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SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER - MR. HAROLD HOLT

Mr. President, MHMr. Speaker, iinisterial and Parliamentary Colleagues,
Ladies - I understand there are some brave ladics with us here
tonight - and Gentlemen;

, I don't know what the scene appears to you in the
background there but I can assure you that this is =2bout as
impressive a gathering that any public lcader in this country could
cver hope to address and I confess to being singularly imprcssed
from the outeget. I am sure that ocur two distinguished visitors
from the United Kingdom, Sir Paul Chambers ond Sir Richard Powell,
noth of 20hem I have kod %k nlcesure of meeting 2t gatherings of the
Institute in London, also fccl stirred as I am by this spectacle

of what Austrelia is ablc to contribute in the way of distinguished
directorial talent. But I gather therc are something over 600
directors here tonight and, looking around the room, I think therec
must be at least 500 who are personal fricnds of mine from my many
years in public life -~ at lecast I like to think they are pcrsonal
fricnde of minc, end certsinly they heve cxhitited the csrestest of
zoodwill to mc this eveoning, and for the most port, the greatest of
goodwill through the long period of apprenticeship I have scrved,
After 211, it =ays somcthing for the characterictic lustralian
quality of tolcrancc and mateship that after seven years at the
Treasury I can gtill facc you, looking to you as friends and
receiving such a respcctful and attentive hearing as I am, at lcast
up to thiz point.

Gentlemen, we arc getting used gradually to the icea
in Canberra that there has been a change of management., Every now
and then my officers and I refer to my distinguished predecessor
and say, "Wecll, the PM is doing so-and-so" or "the M is doing this
or that', I do it. My officers do it. 4fter sixteen ycars'
association with o great political lecader, it is not easy to adjust
one's thinking to the fact that he is not there to carry thcse great
responsibilities that face us at this time, But in a tremendouzly
busy month, we have been rapidly accustoming ourselves to the fact
that we have to stand on our own feet now and exhibit to the
Australian pecople that fLustralia is able to produce lecaders,
and as onc great leader moves on, then we hope that the team that I
have asscmbled around me will cnable me to continue to give Australia
the sound, progressive, imaginative govermment that we have been
favoured to enjoy for so many ycars under the Prime Ministership of
Sir Robert Menzics.

No Lustralian Prime Minister could take officec at a
morc fascinating or interesting time in the history of his country.
I am sure that even those of you in this room who have had to
accustom yoursclves to the rapidity of change in the ycars of
phenomenal growth we've known since the end of the Sccond World
War will have becen struck by the rapidity of these changes
around us, not only in the demestic scenc but more particularly in
the intornmational scene in our own immediate neighbourhood over the
period through which we are now passing. To us in Canberra, they
are occurring with almost dizzying rapidity. Where once in my own
political lifetime, Lustralia was on isolated outpost down under,
now we are invaeded in hordes almost with pcople who have discovered
hAustralia perhaps for the first time but who are learning that here
is not only a country of tremendous rcsources nnd great potential,
but here is one of the significant lendmarks in thic arce of the
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sworld capable of exercising o significant influence upon the destiny
of this ares of the world, Now thet mcy be rather a large mouth-
ful to claim, but c¢ven in my ovn short term as Prime Minister I hove
been conscious of the fact thet grest national leaders in the United
Kingdsm and the United 3tates arc onxious to hecar what the Govern-
ment of this country feels 2bout the particular dcvelopments in
which we have scme special knowledge in this arca of the world,
Lnd not only anxious to hcar but giving respectful weight to the
views that we put to them, and this, of course, imposes a tremendous
responeibility upon us, not only a responsibility for careful and
considcred thought and judecmemt but the sort of regponsibility which
hes us weigh wherc we come out in «ll of theesoe situntions. Jnd at
times, although it is rather flattering to be trecoted on o bocis
of ecrunlity, onc vonders whother the lorger countrics with which
we enter uvon discuesions still reslise that ve corc lcss than
12 million people trying to build a grent continent when they,
in their turn, arc countries of great population and with meny
decades of netional develepment behind them.

