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Text of Speech laie by ifr, Holt

Prime Minister: that distinguished Australian emigrant, ilr.
~att: Your Excellencies: kirs. Stevenson and other Parliamentary
colleazues: ladies and sentlemen:

First, Prime HMinister - and I do not know that I will go
on sayinz "Prime Minister" because I am liable to lapse into
something more familiar through force of habit, but First, Prime
Minister, may I thank you very warmly indeed on behalf of my wife
and myseif for what you have said so generously and in such warm
and friendly terms about us and about the people I have at this
time the honour to lead., I stand in this room recalliny memories
which do not seem all that lons distant in point of recollection
although it was about 16 years ago in point of time, because my
first and only previous visit to this oeautiful countrg of yours
was as the leader of the lustralian Uelezation to tie Uommonwealth
Parliamentary 4ssociation, and I recall us having eaten in this
room and hearinz oratory no less extensive than That to which you
are to be subiected here today, and I have always held very

leasant recollections of lew Zealand from that visit. You were
ind enough to see to it that I then was able to visit some
considerable nart of this northern island, and that is reallﬁ
my justification for spending so much time in the South on this
occasion. I hope in the years t» come there will be many more
visits and that I shall see verﬁ much more of this country than
will be possible even throuzh the length of this particular visit.

It is always sood to come amongst friends, and it is even
petter to come amongst friends who have common interests, common
gurposes to serve, who can themselves act in a way that 1s

eneficial to you and give you the opportunity to act in a way
which is beneficial to them. )

ind T must say in passing, ir. att, followin% your
reference to trade between our two countries, that it is the desire
of my Government that any agreements we make on matters of trade
should serve not just the interests of one countr¥, but should be
mutually beneficial for both our countries, and if you find, or if
experience proves that this is not the way the Azgreement is
workinz out, if it does not serve our common purposes as fu11¥ as
we would both hope, then you will find a helpful and constructive
Australian attitude in order to make that possible, and my
colleague, the Minister for Trade, will be over here to confer with
his OYEOSlte numoer, your Deput% Prime Minister, very shortly, and
it will oe in that spirit that he will do so: and that is largely
because of the feelinz that we have for each other, but it is also
attributable to the recognition that =a 3rowinﬁ, prospering,
developing, stren%thening New Zealand is of advantage and strength
and help in promoting thée prosveritv of the country I represent.
So here is enlightened self-interest ziven an opportunity to express
itself, and exvress itself in an environment of friendsnip and
co-operation tozether,

You spoke, I think, Prime Hinister, of the historic gact
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that in 1901 some consideration was given to a closer union
politically -with our two countries, and there have bLeen people

in our Parliaments since that time - there may have_oeen one or
two in yours: they have been less vocal so far as I have been
aware - who have continued to advocate this. I view that prospect
of course with rather mixed feelings. I don't in_fact regard it
as a practical Yrospect in the future that I can look to, because
you very properly have stressed the Few oealand identity which
means so much to you, and your independence which means so much

to you, vut I have sometimes thought of your situation - and I am
speakinz in particular of you, Prime :finister - as oeinz a very
happy and lucky one - to be head of a rovernment in a country which
has only one House of Parliament, whose sovernment is drawn from
only one Eolitical party, and which has a unitary system of
Government, Now, I lead a coalition, and I am on_very jood terms
with the members of my coalition bul it is a coalition’ I lead
it in a Parliament thit has tvo Chambers and in a Federation which
has six States. Now, if there were to ve other members of that
Federation with the strength of mind and independence of spirit
that I have zgathered is réevealed in this coun r¥, those problems
would oe very much more complex than they are at the present time.
Jhat you were sayingz, !Mr, fatt, avout the difficulty you have in
Zetting people overseas to recosnise the separateness of our
countries is in one sense, I think, fortification and confirmation
of this degree of friendship that exists between us, and confirms
what you have been saying, Frime lirister, that our situation 18, SO
far as I could ascertain it arsund the world, unique. I don't
know an¥ two peoples, ary two independent cruntries, that are
closer together in appearnnce, in manner, in haoits of life in
identity of interests, than we find exist between Australia and
KNew wealand. And tha%, of course, is the ~rime reason, or certainly
one of the prime reasons, of my visit here on this occasion. Ais

