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domech by the Prime kioiater, the Ri, let. Sir Lolert Manziss,
3ir and ladies and Gentlemen g

I am about to esssy a task proposing your health,
sir. HRow I don't think you were around the precincts this afternoon
but 1if you had been, you might have gathered that there were some
difforences between ~rthur Celwell and myself. 4y the effluxion
- of time and the enthusiasm of the moment, we are novw on the ons

vovelength. Isa't that right, Arthur? (laughter) iverything I
say, he will agree with, will add to and will adorn,

low my task tonight is to propose the toast of His
~xcellency the Governor-General who is, unhappily, adout to leave
us. He hasn't come to the conclusion to leave us because
7hen Her Mnjesty Tie ysueen was enough to approve of his
sppointment, he made it quite r that there vas some limit to
the time and he has served out his time - is that the right
expression, 8ir? (Laughter) - with immense sucoess.

The Governor-General has been, in commom with quite
s number of his predecessors - in fauct, I sup.ose, with all, though
there wore some [ didn't know - a robust occupant of this post.
I mean by that that he has never been unwilling to ocontribute a
fov views; he has slweys spoken the mind of a highly=-talented and
very breve man. I have had no trouble with him, if I may say so.
(Laughter) He knows this because one of his great m«oum.
then 3ir #illiam Jdlim, was & little given to express his mind
in certain areas with vigour and occasionally I had to go out to
{arralumls, stand outside his stud.yl having made an appointment,
stand to a{t.cntion, say to myself, “"Nov, Menzies, den't run away
from it," (Laughter) and then go in ond’make my Dow to the Governor-
Genersl, and then he would say, "My dear fellow, do sit down,*
very disarmmingly, you see.

Then he would say, “vWhat do you want to see me
about?” and I, onos or twice, essayed the task of sasing to
him, "Well, you know you said s0-and-so, 5ir, up in the liorthern
ersitory.% It's a funny thing, lsn't {t, that it is only in the
wWorthern Territory - is oid Jsrnes here tonight? (laeughter) - it's
only in the Northein Territory that people succumbd to the temptation
to s.y things. ind . would bresthe three times inwurds, you knov‘
«nd suy, "I think perhsps, 3Jir, that wasn't entirely wa1l advised.
hen I had done tiils 1 was in 2 muck sweat besoouse I was frightensd
of him. (lavghter) I concede that point,

e would smile and say, "Sit dowmn"™ and "There may
be a great deal in whet y.u say®. “ell that was swxwthing, and
then realising I was on the point of collapse, he did what the
sr-sent Governor-Genoral occusionsl.y does, or regul.rly does, and
sald to me, "Would you like s drink?* and If uny un ever nnénd
one, [ was the nan.

Wolly, I huven't had to huve that kind of experience
with you, Sir, bscuuse from first to last, sver since the day that
you were a po{ntod, L have bsen wery, vory happy to know you, and
all of us have becon hap.y to know you as & man of immense charect
and 1f you will allow me to say so - distinguished ability and
great courage ani trodition. This, I think, has bee: a very go
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thing for us and I am quite certain, Sir, that you yourself feel
that it has been a good thing for you because you have been all
round Australia, you have seen people at all angles, you have been
into all the corners of Australia and you have made your voice
clear in almost every corner of Australia, and always to the
immense satisfaction of the people of Anléralia.

Therefore the first thing I want to say to you
is that I am proposing the toast of a very distinguished and very
gallant man of whom all of us know a great deal. I have been in
a state of a little difficulty, Sir, about the next thing I want
:: say but I think on the whole you would like me to refer to

Wwhen you, 8ir, came here, you brought with you a
wife wvho had the most enormous tradition of courage and the most
enormous individual couragse. She was a very great lady and I shall
always recall the courage with which she bore hergelf at a time
when ordinary mortals might have been dog:aa:od and sorry for
herself. Do you mind, Sir, if I refer her beBause, really,
her period out here vi%h you, her bravery in the face of difficul-
ties moved everybody in Australia. I say that without the
slightest hesitation. And of course her death was an irreparable
loss to you. Now I don't like to have to speak about these matters
becsuse they are really rather emotional, but I thought about this
and I thought, "No, this Governor-General oan't leave Australia
vithout knowihgtha‘ he leaves behind him not only memories of
himself but memories of her" and therefore I take the liberty on
behalf of all of you of referring to that very great lady.

And then when she left, His Excellency was, I
think, singularly fortunate to have had in succession two daughters -
very young, not to be expected to face up to the formalities and ‘
rosponzibiiitios of Vice-Regal existence - and each of thea in
her turn, Kate and Anne, did a marwllous job, and everybody
here tonl t would want me to say how marvellous that job was,
how well they did. And of course although they were daughters -
and 1f I may say so, daughters have so-othing rather special (a
nuaber of you will understand this perfectly), they have something
rather special, young Philip, the owner of the traditional name,
young Philip Sldnoy has been here from time to time, quite a long
time, one way or another, and I would like to say to him, 8ir,
through you, how much we have enjoyed having Philip here and how
convineed I am that he will some day be a Member of the Federal
Parliament, and I am keeping my fingers crossed in case he gets
puddled up with Arthur Calwell (Laughter).

The other thing, Sir, I would like to say is this.
It is sometimes forgotten the dovornor-donoral of Australia is
not only egpected to be a man of distinction, as he is, but he
is also to be recognised as the personal representative of The
Queen. Now this is a very significant statement - the personal
representative of The Queen. In other words, the perfect
Governor-General is one who knows The Queen and whom The Queen
knows, who represents The Queen because The Queen would wish him
to represent her. This is, I think, tremendously important at
the outset.

And when the end of the term of office comes, then
14 1s equally important to remember the reciprocal aspect of this
matter that the vernor-General who has represented The Queen,
who is known to The Queeh, goes back home and finds himself
representing - not The Queen but Australia representing us,
speaking for us, understanding us, and thal 1s why it is such a
lovely conjunction of the planets to have a Governor-General who
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can represent The Queem becsuss Ths Queen knows him, respects

him, who has been her personasl representative and who, on his retum,
vil] understand 43, speak for us, in the rather tattered sentence,
an Austrslian Ambessador, carrying with him bothweys an immense
amount of representitional authority, and if I may say so to you,
Sir, & very great dssl of respect, and vhat is even more iamportant
than respect, affection. '

Now, I indicated to you at the beginning that
Arthur Calwell and I, having osed our differences over the
dirmer adjournment, dccided that this is a bi-part1isan oecasion,
and, Arthur, I know that with your ususl faeility and tslent,
you will support ze before I propose the toast,