Yo in suetralins have baen jolted by cvents to adulthcod
in circumsteonces of such complexity e to call for o maturity and
understeonding verhaps =8 hoz not been exnected of ue in ecrlier
periods of our history. So the formation of this body of which you
cre o purd, euch obd overy one of yow, is not only imrorfont in
the national ccnse, but in my view could heardly be more timely
because Australia will have to form a judgrent, nationally, upon
many matters going wéll beyond our shores, matters whicn will involve
us in some exercise of responsibility, somc provision of military
asgistance, some provision of intecrnational sid or guidance,
technical capacity and cquipment, @ whole host of matters which
would have been foreign to carlicr govermmente in sustralian
nistory.

It is true wc have becen doing something aleng these
lines over rcccnt ycars. It iz quitc obviously the fact that more
will be demanded of ug, expccted of us, end indecd ncoded from ue
ag the ycars go on, Jow it struck mc so many times during my ovn
long period in public life as rother stronge that we hadn't
developed cmongst the leaders in commerce and trade and induoctry
a greater willingness on their part - or might I say youwr part -
to participate in the national disloguc on these great questione
of policy which c~risc from timc to time. I am not suggesting or
hinting that you chould involve yourselves in the day by day mat-
orial of party politice; pcrhaps that can be left to those of ue
who are in the political sccne as your Parliomcentary reprcscntative.,
But I don't think we can offord to go on indefinitely without vicwe
being put quitc vigorously ond frankly and clearly, not ncccssarily
in an orgoniscd scnsc or by the orgonisetion represented here
tonight, but by individual public lcadcrs in their own field, and
by public I mezn men who have achicved stature in the ecycs of the
public in the fields of industry end trode and commerce.

There is 2 great nced in Lustralia, a gop in our
structure from this absencc of participaztion in the national
dialogue. It hes becn increasing, of course, to some degrec
over recent years, but time and time agoin as we have sat around
the Cabinet table in Canberra and sought to appoint some person
to a particular nublic post, onec which calls for a mon with an
industrial or commercial background, but a2lso which calls for
qualitice which go beyond the tasks of his own particular organ-
isation or scction of inductry. 4nd I assure you, you would
be rather shocked to know how n~rrow the field of selcction proves
to be when we comc to this tack, and it perhape explains why you
find femiliar figures bobbing vup in & number of tosks of government,

We Tool almost cmbarrsossed whon we go beck to the same
familizr figures and ask thea to do o job for us, ond if we do
thet it is not because we want to load wancceszsory burdens on their
back but because therc hasn't been this genernl participation in
affairs going beyond the immediatemrceccupntion of the cxccutive
or the dircctor in particuler industrics and scctions of the
cconomy which would provide ue with the recruits we nced for




public service - somctimes honorary - somctimes of 2 more

' permencent character, but contributing to what lies been as Sir

Robert Webster recopnised in hic notable address the othcr evening,

a concidernble and significant increcase in the participotion by

covernment in the affairc of industry. Not perticiprticn, I would

hepe, in the sense thot we cre going to intrude more decply

thantps becn the case in the pasty  but participation in the

sense that there is 2 growing nced - it has been there for =2 long

timc, and we have donc something cbout it - buv 2 growing neced

in the times in which we find owrselves fer tenmwork between

government ond mancgement so essentizl if the country is to

progress ag wc would oll wish ag 2 groat co-operating democracy.
.nd so, gentlcomen, here is o tosk for the Insvitute

of Dircctors, and it is hc-rtening to us 21l to feel the necd for

a more co-operative Lustralisn, on isustralia thot has developed

o close national unity, to scc evidenced by your presence here

tonight thc signs thet in the ficld of top dircector-chip ond cxec-

utive strength in this country, we will find ~ grecter co-ordination

of ideas and nctivity than we heve in the past. This will be a

tremendsus netional assat Tor asustrolic,

Wow we, ns a CGoveornmment, have cncountercd, or at leas
arc the inheritors of o combinution of important develogpments hich

arc nroducing chollensing situntions for us in o numkter of dircet-
ions, I mention Tirst, however, the seneral picture because I vient

to comc to come of these developmcnts in » moment, but 28 onc look:
2t the australiom scene gencrally, the task doesn't look as form-
idablc in the internal domeostic sensc, the economic sensc, Mr,
President, a2s perhaps you have pictured it here tonight. That mey
be the viowpoint of an optimist but I think it is onc in which my
colleagues of +the Cabincet would ~srec. That deesn't moeon that there
won't be probloms in the Future, of courso. Anybody living in o
country so cubjeet to the hozords of the seosons, the fluctuation
in utput year by yecar, @5 the reculd of either drought, flood cr
somc other adverie factor, the quitc sensntionnl fluctuations

which occur from time to time in whot we rcceive overseas for our
productsz, when you cre fmced with thot got of circumctances, no-
one can claim thot the couvrce chend ic ever likely to be exngy.

