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Hats are curious things - have you moticed that? The
higher orders, 1ike myself, we wear these; and then I am
supposed to keep 1t on, but I wen't. I moticed this mermiag
that on & slightly lewer level they wear mortar-beards aad
this permits an infinite variety of appsarsmes, dut I want to
award a special prise to the man who, I thopght, were his
mortar-board with the most hravers toweh right bask em a well
thatched head. I refer, you will all understaad, to Mr.
Jonathan George Hodgkims. '

Now, Sir, I dom't want te detain this oonpoptfoi dut
there are perhaps one or two things I would 1ike to say. One
of them is about the Pudlic Orator. Being pudlic, dut no
orator, myself, I have a great interest in Pudlie Orators.
Very frequently they sddress the Chancellor in latin, a languwage
mow not as commonly understoed as it sheuld de, dut even then
{f you still retain a smattering ef Latin, Sir, you are wp

. against the great prodlem of how it is te de prememnced: old,
_ new, or what I call 'Law Courts Latia'. A very grest predlem.

At another great seat of learning in this country I was presemted
by a Pudlic Orator, vhe preduced his Latim with the strioctest

, adherence to the mew prenmuociaticn, (neme of you -otolt(o.u ¢

undorstand this), and the Chanoellor was lLerd Ealifax, wvhe replied
much to my relief in the eld prenumcistion, amnd I thought I was
doing very well when I roughly, roughly, undsrsteod both of thes.
I found out afterwards, lookiag arocund all the assembdled dens,
that it turned out I was the enly one who cu. and mt 19 wvery
encouraging. In the University of Western Awstralia the other
day I was given a degree, one of these unearmed degrees - I have
one or two of my own that I Rave ewsated for - and the Pudlio
Orator daid most of 1t in English and then a . few phrases in latin.
Now I must tell you, 1f you den't know, that many years ago im my
country I bad a 1ittle dispute with the waterside workers adeut
the shipping of pig irem, and they ehristened me *Pig Iren®, &,
title that I bave worn with singular distimetion for s leng, leng
time, and the Public Orator at the University of Westers Awstralias,
Str, he preseated me !lnally n the Latin dit: “ewd nomime

porous tom-' * s
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. 8ir, baving l!o)oood ot these 1rtolovnnooo. I womld lltn
to say something, 1f I might on this very happy oooalton. aboat
you. I come from a far commtry, dut I don't come frob s veory
far spot in your mind. Ve have Mu. over aany yom. great
friends, and I, over many years, kave been your great admirer.
I think tha} this cocuntry has deen fertunate “ia baving in 1its
service a man of such lo.nnllg. bigh intelligemoce, great
courage im prosperity and adversity, as the presemt lLord Aven,
whon I kmow detter as Antheny Rden, and this University, lt
‘say say so, 1is greatly hemoured te have him ia the ehair.

You kmow, Sir, pelitics - of vhich I am @ opooloi of
‘practitioner myself - politics is regarded by all mem-political
people as extraordimarily easy, and by all newspaper
commentators as almost fantastically simple. Quite easy.

. Politics, of course; statessanship in the oonﬂuot of the affairs
of nations; 1s the most testing of all occlpnttonn. It some-
times attraots the attention of ’ooplo of coarse fibre and low
quality. Every mow and them 1t attracts the attention of a man
of fine fibre and ¢roat quality. I don't 1like antioipating what -
that mythical dbeing, the bistorian, will say; you know, this is
one of the cliches of 1ife fen't 1t - "the historian will say®,
the boliot deing, Mr, Chamceller, that historians ¢ot it right.
Well porhapo they do - coccasionmally. But otill, in the long
run, there is a Judgment of history amd I veature te say with
some dogma that history vilf t‘OO", when it cemés te be settled
and dalanced, if 1t ever deds, that mr Chanceller was . .the
greatest Poreign Ninister that this coumtzry has had in this
century, and a Prime Minister of such courage and imaginatfon’
that, looking bdack on it, and we had a few troudled times
together, I marvel at bis fortitude. :

. This is a great etory. of a great 1ife, and when I received
‘a letter asking me to come hers to be honoured by a degree, ant

I found that the Chnnoollor was this friend of mine, what
normally would have deen a great pleasure decame a singular
pleasure, a tremendous occasion for rejoiocing in iy heart, and
pride in my ltnd and that 10 ay first reason for .pproclntlng
this honour. _ , . . %~
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. I have a seeond reason, shout which I will be.quite brief.
It turns out that I have Kad a geed deal ts do with the modern :
development of Universities in Autulh. and I say it tnm ’ .