I said yesterday, I felt it as my first duty if I could so abroad,
to go abroad to see our own troops serving Australia in the countries
where they were located, and this developed into something of a
South East isian mission in the result, decause these became

formal visits, although the orisinal purpose was for me to make
contact with our own people and have %hem feel how proud we were
of them, how zrateful we were for the services they were renderinz
us and the common cause of freedom. And then, of course, there
was the conference of Irime iinisters — the need to establish early
contact with those two great leaders who mean so much to both

our countries, President Johnson and Prime Minister #ilson. You and
I were together then, later at the Prime i!inisters' Conference, and
then the quite historic lkanila Conference, the fruits of which we
expect to see of benefit certainly to this area of the world and

to the free world as a whole as t%e years 2o on, oBut when I was
lanning the tasks ahead for 1967, having got the election out of

he way, the first priority on my list was to make contact with
ny friends here in New Zealand, and I am very glad that this has
?een possible and you were so kind as to opeh that invitation up

0 ne,

1 spoke of our similaritizs. You chose to find some distinctions
between us in our manner of speech, and I suppose that is so., 'le
Australians are far less conscious of the fact that we have a
different and not_particularly attractive national accentuation
which is observaole to others”but which so frequently passes us
unobserved amonust ourselves., I had early evi&ence of that when
I went on my first visit to the United Kingdom, again with a
Parliamentary Delegation, the C.7 .4. of those aays, in 1948, and on
my first nizht at the Savoy I asked for a vhisky and soda. The
waiter brought alony a mixture which, while interestin: in
aprearance, didn't seem quite to suzzest the Specificafion I had
proposed, I tasted it. It was very asreeable, but certainly was
not what I had requested. So I said, "Hey, what's this you've
brought me". "What you asked for, 3ir, a whisky cider".” I am
quite certain that Kzith would have no such trouvle with the 4i.3.C.
or B.5.C. accents that we hear so effectively from him. /3
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Right Hon, Keith Holyoake - Mine's a whisky and water.

Rizht Hon. Harold Holt - 7ell, he is safer with whisky and °
water perha s, but if he ever did ask for a whiskv and soda

he would get it in ample measure ard correctly to specificafions.
There is_one matter which does not seem to have altered much,
Perhaps I should hesitate to mention it. ‘hen I was in this
roon before, I seem to recall explaining to us then that this
really was not typical of “ellington weather and that the zood
weather would follow later. Eeli, I have no problems on that
score, Coming from Australia, any rain is welcome. .hen I was
asked what I thought about the climate this morning as we went

to the .ar Memorial, I said "I only wish I could transfer some of
this rain across to my own arid cohtinent.” This perhaps has
some bearing, Hr, ‘latt, on what you were saying aovout how this
Trade Agreement was working out.” I don't want to harp on this
thing, but 1 would like you to have this special factor in mind.
We have just veen cominy out - and these processes of full
restoration are not always speedy - from what has proved to be
one of the most serious droughts” in part of Australia that we
have ever experienced, It intrirues me that when some other
country has fire, or flood, or some other natural disaster,_the
word goes out around the world and the hat zoes round to well
disposed countries, and we are all happy to help a neighvour in
distress, Well, I don't sav that we have been in all That distress,
but novody seems to see drought in quite the same licht, and yet
in our country drouzht can have consequences far more serious
financially and in relation to the smooth running of the economy
than any of these natural disasters elsewhere. T illustrate this
for you by pointing out that in this most recent drouzht we lost
14,000,000 sheep, and in the State of New South ‘iales we lost 25
per cent of the cattle population of that State. Iow the econom
went on., Some people seem surprised and disagpointed that it di
not make the same rate of progress that we had made in more
favourable years. 1 think we did very well to keeﬁ the economy
running alon; as successfully as we did, despite these zreat
national and natural losses,” wsut 1 do think th:t this Bas had
some bearin% ugon the buoyancy of trade between our countries
and I hope that with more favhuravle conditions now restored there
should be some improvement in that respect.