But for thosc of us thet huve tc sit ~nd evclve continuing policies
of ~ notional kind, it docsn't look so formidable as it did in
carlicr periods in the last twenty years becauge we have had the
good fortunc in this country %o come through @ long period of ctouble
political growth cnd policy formotion with no interruption ond with
a continuing stobility of conditions herc. “Not many countrice
around the world could point to that kind of stability whilst they
were forming policice of ¢n cnduring kind. ind I believe that
over thcse years we've cctabliched o pattern and 2 structurc for
the sustralia of the future which will endure for very many years
to come, & basic pattern ond structurc of policy and national
endcavour,

Hov let me just illustrate it in o few dircctions. Vie
have launchecd and sustaincd o vigorous programmc of migration
which we hove cvery intcention of continuing on as largc & scale
as we can contrive. Secondly, for moest of the period I epeak cf,
hustralic hos conjoycd what would be decceribed in rcalistic terms
as a full cmployment situntion. Now although there have bocn here
some minor fluctuations, no-cnc with ony rccollection of the
pre-war Australia or of the more dremdful days of the 1930's could
describe what has hanpened over the last twenty years as other than
o full cmployment situntion for the country and thot situation
continues, Thore will be 5dd pockeds of weckness here and there
which we sholl hove to attend to, but by and lerge the acchievenment
has been recorded through yczrs of considerable fluctuntion, =ome
of thom ycars of stress, and wec have been sble to sugtnin, broadly
speaking, a full employment situation.

Then we have had o high capitel formcticn in this
country. T wonder if everyone hore reolises juct how high this
has bcen, I wes interested mycelf to discover recently that there

is only one country recorded in the official intermntionnl stntictics

that can point to a higher level of capital formation, or pircentage
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'of capitel fermstion than Au stralia, and that is Japan. Ours
stands at abcut 27% of gros ational expenditure., That compares
with 17% or 18% for the Unltnd Kingdom and the United Stotegc, and
this, toc, is not o passing ph‘bo. It ie ottributeoble, cf course,
to cwr ova intornel capacity o £.ve which in o high one Ly oo~
parative standards around the world and alsc to the strong capital
inflcw which hog becen custaincd cven over these recent periods when
official policies would uppcar to have produced some reduction of
it. And I mentisn ancther facter - staeble government - somcthing
we tend to take for granted in this country, ond we are lucky
pcople to be oble to do so. We have had cnough recent cxemples
cround the world to illustrate for us that thece things are not
either incvitable nor fovouring the grest masc of the world's popu-
lation at the present timc, and only tonight = flach has bcen
recoived to the Civet thot in Ghono the camy hes taken over the
sovermment there cnd apper ntly deposcd the ndministrotion of
Prc~1dcnt Trunch., Well, this heppening so rccently cgoinst the
evente in HMigeria, which Yes regerded o about the NOut “etrble of
non~Luropean ctates in “?rlc,, is cnother illustration of the
reztleege ond violent world in which we stand os an islond of
stabilivy ﬂnu sceurlty. And thisz, of cource, is the factor which
onc finds crcpping up repcotedly 1n the talks I hove with those who
come here 1oou1nb sustralic over and going awny from thiz country
more ccnvinced thorn they hnd aver been before that this iz 2o country
in which they should nove some stzke for the future, jeining with us
in the buildinv of o great nation, o stabiliging, “trcn cthening ond
prespering factor in this gignificant arca of the world.

