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Speech by the Prime Minister, Sir Robert benzies

Chancellor, Mr. Ambassador, Viee-Chancellor, ladies and
Gentlemen :

I think I ought to begin by congratulating the
Vice-Chancellor on the 3astonishing fact that although he was
taught Latin in the same place as myself, he has sinre
acquired, in the reading of it, an Italian accent. (Laughter)

Another thiny I would like to say to you; i} has
been coming into my mind steadily, while all theSe people who
have preceded me _have stolen the {hunder, It was said of the
late Sir Edmumd Barton, the first Prime iinister of Australia
and later on a distinguished Justiee of the High Court of
Australia, that he usually said, when the Chie Justice had
spoken: "I concur'and this was held to be a §reat proof of
idleness on his part, It wasn't. He very Irequently wrote
a judgment himself of some significance, but having heard it
delivered in substance by_the Chief Justice, he had enough wit
to saX, "I concur." 4nd I am jolly well tempted to follow his
example, I could easilg wind %his up adequately by sayin%,

"I concur; I declare the Cross epen”, but I won't go quite so
far as that, but the thing kept beating into my mind,

It was said by you, Sir, although you know far more
about seientific matters than I do, that you didn't understand
what it was about. _ell I could help you on that. This is
perfectly simple, It's rather a long-winded way of listening
in to what's going on upstairs, you see, As I understand it,
that's the whole secret of this matter, that when you want te
listen in to what is goin§ on above and you want to probe the
recesses of one of the galaxies, particularly Professor Bok's
favourite galaxy, all you do is to go alon% and get somebod¥
like Prafessor [lills and say, "This is whal I want to do. Fix
it ug. Hey presto, here i¥ is. That is a summarised account
of this enterprise, But I, like you Sir, will never understand
it. I think when politicians start to make it their business
to understand the Yast subtleties of physical science, that will
t> the end of good politics and the beginning of an awful lot of
bad seientists in office. (Laughter)

But the outstandin§ feature toda%, apart from these
very important matters Mr, Foley has described so admirably, the

eat thing today is that this is a2 splendid example of co-opera-
ion in the field of science between the %reatest and most
gowerful country in the world and ong of the smallest ig relative
erms in the world. Getiing near: 200M in the United »tates,
11M. in Australia, but I have more than once taken comfort from
the fact - I referred to it on one or two occasions in the
United States, Mr. Ambassador - that when that great man and
sgecies of genius, Thomas Jefferson, first became Fresident of
the United States, the population of the United States was 5M. -
ene-half of the number which we now have in Australia and ¥et,
uality being more important than quantity, on the basis o

t relatively small population, we've seen the most tremendous

developments ih modern history, and therefore in Australia we are
not g01ﬁg to_be too downcast %y the fact that the population is
only 1IM, It is increasing very satisfactorily. 'ie are not
going to be downcast about it because there are two things that
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count. One is quality and this you must have yourselves

and develop Xourselves, and the other is a spirit of co-oEera-
tion with all other people in the same field so_ that kmowledge
becomes shared. These two factors are both illustrated today.

Lfter all, Mr. Ambassador, your great country and
mine have a certain parallelism in their hiStory. On a
recent occasion, a year or two ago, I made what was_supposed
to be a powerfui speech at monticeilo, celebrating Thomas
Jefferson, and 1 took occasion to remind all those present
that the Declaration of Independence in the United States
created two new countries - one was yours and one was mine.
This was literally true, because as the result of the
Declaration of Independence, the export of convicted persons
from England to the United States - what is now the United
States - came to an end, and theX had to be sen% somewhere,
and with unerring skill, they selected Sydney. (laughter,
applause). So that's how it all began.

1 have also had occasion to remind the people of
Great Britain when I have spoken there that they don't need
to be too superior about the fact that some convicted persons
were sent to Australia and some convicted persons sent to the
United States because the statistical records show conclusivelg
that the majority of people convicted over that period remaine
in England. (Laughterg

And so, Sir, our two nations began their stor¥ by
a similar cause, in the technical sense, quite early in the
piece and at the same time, But think of wha{ we have in
common with the United oStates. A lot of peoEIe are always
looking for some rather improger motive. The imputation of
motive is one of the commonest of human failings. we

are told that we, of course, are friend1¥ with the United States
because they are great and powerful and they will defend us.
Well they are great and they are_powerful, and I think theK
will defend us, but this is” the lowest possible level on which
to put our association.

The truth is that we are friends because we have
ideas in common, we have traditions in common, we have the
same instincts, cultivated instincts in comumon, we both
believe in the same kind of world and are determined to make
our own contribution to makinﬁ it a better one. These are
great foundations for friends iﬁ’ and here today we have the
Eerfect exauple of how this works out. This....I almost said
King's Cross....l don't want to steal that from Professor
Messel, He seems to me to have got everything else. But
this great instrument of science is itself, as we_have been
reminded, a product of association between Cornell Universit
30 famous in this field and the University of Sydney, the oldest
university in Australia, a university, the founders of which,
125 years ago, would have been stag§ered to think that things
of this kind could hagpen as a result of activities in whic
their university was taking a part.

Now, Sir, I don't want to talk to you any longer.
You haven't failed o notice there are a lot of flies. This
is not proof that we are in New South wales. It rather suggests
that we are in Canberra where we specialise on flies. I remember
one time during Mr. Lyons' Government we were all taken out on
to the lawn in front of Parliament House and photographed,
movie camera, to be put on the movies on Saturday nﬁé t.
And Mr. Lyons kept introducing us one at a time.  Mr. Hughes,

coveeasdt?
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the late Mr, Hughes, was among us, and we were all photographed
doing this....\: augﬁter) The "scientists hadn't got busy at

that time producing maladorous things that ruin_ your clothes and
are suggosed to keep the flies away. ‘ie were all standing there,
doing this, you see, and on the wag back to the House, liftle
Billy Hughes” took me by the arm and looked up at me - he had

to physically, at any rate - and I said, "That ought to look
rather impressive, do you taink, on Saturda¥ night?"  "Oh,

he said, "don't be funny. ‘hen they look at that, they'll nudge
each other and they'll say, 'Bill we've been had,'"

Sir, it's a great occasion. I won't prolon

¥our troubles, I'm very honoured to be here, very delighte

o be allowed to come on to strange territory for this purpose.
I wish the whole enterprise well; I acknowledge the tremendous
support that has been §iven b{ the luclear Foundation. We have
heard a little about it from Mr. Foley who is among its most
active geople but this has been a splendid example of co-opera-
tion between the business world, not notably scientific in its
own right any more than we are as politicians, but between the
business world, the scientific world, the university world.
This kind of association of this type must go on and on in
Australia until every university is not only a source of the
receipt of funds but’ is creating a community of its own and
making itself part of the overall community of the country,
?h%s, I think, will argue the best reults and the brightest

uture,

Sir, retrospectively I say: I concur. I declare
the Cross open.