You have referred, Prime Hinister - and i¥r. 'iatt echoed this -
that we have a great deal in common and we have many nutual interests
to serve, e regllg are a very fortunate set of peonles in these
two countries, e have .oth been the inheritors »f that splendid
Sritish tradition of democratic institutions and Parliamentar
sGovernment and the acceptance of the principles of freedom an
justice, the diinity and individual liverties of our citizens. This
1tself was_a great heritase, and we have veen the inheritors together
of a rich Buropean culturs which we have ueen able to apply to the
circumstances of these countries "Down Under". And we have been
favoured oy resources which have enacled each of us to build up a
standard of living which ranks amongst the hizhest to be found
anywhere around the world, Despite our short histories, ie have
built these standards, and that of course has a oearing uron our
significance, certainiy in this region of the world, and in the
world at larze. You feel rerhaps even more acutelv than we do the
fact that in terms of nopulation we are small countries in the
world scene. ‘e are still pushing on to our first 12,000,00%: you
are moving on, I zather, to your Third million. But we would be
treating ourselves with less than the sijnificance that is due to
us if we were simply to look at this mat¥er in terms of population.
First of all, there is the well known fact thut great countries
are the counfries vhich produce great men. They are not to ve
counted in heads of pogu ation. They are to be counted _in the
quality of the people that they produce, and lew ocealand need bow
its head to no country in the quality of the people it produces and
the contribution which these people have made to the world in many
fields, of science, of culture, of endsavour. You have produced your
Rutherfords, your 'ellers, your Hillarys, =nd scores of others
whom if time permitted me I could mention, and we, your closesz
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friends, your allies, and your partners salute a great people
here in New Zealand.

But the other thing is that you and we, by virtue of the
capacity we hive shown to increzse the nroduc tion of our countries,
do have a rating internationallﬁ out of all proportion to our
numbers, and I can illustrate this for you think, quite simply
in this fashion. Let us take India and Indonesia for my first two
examples. Indonesia has just on nine times the population of
Australia. It has one-third the value of :ross national product
of iustralia. India, with 42 times the population of Australia, has
just about double the value of zross national product of my country,
and you can translate these illustrations into New Zealand terms,

You can see that when ¥ou have only 2ot something under 12,000,000
geople out you rank with one of the Highest standards of living in

he world and you rank amongst the first 10 or 12 trading nutions of
the world, then you do possess a siznificance out of all relation to
your numbers, But the matter goes even deeper than that. It is my
firm belief that if your country and mine together are to have a
greatness of destiny in the not” too distant Tuture - I am not speaking
of any point of time close ahead or even in our lifetimes, but in
historical terms, in not too distant a future - it will be because of
the influence, the assistance, the encouragement, and the example
that tosether we have been able to exert in relation to the area in
the world in which we live, and in particular in South East Asia and
the Pacific region, and we do have an influence beyond all
relationship to our numvers. I know that your vieWws are welcomed and
respected by the Prime Minister of the United Kinzdom and the President
of the United States, In my first week of office, I was invited

both by the President of the United States and the Prime Minister of
Jreat Britain to continue the personal and intimate correspondence
with them which they had developed with my distinguished predecessor.
Now, Sir Robert was, as you know, a man of international stature,

and he was so recosnised around the world, and one could understand
the great men of ofher countries seeking his views and respectin; them,
vut when they put that same invitation to a_fledgling Trime Minister
little known outside his own country and only recently confirmed in
office, I think that established that it was the views of the
Austraiian people that they were anxious to have, the judzment of an
Australian Government, a judgment and view which would oe expressed
frankly, honestly, forthrizhtly, and with every intention to help in
findinz solutions which were acceptavle to us all. This happens to
us, it happens to you, and we are so placed b% Providerce in this

