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Right Hon. Harold Holt, krs. Stevenson, Your ixcellencies, my
Ministerial and Parliamentary colleagues, and sentlemen:

It gives nme tremendous gleasuge on vehalf of you all
and on behalf of all of the people of New Zealand, to issue the
warmest welcome that I am capavle of doing to our suest of Honour,
the Right Hon. Harold Holt, Prime lNinister of Australia, It is
only 12 brief months since he vecame Prime Hinister of Australia,
but” in that time he has already won for himself a very distinctive
place and earned a reputation for decision-making and for veing a
very decisive and active leader, and we are all delishted that

he 1s apnle to find the time possible - praqticallX a long weekend
out of a very busy life - to come to meet Mew Zealanders on their
own ground, ~This we take as a great compliment to us, le are
delizhted also of course that his charming and elegant wife was
anle to accompany hinm.

Feed 1 say that Australians and lew Zealanders have
always oeen close friends, and we always will be, I think that
our relationship is without purallel t rou§hout the world. It is
unique. There is nothing quite like it. It is true that we are
linked together by treaty, but it is not the formal word, it is
not the printed word, it 1s not the treaty thit really binds us
tozether. These things, I think, are embedded deep in our
understanding of each o%her, in our mutual respect, in our common
heritase, and in our common destiny.

we have aluays veen aware of many similarities. Ve
have the same languase - almost the same, I'm not ur to date on
this., I remember an old friend of mine many years ago telling me
that he could speak the Australian languase, “So I asked him why,
and he told me he visited Australia once. It was in the time of
the fight for the universal franchise - a long time ago. He said
he was_going down a street at King's slank Cross and he heard two
Australians arguinilzl and one said "Bill, what do they mean 'one
man, one vote'". And 3ill said "“ell, 1t's simple: it's just
one blank man one blank vote." And John said "“ell, if the¥
blanketty well mean ong blank man, one blank vote, why don't they
blanketty well say so." He contended that he had in That short
time learned to speak the Australian languaﬁe. I am not better
informed on what he meant or actually what happened than that.

Our language, our origins, our membership of the
Commonwealth, our mutual love of sport, our determination to fight
for the liberties of man which we consider fundamental to our
mutual Wa{ of life - these thinzs we have so much in common. These
are, 1 believe, the basic truths and principles ugon which our
deep friendship rests: these are the things. I do want to make
this point - and Harold Holt would, I am sure, wish me to make it -
that neither of us is either the image or the echo of the other.

e have also dissimilar characteristics, and these are understandable.
New wealand is a group of islands. hustralia is a_sreat continent -
one of the zreat continents of the world. In New Zealand we have
almost matchless resources for pastoral pursuits, the growing of
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srass, almost a perfect climate - as you will have noticed,
Harold.

I am bound in extenuation t» point out that this is
the tail-end of cyclone "Dinah", which orizinated somewhere in the
sreat continent towards our north-west soméwhere, I think, On
The other hand, of course, Australia has vast supplies of coal,
iron, and very many other now very valuable minerals, in addition
to her sreat agricultural wealth,” Dissimilar - we have less than
3,000,000 population : Australia, 12,000,000. So these are the
obvious differences obetween us, and that’will continue to produce and
gerhaps emphasise, and some people over-emphasise, further

ifferences. I think this an inevitable thinj. PeOple do tend to
over-emphasise the difference vetween urothers and sisters, because
they expect them to be so much alike. They do not do this where
people are not closely related. These are the obvious differences
in what we can produce, what we may achieve, but what is im ortant,
we think, is that our peoples are bdoth seekinz the same goals
tozether and in very much the same ways, te are moving Tovard
them together. This I believe, particularly in recent years
has been happening in a very great variet% of settins - in the
Commonwealth, in the United Nations, in SEATO and ANZUS, in ECAFE
the Colombo Ilan, ASPAC, and now in the isian Development dank and
other spheres I could mention, I think it is worth calling to our
minds that some 65 years a§o, when the people of Australia were
considerin; the question of a Federal Constitution, we were
invited to discuss thig with them and perhaps take a part and
vecome a part of that Federation. It was considered, Those who
preceded us decided no, Je had our own special destiny: we had
our own special aspirations: and so we would keep apart. Ve
felt that we had rerhaps a distinctive contrioution to make. In
our humble way we have tried to make it, 3ut again I come back to
the fact that particulirly in the last 25 years in this very
raxpidly changing world, we have reacted to the same problems, the
same positions, the same challenges in very much the same way. The
discussions that my Cabinet colleagues and I were privileged to
have with lir, Holt this morning oniy tended and served to emphasise
and underline that fact. Ve have voth learned of course that we
not only cannot iznore obut we desire to know our near neishbours
in the north much better - the peogle of South Zast Asia and of
Asia zenerally. «e realise more than ever - and every day that
soes past does emphasise it - that our destiny is tied up with
These countries in the matter of security, culture, trade. ‘e
can learn much from them, from the association with their old
and their rich cultures.

/e have learned to make new friends, and we have
made them very much together. Yes, there are differences between
us, but we do reco:nise that our paths lie very close - parallel.
I think nerhaps the development of recent years with the  tremendous
travel between our two countries of our own peoples: I am
informed about 50,000 each year now - businessmen, tourists,
artists, sportsmen, and the rest. This, of course, is serving to
tie us much more ciosely together, and I 1ook forward, we in Dew
Zealand look forward, to a continuation and indeed a Zrowth of
these exchanges between our peoples so that not only Parliamentarians,
not only businessmen, but the man in the street as we label hinm,
can zZet to know the other on their own zround. This is very
important indeed.

Mrs. Stevenson, Your Ixcellencies, rentlemen, there is so much
more that one could say, but_you will want to listen to Harold
Holt, our Guest of Honmour, I am going presently to invite Iir.
Hugh watt, the Deputy Leader of the Opgosition, to join me in
this welcome before 1 propose the toast to our Guest of Honour.
All I can saﬁ is that on vour behalf - those of you zathered
here: and this, Harold, 1s a very good cross—section of all of
our people, so ! know I'can speak on oehalf of all our people when
I say to Xou that 1 cannot think of anybodg who could possibly be
more” warmly welcomed here in .ellington and in Few Zealand - you
and your wife. Hay you feel this in the few days you are here:



~3.

may you feel this warmth of friendship exuding and reaching out
towards you. Hay you, as a result of that, take awaX very happy
memories, deep memories, of the fondness of the people of lew
Zealand for yourself, your wife, and the people of Australia
generally, You are just exactly a thousand times welcome here in
wellinston and New cealand. Now I invite Mr, Hugh watt to join
me in this welcome,
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