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20TH TUNE, 1904,

Speech by the Prime Minister. the Rt. Hon, Sir Rohert Menzies

Now, I thought I would just like to say a 1itwl
about an aspzct or perhaps two aspzcis, cf relaticnsn
our countries.
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It is far more than a posit-prandial flourish to say that
the United States and Australis are devcied friends - thaiv?
elementary .

We all know that, we krow that this relaticnship has come
about in war and in peacc. that it is now, I venture to say, cne
of those things we hardly need %o discuzs, We undzrstend each
other. In the intervals of a 1ittle lively recrimination, we
like each other, we have great interests in comrons

There are cynics, as I said the other dsyv at the Whiue
Housey who 4h¢ny that we have a sorv of b*UDoerd ]ove bezause we
look to vou, the United States of Americz, tc proiect us ~ to be
our friend in times cof ne=d, I supposz, technically, that tnav
is perfectly true, but jt is much more crue to say thab we regard
ourselves as concernsd in gg;mxg cotii in mllﬂlaTj teims end in
civii terms with the United States because we do happen to be the
same kind of peonie . and w2 do happen, if that’s not too weak a
ijord, to believe pagsicnately in che same thing - the same values,

And when two friendly nations - ons great and one small
happen to have this robust faith in common, I don't think we nsed
to argue sbout hew much bigger one is than the other - or what
contributior one makss to this or thes otrer mokes to that,

Tne truth iz that in our relaticns with you, not cnly are
they wonderful from our point of J"ew, but They are PebipLOCGl
they import obkligations cn our part, obligations which we will
at all times honourably discharge and therzfore we are friends,

I know of no circumstarce thet could conceivably arise
in the world thet weculd mske us encmies. But do let me repeat
scmething I have said before today, You are the greatccst power
in the world and sometimes in fact, perhags reavonavajTCquentlv
you admit it, But you are the greatest power in the wrorld - the
greatest in physical zescurces - the greatest,when it comes to the
point, in that moral force that can be e: oL01sed by a great and
civilised people,

And like all great powers in the history of the world, you
have made rather more critics than friends, I was going to say
enemies, mayhbe, You have besn able to help scores of naticns - a
iot of people don't like being helped, They take he1p, they see
tke intrinsic merit cf the help, but at the back of their m*nd
there is a sort of fesling ¢f résentment. Why does he have all
those things when I donft? This is the oldest thing in the worl

Now, Sir, this is pertv of the law of life and the main thing
is that we d"P not to he discouraged in well-dcing because the
amount of gracihudo that is Lo be D”OQRC@J is inadecquate, Tnen2
are g£ood things to be doae and trere are good things that ought
to be done and as good things, in the 1o 10 fun, th2y will pay
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their dividends in world progress and in world peace,

In the second place, of course, we are right down there
off the South-¥ast of Asia and we have immediate »rcvlems, almost
on our doorstep, and it is to the great credit of ths United
States tnat it has assumed a rcle in the solution of those
problems which is historically of tremendous importance, But we
are there - and we arz a long way awvay,

We have next to us Indcnesia, 80 or 90 million people;
a lovely country, a ccuntry vhichk has a form of government which
is no doubt -one ¢f those interim forms of governmernt in which
power tends to be concentrated in one hand or one set of hands,
We have one ambitio. as far as Indonesia is concerned, and that
is that we should be good neighbours and friendly neighbours ond
live in peace and occasionclly m2ke some contribution to the
much-needed economic improvement of that country,

Further north there is Malaysia - and at this very
moment, Indonesia, through the head of its government, breathes
threatenings ¢nd slaughter against Malaysia. The world canit
be indifferent to this state of affairs pecausc - let me remind
everybody, if you nead to be reminded - Malaysia is a country
which has grown out of Malaya, has grown out of the British coleny
of Malaya and the British colonies in Borneo - Sabah in the north
and Sarawak farther south, This fcrm of gevernment, this national
entity , Malaysia, represents one of tihe frequent triumphs of
British policy in this century, for Britain, the grectest colonial
power in ithe nineteenth cen®ury, has been the greatest decolonizing
power since the Second World war,

Malaya represents the classical example of how a colony
achieves its independence and selfw-government, with reasonably
trained peonle to take a hand in the administrotion, with a
healthy economy, Mclaya is a museum piece, except that it is
very much alive in this field and now, of course - voluntarily
as the Uni*ted Naticns has found - the two Borneo Territories
and Singapcre have been added and we have Maliysia, Malaysia,
a member of the United Notions.,.... Malaysia wvhich, being
challenged to the validity of its creation, persuaded the
Secretary-feneral of the United Nations to send a mission and
to make an investigation and to make a report.,... Malaysia
enjoying a guarantee from Greet Britain of her military security
against militury aggression,.... Malaysia, enjcying a guarantee
given by Australia, through my own mouth in the Australlan
Parliament, that should there be atiecmpts made to overthrow
her independence or her integrity, we will ourselves comc to the
assistance of Great Britain in her defence,