area of the world and with our vackground of democratic traditions

and with our hizh standards of econounic achievement, to obe aole_to
help people in This part of the world. Aind we are finding, as I am sure
you are Iinding, tha incrgasingl¥ our advice is veing souzht by the
countries of the rezion. ‘e don't have to muscle our way into
institutions like the Asian and Jouth Pacific issociation of
Countries, or the Asian Development Sank, or other_organisations of
that sort. %e are sought quite eagerly, we are welcomed
fullheirtedly, and we know that we have a contribution there which we
can make,

Australia =nd New Zealand, because of all these things which
lie open to us, because in the Commonwealth of Fations, this great
multiracial ga%hering which becomes more complex and difficul? to
hold tozether as the additions are made to its numoers, you and we
think so much alike about the problems that arise there that our
joint strensth can make a significant contribution there. And so it
Zoes around_the world where we meet together for these international

urposes. We have a common interest in helpins to build satisfactory
rading arrangements so that the orimary products of our two countries
can be marketéd on the vasis of a reasonable return to the producer
and in an orderlﬁ way, avoiding, if we can or as_far as e can, not
the hazards of the season - only Providence can lgok after that for
us, ard we must as realists accept the fact thiat there will be these
fluctuations - but avoiding as far as it is humanly practicable to

so orzanise matters, these sharp fluctuations on world markets for
primary staples, so as to avoid all those dislocations which occur

. /5
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in our economic. circumstinces. In these, in so many ways, ve have
common interests to serve. In this area of the world we can make
2 joint contribution to security, as we do through the Commonwealth
Strategic Reserve, as we are doing in our joint contrioutions 1in |
the conflict in Viet Iam - lookiny like you, not as people who seek

the field of war because of an appetite Tor conflict, but searching |
for a just and enduring peace which will enaole us ail.to Jet on with |
the job of building a %e%ter world order in the countries of Asia.
S0 tgat there is every zood reason, apart from kinship, apart from
natural identity of habit of life and attitude of mind, for us to
remain close tozether in relation to these common gurposes. And a
visit of this kind and visits of your people oback to us, not merely
Prime Ministers but others, can help to serve those purposes.
would mention, Mr. .att, that we have tried to assist this in
another direction in my country oy making one of the perquisites of
the Jemoer of Parliament a journey to New Zealand at Government
expense if he will choose to make that journey. This is the only
country outside of the territories under our own immediate control

to which we extend this privilege. Someone rather unkindly s&ggested
this morninz to me,"Well, this Tooks as if we were regarding lev
Zealand as one of our own terrilories,” to which I could only ansver
"lell, you can't win: that's clear.” dut I had hoped it would be
seen as snother manifestation of our intimacy, of our friendship,
%nd of our recognition that we do have so mahy common interests

0 serve,

Now, Prime }inister, as you krow, there were two sestures
I wish to make, but just vefore I come t» that, which is the
concluding part of what I want to sa{ let me make a special
reference to tourism, because you wi 1 recall I said something
on this in the course of our discussions here tosether this
mornins. 1 velieve that both our countries have a great deal to
offer fo the tourist from other parts of the world. You have long
had a Minister of Tourism, and you have long had a highly .
successful tourist traffic. le have had, ol course, some and it
has been growing quite steadily, <hen I reconstruc%ed my own
sovernment recently, I agpointed a younz and promising Minister to
look after this special field under” the xeneral supervision of the
Minister for Trade, my Deputy Frime linister, and the Minister
for the Navy, lr, Don Chipp as nart of his ministerial duties is
now Minister in Charge of Tourist Activities, But thinking about
this, without any special knowledze of what is now being done - and
some%hing of this ma¥ alread¥ be done - it did seem to me that
we could help each other in this direction if we used our own
facilities 2nd our omm resources to encourage the tourist to each
of our countries to include a visit to the other country as gart
of the tour. The American who comes here misht be.encouraged to
go on to australia rather than back to Honolulu. The Asian who
comes down to us as the nearest point for him or for her might be
encouraged to see somethinz of tﬂe beauties of New Zealand. I am
sure there is room for some fruitful co-operation in this articular
field. I have raised it with your Prime ifinister und his Cabinet,
and I hope that this matter can be followed up quite fruitfully.

