FOR PRE3S P.i. No., 69/1664

BETIREMENT OF SIR ZRIC HARKRISON

STATEMENT BY HE PRINE MINISTER

The Prime Minister (Sir Robert Menzies) today
announcad the retirement of the Right Honourable Sir Eric
Harrieon, K.C.M.G., L.C.V.0., Lustralizn High Commicsionzr
in London.

"Sir Eric has represeuted Australia with distinction
since he took up his appointment in 1956. Over this period,
far reaching changes have been occurring within the Commonwealth
and many matters of great importance nave required the atvention
of our High Coimmissioner. e have been fortunate indeed to have
in London a man of oir Eric's oua11t18~, experience, and
personality, and he has made a particular contribution in
fostering Australia's own intimate ties with Britain. He and
Ledy Harrison, who has made her own distinctive contribution,
will be remembvered toc by many thousands of Australian visitors
pagsing through Auvstralia House over thege years,

”On behalf of ny colleaba g and myself, 1 express

our thanks to Sir Zric for the outstanding job ne haz done and
I wish him and Lady Harrison a lonz and ongoyable retirement . "

BACKGROUND

Sir Eric Harrison entered the House of Reprecentatives
in 1931 ag member for the W.S5.V. seat of Wentwerth which he held
until hie appointment as High Commissioner in 1956. He held such
ministerial posts as ilinister for the Interior, Postmaster—General,
tlinieter for Repatriation, Mirister for Trade and Custome
#Minister for Defence and ﬂ:nkuter for Detence }roductlon.

ile was also Vice~President of the Executive Council
and Leader of the louse of Kepresentatives. He gerved as Rezident
Minister in Tondon in 1950-51 and wag Minister-in-Charge of the
first viait by The Queen in 1554. He was appointed a Privy
Counc%llor in 1952 and a X.C.li.G. in the New Ycar's donours List
in 1961.

The Honourable A.R. Downor, whose appointment as
successor to Sir Eric Harrison has already bsen announced,
will essume office today.
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