But I have mentioned the eloments which are illustrative
of what I specak of as the cstablished structurc and pattern for the
Austrelic of the futurce. I don't bolicve that cven 1f there were
a choange of ”OVﬂvnment, decpite the faect thot I know there iz ...,
and I om not wonting to turn thic into o political cccasion ..eee.s
despite the fzct that there is o profession of demceratic socialicem
on the part of Hr. Celwell, o radicnl and =ocialist porty on the part
of Mr, WYhitlom; my own belicf is thot these patterns that I mention
arc now o solidly cetobliched in dustralia  that cven if 2 Lobor
Government caome into office, it would soon find thnt the clectorate
would rejecet it if it sought in any way to slter what hnd become
establiched mationel policics, gerving uuftrL11' vell,

So I say, ladics 2nd gentlemen, that I don't cxpeet any
fundemental or drastic policy chonges cven from our pOllth“l
oproncnts; whotever their wiches m 1ght bc in this ﬂlroctlon, I
am surce the weisht of clcetornl eopinion would be ageinst it, ond I
don't sce the nced for them on the port of cur own government, in
order to dcal with the domcstic gitunticn as we view it. There will

¢ some marginal action roouvired in u”rh<p~ o voriety of dirccticns,
but any onc in thl room who ic trving to plen for the futwre of
their own organication in Justrslin cen, I belicve, rely upon those
fundemcntals, Jlgrhulon vill continue, industrial growth will
continue, the full cmployment situstinsm will be o eteady ~nd con-
tinuous onc in thig country, snd therc will be & continuing stab-
ility of political «=ffairs in sustrolia oz o bagis of our own
national growth,

Mow I believe thig to be true and I em curc this is the
vicw taken of it by those whe come from overseas to obzcrve
our scenc and they claim something elsc which I was going to
mcntion in anether conncction ¢ little lutor, but porhﬂp° it is
appositc to introduce it herc, and this is csomething we don't talk
about oursclvcs, Agoin, we tnke it for granted. But they include
in their cntegory of the acgelbs they discover, the character and
quality of the .uztralinn pecplc. There may be lces then 12
million of us but in the cyes of those who come te cbscrve us,
we are people of character o2ndéd quality. Lnd how cssentinl this
ig if we cre loss thon 12 million pecile;  —with o continant of the
sizc of the United States to develow, then we can't afford to have
seccond-vrate nesple or people lacking in character and cuality.
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The most valuable export that iustralia can send abroad is the
Australian who goes as a technician or a professional man into
one of these countries to our North to give guidance and training
.« + « « . & projection of Australia as a helpful kindly cguntpy !
with people of character and quality who can make a contribution
to security end progress in this part of the world. It will ve
one of my own tasks as your Primc Minister to encourage this process.
I can believe that iLustralia can do 2 great deal by the positive
constructive type if diplomacy - using that word in its widest
sense - where Australians go out and makc Australia better known
in a constructive 2nd helpful way around the world and in particular
around the world to the North of us.

) Now I have menticned something about the established
cconomic situation but let me say a word about the prospects.
I said a word or two in this direction but my friend, Charles Court
ought to be taking over this part of what I have to say because he
is thc best national salesman in politicel circles that I know,
You will be discovering this in more detail, no doubt, tomorrow
but having cstablished the pattern and structure that I hove
mentioned, forward prospects continue to read most attractively.
We have our own good population growth rate and we have & good
growth rate with pepulation and productivity going together.
But our population rate - I have been pointing this out to some of
our distinguished visitors, in particular Denis Healey, the British
Minister for Dcfence, 2nd Vice-President Humphrey; we have a
population growth rate something of the order cf upwards of 2 per
cent, the United Kingdom .8 of 1 per cent and at the last ycar of
record, the United States 1.3 per cent. Others may choose to
ignore this, but we can't ignore it. It is o fact of life for us.
It imposes considerable burden and stress upon us to provide the
housing, the schools, ond the hospitals, as I am sure my State
colleagues here will bear witness,.quite convincingly. ind so
here is itsclf a factor for ecconomic growth in the future,

the

Then we add to this/story which Charles, I imagine,
will be expanding for you, of the exploration which has produced
the fabulous mincral discoveries in our North 2nd in the ¥Weest and
indeed in various other perts of iLustralia as well, not to ignore
the natural gas so far discovered which can make such 2 contrib-
ution for cconomic developncnt. But these are things which in the
minercl ficld alone, could on 2 not over-optimistic estimate bring
us, within ten ycars' time, an export income equalling or sur-
passing that which we will be receiving or are receiving concurrently
from our wool production. So this mcans quitc a striking and
indecd almost fabuwlous addition to our resources,