I was thinkinz, Prime Minister, of what littlé gesture I
could make as a guest, with m¥ wife and my party on your shores,
to express the good will and the friendshlp symbolically of the
Australian people for your own, and one thing which came to mind
was that I mizht be permitted 1o make a gift to the Jovernment
and people of two pictures - quite large pictures. One of them
is a picture which has a strons historical association with your
country. ~Indeed, I believe it was on loan to New Zealand over the
period of The Cueen's visit here, and that is the picture drawn in
Chalks of the murder of Marian Dufresne back in 1770 or thereabouts
a picture by keriam., Some of you who saw it when it was over may
recall it, It seemed to us that this was a part of your histor
and that this could be back with ﬁou in New Jealand.” out to balance
thinzs out a oit, I thought you should also have an example from one
of our most distinguished of the younser school of iustralian painters,
Sidney Nolan, who now, of course, has an international reput?gion -
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and almost an international price I misht add - a picture of the
Kimberleys. in hustralia, This will endure as your history endures.

- -Ishope for Sidney Nolan's sake his work erdures, and also to make
the gift more enduring, I hope you, Prime Minisfe{, will acceﬁt
these from us as a syméol of the sood will and affection of the
australian people.

The other matter which seemed to me to be worth discussing
with ¥ou arose part1¥ from the fact that as I krew I was coming
here T devoted more time, I suppose in seven days, to a study of
New Zealand, its climate, its zeozgraphy, its economy, and its geOple
than I had in the previous 30 years of puvlic life, and I found
many things in m¥ reading and in discussion about gour country with
which I was not Tamiliar, and indeed of which I had been previously
ignorant, and it pointed up t» me really how much better we do
need to know each other, having so much, as I have said earlier,
in common. ~hit you said, Mr. .att, about more space being occupied
in the Australian Press by news from lew cealand struck a_responsive
chord with me, and I would willinsly surrerder 2 good deal of
editorial space in mﬁ own country to you for that purpose. But
quite seriouslﬁ I think that, too, is a matter which the press of
my countr¥ mihi very well examine, and I shall look for an
opportunity of raisihg that matter with them. 3But_this being the
case, I thought "Fow what way is there that we could encourage a
better knowledze", and I thouzht we mizht make a quite modes?t
commencement on this out one which I felt confident would appeal
to your Irime linister and his conlleazues, and I have sugsested
that we invite to australia under n system of scholarships, if
you could call it that, each year, two Hew Zealanders to ve selected
appropriately by representative peonle - a man and a woman: I am
sujficientl¥ conscious of the vote of the ladies in my State, lirs.
Steverson, to seec that we deal evenly on this - to come to
Australia for, say, 12 months, if that seemed an appropriate
lensth of time, to have some study wnerha-s at the :zustralian
National University, of our history, our economy and our institutions,
but also to spend 4 good deal of their time zoing around Australia,
no matter how remotely they may wish to proceed, and there to see
some of our institutions in operation, to see some of our develorment
projects as they come to fruition and to return to New sealand
perhaps to zo into public adminis%ration, the Departsent of Lxternal
Affairs, the field of journalism, or the teachins profession,
somewhere preferably where the knowledze that they had absorved
could be passed on to their fellow New Zealanders. I would like to
call them Anzac Scholars, because the anzac spirit is_still strong
in the hearts and minds of our people. Ve do have 2 Kational Day
on 26th Januqrg, but there is no day in the Australian Calendar
celebrated with more solemnity and with due observance than this
da¥ which commemoratss the forgings of that wonderful tradition
between our two countries, and if ii did not seem inappropriate
perhags they could be called inzac Scholars, but the name is less
important than the fact, I mentioned this matter to your Cabinet
this morninz, I am glad to say that the sujzestion was warml
received, and if it Rus the approval of your Jovernment I shall see
that effect is :siven to it.