. out, beocsuce although I am a University san nyself amd lm
" always had, I hope, seme understanding of what Universities
" mean and how muol the werld meeds them, it ¢1d tura out that

after the war there was a tremendous upsurge in the nwmber of
students who wanted to come inte the Awstrilian Universities.
Now the Australian Uninnittop are primarily the un‘non of
the State Govermments, the State Parlismeat, in Awstralias;

the Cosmonwealth had mever emtered iato that field; dut the
whole prodlema seemed to me to be se tremendois amd so growing
that I 41G secure the services of Slr l’.uh Murray to come out
and head a Committee, and whoen he nade lu rdport, and I read
the figures, I conoesled the repert from the Treaswry. I -
don't encourage deceit as a 'goairal rule, dut on this occasion

" I practised a little. I didn't conceal it .from them altogetber,

. the cnbtuot Ninisters only the night defore the Cadimet ll«th.,

but I just let them have it Qt the last pontblo noment, and
then I had a Cabinet Meeting and I ciremlated the repert -ou

8o I was the only one really who Imew what was in the report,

and by nightfall we had adopted every roqo-udatioa in the
report. Anybody who is contemplating politics as a career

could do no.better than study that example of political techaique.
And'since then we have ¢stadlishéd a Usiversity Commission amd
the amount that is called for year by year, or every triesniwms,
grows in the most fabulous fashion, bu} this, I delteve, bas ¢
opened up a new chapter in the hietory of the Untvout“u% *
and in this generation, in this osatury, everybedy sust reslisze

that the greatest need of .the werld, and the greatest need of

your country, and the greatest meed of my comatry, 18 not some
happy stroke on a financial investment, dut an inoreasing

produotion of educated men and wemen thromgh our Universities. .
. This 1is the potential wealth of the omtry md, utlut “.

we 'lll dwindle, peak nd pm

.

- It u e very oxolt!u thing to we, su-, to go to a mforr!u
oL Gegrees 15k» this, decause I lesk around and I ses literally
ia front of me the additional assets that the natien kas ncmd,

" and t hope every graduate will think of it, mot 1in a mm-u m.

dbut with an mdoutudiu of pw tm that ts.
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But there 1s one great problem that confronts the
Universities in my coni:try and that no doudbt confronts the
Universities here. It 1s this, It 1s slways possidle, .
eiven enongh suthority, or upudoneo, or ingenuity, to got
money out of the ?reuury Itis o fact - 1t's always possible.
But you can't get. Uhlvoruty protenou and lootmro and staffs
in some shop or from any Government departmseat. _ Thousands end
thousands of undergraduates are added to -the normsl rate of _
increase in my country every year, and my cosplete p'mbln all
the time is where are we goimg to provide the academio statfs
that are meeded to maimtain this standard. That s & much
digger prodlem thaa dricks amd mortar, a msuth digger predlen
than money, because of all things that we must avoid€ 1t 1s &
debasement of the currency. We cam't nvq a Gresham's Law
a”lytn; to assadesio standards, of dad money drivimg omut ;ood
We on't have tlu. e Just ean't afford it. '

I have a fixed Nllot that every yur'o group ct n'ututu
ouht to de, on the whole, nthor better than thoetir predecessors;
better trained amd, of course, in the werld of Soience complexities
grow so.much that you must be immeasuradly better equipped as
spientists than your fathers were. But we must keep the standards
up, and I hope that the standards will be kept up, that mamy
people who are now going to the Universities and who have great .
talent and have achieved high scademio status, that some of them
will think of vorking in the Universitied,.of teaching in schools,
of belplng to produce a new ‘onouelon. We can't all g0 off ¢
after _the best paid job, there must be constantly, year Oy year,
a nunbor of people who have a feeling of dedication .to this
matter and who say, I am determined that the standards of my
University will rise; mot fall, every year. That's the greatest
prodlem that confronts the Universities, in wy opinion. But
ovary time, 8ir, I feel pessimistic adout 1t, and I go' to an
investiture and I see the- new graduates, I become an.optlnfot.'