Then there is the element, as yct I believe in its
carly stages, of our trade with Asia, Who would have imagined
in his wildest hopes that JLustrelic would have built up in these
last ten years or so the kind of regular trade - not flukey trade
but regular and growing trade that we have with Jzpon., The
figurcs may interest you. In 1951/52, dustralia's cxportes to Japan
were $97 million in valuec. Lest year, which was not the highest
on rccord, they were $441 million. In other words, a 350 per cent
increase on the figure of 1951/52, This, I repcat, would not
hzve been dreamed of ten or fifteen years ago, and yet as we sce
it, we know it is only the beginning. In respect of Jopancse iron
ore contracts alone, and Charles correct me if my total is too low,
we have contracts, I understand, completed for the sale of hus-
tralian iron ore to the tune of $2,320 million. So that we can
face, I believe, our futurc in economic terms confidently.

As Japan develops ite own standards and grows with its
own internal demands, it will supply an increasing part of Asian
demand, This will be a demand which, with o morc sensitive
world conscicnce on this issue of rising expectations and the
under-privileged areas of the world, there will be gradual but
increasing - as I can tell you from our own provision of inter-
national 2id - there will be increosing ossistance being given to
other countries which in turn will want their demands satisfied by
foodstuffs, raw materials, industrial ecquipment, all of which
sLustralia is well placed in thi=z area of the world, with the
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resources we know about, to assist in supplying.

fnd we have, as part of this story, the determination
of President Johnson and his administration, reflceting, I belicve,
the views of the fmerican pecople generzlly, that their great
conecpt of tvho great socioty iz not to be limited to the United
States 2lonc. He has alrcedy indicocted that he is willing to
provide a billion dollar fund for 4Asion Irvelorment., America
has come handsomely into the Provieion of capital for the Asian
Dovelopment Bank with $200M. Ve, recognising the importaonce
for the whole arca of such a bonk, have accepted a much higher
than cur proportionnte share of contribution by 2 commitment of
$85M (Americaon).

Now as these institutions, these Funds, get under
way ond mnke thoir worth felt, we, in twn, must derive some commer-
cial bencfit from this; whether it is in the crea of foodztuffs,
mincrals, raw materiole or a grovwing volume of manufactured cxporte,
this is something which iustrolia will be able to do.

50 let us turn now for o momcnt or two to the chullenges
which chow up clearly in thc intcrnation2l ficlds and the most
urgent ond the most woerrying of these, of course, is in South Viet
Noem. Ve, as =2n JAuestralian Government, have been firm in our own
vicws and conclusions about this situation from the outset. We
have scen this, asg we have seen 5o mony other of these criticel
chadlcnges of the post-war yecars, as further evidence of the
communist determination to spread its philosophy, its doctrine
through thce world so far as this proves possible for it, probing
here and there, finding a weak spot, trying to build up the
pressures. We see it currently at its most manifest .in South Viet
Nam, but I hove been tolling yosterday end today with the represen-
tatives of Thailand =2nd they would be telling you of the prceswres
to which they arc being subjocct on their North, on their Tacst, ¢n
their Ylest from the Communist influence, cnd wc have scen this,
az I am glnd to say the President of the United States and hisz
HAdministretion have scen it, as ~nother chollenge to free pcoples
throughout the world.