So Mrs. Stevenson =nd Jentlemen, here we are bound together by
inheritance of institutions, traditions, democratic practices,
cultures, by the geography in which we find ourselves, inspired
and stimulated tozetfher by the possibilities th:t lie open to us
for positive and construc¥ive achievement in this area of the world
in which we live, 2nd while these things persist - and they must
ersist as lons as our inderendence endures for our two countries -

hen who can douot the strength and warmth of the friendship between
the people of New Zealand and Australia, and if in my term of
office as Prime Minister of my country I can do 2nything to serve
that friendship and to strengthen the ties oetween us, you can
confidently reEy upon this being my purpose.

LT
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Concludinz Remarks by Mr. Holyoake

'* Yell, I'm sure %ou would all like me to say how much we have

enjoyed that comprehensive and quite inspiring address from our

Guést of Honour, I am sure you will also ve pleased to know that

our Cabinet has already approved in principle of the two proposals,
both imazinative, that Mr. Holt has himself produced - the question
of co~operation in the tourist industry, and reciprocity in Anzac
scholarships; %e have approved this principle, and we will certainly
fol%ow %é up. Thark you for all these things that you have said to
us Harold.

Yow, of course the occasion is for ziving gifts, and_on behalf
of the Jovernment and the people of New oealand I want also to make
a 2ift to the Prime 'linister of iustralia, I decided upon this 3ift
oefore I knew of the murificence and the imazination behind the Two
Jifts which he has made. Those pictures are really priceless, they
arc invaluable, To add to the magnificence of the gift, the
Firestone, the Maori picture - I have forgotten the name now - it
was until now part of a very valued collection in Australia, It is
not just an odd picture they have picked up somewhere. It is part
of their own collection, and so it is of tremendous significance that
Mr. Holt should say today "It is a part of our collection but we
thrught rightly it belonsed in New Zealand", and he is giving it
to our nation.” I am quite sure that our National irt sallery, or
wherever it is decided thnt it shall repose, will be delightea and
excited, and so will all the people of Kew Zealand, about both of
these pictures, Also the paintinz by Folan. I have not had a
close study. I have aslked that tﬁey should be displayed along 2
table somewhere. I understand they are just outside:” if you wish
to have a closer study they will be there.

Now the gift I propose - it will not oe displayed right now,
out here is a copy of it. Some of you will have seen it, most of
you will have heard of it. This is"a publication by one of our
noted publishingy firms, A. H. Reed entitled "The New Zealanders",
an exact copy of the Folio which Her Majesty The Queen zave to
us ag her 2ift to the lew Zealand Nation when she was last here in
New Zealand - the original from the library of indsor Castle from
amongst her Collection. She thouzht this wis something we would
like, and we treasure it, of course, A. H. Reed have made an exact
cogy of this, It is a beautiful Fiece of work: we think so anywa¥:
and I am askin% Harold Holt to take this back as a ver¥ humble zif
compared with this gift to the people of lew Jealand, to their
collection of lew 4ealand treasures in Australia, It is a collection
of prints by seorge ingus. They were made in 1846 or around that
time. They were gZiven to Her Majesty The Cueen. The¥ really were
in _the first place - I think it is shown in the script in the Folio -
dedicated to His Royal Hizhness Prince aloert at that time. It is
quite a treasure, and I would ask you, Harold, to accept this rather
humble zift, alonsside yours, as a token of our esteem for you and
the people of Ausfralia, and also as a mark of our deep aprreciation
of your visit to our country so early in your lony tenure of office
of Prime Minister.
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