuni{y on this visit of seeing the
foundation beinz laid for Lew Jealand's iron and steel industr¥
in the North_Island. I wish you had, I hope you will return to
see it, and I hope you will realise that when you do, Sir, this

reat i1ron and stee industr¥ will mean that we will be producing

ere in MNew Zealand much of the zoods that we are now importing
from Australia. ‘ie have to do i1, because we have to be self-
supgorting where we possibly can. I read from your itinerary

that you will be visitin: the South Island. 7You will see there,
especially at this time of the year, some of the nest wheat
growing country in the world - wheat growing country that can
produce over twice as many woushels per acre as the wheatgrowing
country of Australia. It is not so lonz ag» that Tew Zealand ~
exported wheat to Australia., Iast year we imported 4 1/2 million
bushels, but when you pa¥ a visit to the South Island, Sir, you
will see that this year there are 20,000 aiditional acres of
wheat under productlon, and so we will only need to buy one
million bushels of wheat from Australia possibly, and [ hope we
will see the day when we will not have to buy arny wheat from
Australia, Now, Sir, that does not mean that we do not want to
trade with Australia, but we are following a pattern that you
have shown us, that we, 2s y»ou, have to develop our own country.

‘ I do believe that there is a zreat future, as the
Prime linister has said, in the tourist inﬁustry, but"I do believe,
Sir, that we know you much better than you know us. -hy, we know
when Boboy Sispson wins the toss or joes out for a duck, or whether
the great Australian Davis Cup is veing played for, or whether the
“allabies have won their match in France or in Scotland. .e know
everything that you do, but when we go to Sydney or to Meloourne
we can scarcely read a word of what 1Is happening in Few Lealand.
I think a great deal more can .e done to advertise our country
in_your country as you have done to advertise your country in ours.
And so, Sir, I do sa¥ that 1 appreciate the opportunity o goining
with the Prime Minister in this very warm welcome to you today.
May you and Mrs. Holt have a most en{oyable few days 1n this
country of ours, and may you leave it with an anpreciation of tie
fact that it is worth coming back to and it is worth encouraginz
other Australians to do likewise. All the very best to you and a
safe journey home.

Right Hon. Keith Holyoake -

Mrs . Stevenson and sentlemen:

. I give you the toast to the Juest of Honour, the Right
Hon. Harold Holf.