Now zentlemen, if this is your view, and I think it would
be, bceause I know that in our swn Perlicment in the two Govcrnment
Porties, therc is not onc member elected to rcpresent the people in
those two Govermnment Partics who does not subscribe wholehecartedly
to the Govermment's policy of support in South Viet Nam and o
backing for the .merican policics there. But I don't want you
to feel that you can just leave it to your Parliamentarians, if
on 2 grcat national gquestion such as this, touching the very
sccurity of the nation, touching thc sccurity of free peoples
cverywhecre, we can afford to allow thc politician only to pcrsuade,
to convince, to arguc on this issue in our national community.
Here, if you belicve these things is scopc for you individually
in the positicns of lecadcrship that you occupy, and we can't
afford to allow a situation to develop in which the only voices
hecard arc the voices of dissent. You and I might belicve, and
indeed know, that this represeats only » handful in the population,
that its influence is not grecat, but if you allow it to go, of
course, uncorrccted, or unchallenged, a small influence can beccme
a larger.onc. This is what the President is finding. This is
what we, for our part, are finding. And if there is any doubter
in this room of the essential character of the challenge, the
critical naturc of it, in Scuth Viet Nam, I wish he would write
to me and tecll me. I shall send him by the rcturn of post, the
copy of the specech which Vice- President Humphrey made on this
matter, one of the most compclling and moving public speeches I
have cver heard. 4nd if anybody remains unconvinced after the
evidence that be brings forword, then he lacks the capacity for
conviction,

4nd wc've scen, goentlemen, this challenge; how many
times does it have to be levelled before we recognice it in
whntever particulor form it emcrges. VYo saw it in Berlin, Ve
saw it in the so-callcd Greck civil wor, As Vice-President
Humphrey pointed out, what a remarkable thing that when
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‘ Yugoslavia fell out with the Soviet 2nd cut off that supply line

from the Soviet to Greece, the civil wer disappeared. L4nc in other
cituations, whether it is in Cuba, whether it is in Berlin or in
Greece, or in Korea, or now in South Viet Nam, or in the probes that
are going on in Laos, Thailand and other countries in South-East
Asia, +thig thrcat to free pecoples has to be met. and what an
extraordinsry thing it is, illustroting the confusion of mind

on this matter, that you will get a great peper like the "New

York Times" which will urge the Administration to defend Berlin

to the lost fmerican soldier that can be sent there and yct ncxt
day will writc a powerful cditorial and go on doing so, urging
them to pull our of the issuc in Scuth Viet Nam,

Wc are told somotimes that we oversimplify the preblem.
I am ofraid therc arc far too many people around the world who over-
complicate it. 4nd of course you cen point to very sinccre pecple
amongst the Viet Cong. No men offerz his life unless he belicves
quitc strongly in what is hoppening around him, but there have been
pcople before that the communists have stcered for their ovn
purposcs., They have got on the popular band-waggon and all the
cvidence that comcs to us is overwhelmingly convineing that here
ip a chnllenge which is guided from Hanoi and which in turn ic
mastcrminded from Pcking. Mell, there im brief is a rcference to
Viet Nam, but we mustn't brush it out of consciousnces as something
that isn't vital to australin's own sccurity. If we can't hold the
line in South Viet Nam with »11 the weight of smerican strength, if
we can't hold it thcre, who can tell me where it can be held eny-
where in South-EFast Asie,

I would like to just mention a word or two to you
about our talks with Mr. Healey because these were fundamentol, and
indeed quite historic, becausc whet was involved herc wns a dinlogue
about the British role in the world. You hrve noticed even since
the publicotion of the White Paper one of the Ministers has resigned,
giving as his main rerson for the rcesignntion that he disngrecs with
the strotegic concept, that in his view Britnin should withdrow,
shouwld not have forces cast of Suez, cnd this vicew was odvanced by
the shadow Defonce Minister on the Conscrvative side, Enoch Powell
gsome time ago. I have rcason to believe that it i1s not a uni-
versally held view in the Conservative Party or even in the Shoadow
Cocbinet of the Conscrvetive Porty, but it was put forward publicly:
by their Shadow Minister, and so this is more than just editoricl
stuff or litcrary criticism or dcbating socicty material. These
issues are urgent topical, vit~l issues for the security of this
country. Mr, Healey, gquitc obviously from the rccent actions of
his colleagucs, has been under much pressure to adopt the linc of
withdrawal East of Suez and when he reached us, I think he felt
there would be a very limited life to their occupancy of the
base in Singapore.

Well, at least one value which came from thosc dis-
cussions, ond thcre were several important conclusions which
we were able to recach together, but one at lcast was tc impress
on him our view of the importance of the British presence in this
area of the world, thc importance of the retention of the base
in Singapore for as long ag this was humanly possible, an assurance
that in our view, a British presence therc far from being recented
by thc peoples of isia, would be accepted by them as o moderating
and stabilizing influence, contributing to their security rather
than o source of disturbance ond restlessness cnd turbulence amongst
their pcople.

I am glad to say this view was endorced when he reached
Singzpore and Kusla Lumpur ond it was o view which was endorsed
by the rcpresentatives of the Thni Government with which
we heve been holding discussions in these last two days. /And so
has emerged this quite notable decision of the British Government
to remein in effect a world influence, not tec withdraw and cdopt a
quite narrow vicw of their intcrnotional responsibilities, but to
maintain a global role, to maintain substanticl forces in this arca
of the world cnd to remain on in Singapore for as long as that
proves humanly practicable.
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tVhat did flow from it 2lso was acceptance by us of the
vicw thot although they might decide and h-ve now decided to remoin
there, it mny prove, @as o rotult of dovelopments which no-one con ot
this timec forcgcce, thot ¢ base in Singaporc cannot be sucvnined.
Well it worm ous in thet blunt end friondly fnshion thnt dr. Henley
o8 thot if Britoin couldn't stny therc, it had nowhere clso to
go and hnd to go homc unless it could comae to Australic, So we
shall, in cur »nloenming of our own bace fneilitics for the future,
and indced taking into ~ccount this contiagency, be bringing our
attention to the possibilitics vwhich could dcvelop here, =2nd con-
ducting diccussions at the Scrvice level with representatives
of the Brivich Govermment,

Now, remember, he was telking cboub problems which mignt
~rize in the 1970's, cven the 1960's,  Our own situntion ic not
going to be trrnsformed covernight, but what we will be doing in
the yeers chend will be planning, will be acting in such o way
thot we guard zgoinst the sort of dangers which your own judgemente
will conjurc up for you.

Vhat flows from all of thisz, from the tolkes with the
Unitcd States which hre become so henvily committed in terme

of mmnpower n~nd militory cquipment ond undertrkings to conduct

a constructive, positive programmc of peaceful economic devceclopment
in thaot arce of the world, was thet it ébviously involves for
australia o growing commitment ovcer the yecars, The lcsson is
there, or the writing is there for us, that we muet become nore
self-recliant to mecet the varicty of deangers which can threoten

us in the futurc.

I epoke n 1itHlc corlicr of owr trrde with Jnpan,
We hrve immedistely to the North of us 100 million pcople in vhat
hns beeome 2 virtunlly bonkrupt and disorgenicced cconomy, with
turbulence of o politicrl kind, the outcome of which no-one 2t
thie point can foresce. Austrilian trade with Indoncsiz in the
game yenr thet I menticned with Japon (1951-52) was $8M. ILeg
yeor it was $7M cgrinst §4411 for Jopon. Fighty million of people
well orgonised with a strong, buoyant cconcmy, industrinlised with
rising etoandards in onc dircction; 100 million peoplc subjected
to this turbulence, this cconomic failure which onc seeg immed-
ictely tc our North, nnd herce ic o ceuntry with which we have a
comuon boundary in New Guinco,

So iLustralia, 1-dics and gentlemen, has been jelted
rot merely into adulthood but into » maturity of attitudes and
approach; 2 requirement of = noturity of decision which we have
not known in the degree vic hove to confront it today ~t cny carlier
point in cur hictory.

I don't mention these things to you in any pessimistic
spirit beceause I belicve thot this country haos 2 destiny in
Asia which chould cxecite us all. Indeced, one of the heart-
ening things is to discover ~mongst the lcnders of the countries
of Asic how much dustroalic is respeeted as friend and ~1ly, as
donor of intcrnstional 2id, oand it is not the big costly
things thot matter so tcrribly much in their cyce,

Onc of the most significant clements of nid that the
Prime Minister of Thailand wac mentioning to me wnas a military
training school we hove in his country for technical training
of peoplc who ge into the scrvicces. Those now going to the
school ore being appronched by private cmployers before they
are through their training, vwanting to get them for the
industry of Thoiland. Well, at least there is 2 goin in
an industrin~l scnse. ind here, by this kind of yprcvision, he
pointed to com2 rozd comstruction that we were carrying out.
I an sure Pat Morton could suggest o few places around hisg own
State where roads could be built,
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But this sort of thing, not hundreds of millions of
dollars of aid but friendly, technical advice with the man
on the spot, whom they can sce, whom they can talk to and
regard as o friend, In thesc ways, I beclieve, we are helping
to strcengthen our meighbours to onr Nerth, In these wars,
eventunlly, I believe, we will find the means of knitting mere
closely together the cocuntries interested in this area.

Now my concluding point on all thie is that we
cee in whot faccs us in the future - not just dustralia, but all
those of like-minded ideas in relation to the future - we soe
o tremendous need for the United Kingdom, the United States,
iustrolic cnd Now Zeoland to get together, to co-crdinate whnt
they arce doing, work out together what cur objectives should
be, what cur goals ere, how we sce the future, what we feel we
cen do togcther. Our recsources aorc nct so vast that we can
afford to squander them and we fcel that it will be by our
joint cfforts, foecing common tasks, that we shall achiceve most
cffeetively what lics within cach of us to do.

Finally, here we have in this country of ours another
great assct in the co-operating democracy that we hove estnb-
lished. You con go to Darwin, or Perth or Brisbane; pcople
will be listening to the national ncws at nbout the same tinc,
making duc nllowances for the time changes in Vest and South
Australia, but herc we have a remerkably homogencous people of
very much more similer outlook than you will find even in the
British Isles or any other country that you could neme. This,
itself, ic a tremendous national esset, and at the various levels
of Government - Commonvealth, State, Municipal - I believe we have
o closer teamwork todny ond & botter-willed one, more cordinl and
co-operative tecomwork than I hove knovmn ot ony corlier point of
the Lustrnlian Federation. And when we look out from gevermment
to industry, I know that next weck we shall be conferring agnin
with many of you, somc of you onyhow, who arc in this room tonight,
some of the lenders in the ficld of monufecturing, export cdvice,
end the lcaders of industry, whe will see us ag & particular group
in the coursc of the afternoon.

Now this has becomc a regular excrcisce twicc a yecar,
trying to get into the minds of industry, talking to those who come
to us freshly from the morket place, trying to get the best
picturc we cen before we launch into major cconomic decigions by
the Government.

Sc¢ I méntion thece things. They are token by so
meny for granted, Here we are at this point of time having
cstablished as very fow countrics in the world can claim to have
established, =~ co-opcrating domiocrocy in which the rights of
minorities arc safeguarded, as they must be in any true . 2
democracy, and in which thc national cffort iz channelled the more
successfully becausc of the teamwork we havc produced.

Now, of course, we haven't rcached perfeection, ond
we never will, but your orgeonisation will be a step along the
road to 2 better result thon we have achicved in the past,
and I would hope that in the course of your own discussions you
vould spare 2 thought for the Parlicment =28 an institution,

In this country, the Parlinment docsn't enjoy the
respect it does in mony other democracies, although I believe
the quality of scrvice is just os high and the quality of
representation and membership is as high, Onc doesn't develop
any inferiority complex after participating in Parliamentary
Conferences with others around the world. Your toughset
competition is right back home, in my cxperience, S it is
in so many other directions. But gentlemen - ond I exclude
the ladies on this bccause I am sure they give the Parliament
the respect it descrves anyhow - but,, gentlemen, 2 community
which can't rcspect its Parlinament rcally can't respect itcelf
because we are drawn from the community, we are there to serve
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the community, and if you don't like us, pleasc replace us by
something better. At the moment it doesn't seem to be on the
horizon ..... but one can never be sure!

Well, gentlemen, ore could, of course, go on 2% much
greater length but I am appalled at my own effrontery when I
recall that in the course of this day you have been addressed
with such skill at such length by the distinguished spokcsmen
of whom we hcard a little ecarlier. But éan I say in my last
sentence to you that to an Australian lecader it is a tremendously
heartening thing, not only to feel the good will which has been
radiating to mc from all gathered here tonight, but to feel
that from pcople of the quality that I see reprcsented here
will be moulded the siustralia of the future, and in that I have
cvery confidence and great pride,