Now, these are very large, very large matters, and I
soimetimes wonder whether people understand them or wha% it is

all about, Why shouidn't Malaysia be free and independent, just
as much as Indonesia? Why shouldn't she? Why should wz have

to listen to all these silly words like "“neo=-colonialism® which
is the last invention of the polysyllebic attackers of the world?
Neo-colonialisml

Here is Malaysia, an independent country, free, entitled
to be free, entitled to all the protection that can be given by
the United Nations end the United Fations Charter, and yet every
few weeks you read that another threat is made, that a few more
troops are put in across the border, that there is an infiltration
thet goes on and on and threats to "erush" Malaysia,
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Malaysia has made no threats against Indcnesia - none
at all, The only threotening party, I regret to say, is Indonesia
iteelf, And in that state of affairs - and this is the real point
I went to put to you - in that state of affairs, yov will constan®ly
find pressures for more and more conferences,

Might I with greot submission offer a clight wavrning
about conferences? I know that a ccnfecrence every now and again
is vital -~ tremendously important. I know that many of the
procedures of the United Naticns represents a high rorm of
conference between nations. I know that every now and then some
great nations will induce a conference between two squoobling
nations in order to see whether it cannot lend its good offices
in producing a settlement. Cyprus is a recent example,

But when energies are diverted to bring twe naticns
together in conference over a matter like Mzlaysia, I just want
to say to you, that unless there is the utmost good iaith on both
sides, then that conference will hurt one and help the other -
that such a corference may turn out to be, in itself, an appeasing
process which gives on advantage to the aggressor,

Now I know that it was no less a men than the grsat
Winston Churchill himself, who said in that homely ond s»nlendid
fashion of hisg "It's beéter to jaw-jaw, than war-war," £#nd a
lot of us have seized on this. All T wanv to say to you is that
rema>k-did nov mean that Vinston thougnt thet under 2ll ~ircum-~
stances, "jew-jaw" should prevoil, because if he had, a2ll the views
I ¢cwver heard expressed by him in relation to the pre-wnr years
would be falsified,

Now what happens? There is a conference about Malaysia,
Tunku Abdul Rahman, a splendid man, with no ftnreat agoinst
Indonesia but with a vital interest to defend his own frontiers and
the freedom of his own States, goes to a conference. The Tuniku
sayss: "Well, iirst of all, I won't go unless I have some a¢surance
thet your Infiltration into ny country with arms, with forces
regular ana irregular, is going to come to an en& ond that there
is a formula devised for a phased withdrawal when the political
confercnce begins,™ Lnd then somebody is bound to heave a sigh
of relief a¢nd say: "dJell, isn't this good? We have now got them
coming into confereace and this is it."

But what happens when the cenference goes on? Does
anybody here really hclieve that Indonesian forces are not still
finding their way into Borneo? Does anybody really bclieve that
any withdrawal that might have occurred is more than merely
nominal here ,... or here ..... or here? Does anybody doubt
that on this matter time runs against the Tunku and that time
runs against Malaysia? If the aggressor can have his way across
the frontier, then of course the morale of the local people
begins to suffer and the whole conception of Malaysia may find
itself weakened,

Now that doesn't mean that you want to gc and become
involved in a war, t is ridiculous to think of anybody being at
war with Indonesia - a country not under threat and whose orderly
development cverybody is willing to assist. But it does mean that
before we put too much pressure on Malaysia to concede something
here or there, or go into an unconditional conference, we ought
to remember that there are conferences and conferences, some
capable of altering the whole history of the world for the better
and some regarded as a mere cover for further advance and further
attack by one of the parties to the conference,

coscos/l



- k-

Now, I am afraid I perhaps haven't exploined that vo you
very clearly., But the one thing that I find 2s I go around the
world that really troubles me a little is that I taink that we
are a bit disposed today to say: "Well, we want a quiet 1life and
if we can just get people to talk to each other that will dispose
of that problem for the next week or two," And frankiy, except
on cond.tions of the utmost good faith on both sides, I distrust
such conferences,

Then, of course, that's not the only place, Ve have South
Vietnam in which we are very happy in a small way to be able to
assist the United States in what I venture to describe as a "fiim,
clear policy." I know there are people who can tell you it is
wrong, thet it can't succeed, that the whole solution in this pa:xt
of the world is - as General de Gaulle would say - "There must be
a political solution," I venture to doubt it very much, I think
that therec must be a presentation of firmness, not of provocation,
but of firmness, in relation to South Vietnam.

All we want in this world today is some smashing victory
by Communist China in South-Past Asia, some removal of the forces
of freedom fiom this zone, and the whole history of the world will
be altered. And wvhat I permit myself to remember is that the
whole histcry of Australia vill be altered,

We must be together, we must be firm, we must not bLe
provozative but avove all, if I may say so, we don't want to be
unduly misled by ideas that the peirfect answer in what was Indo-
China .... the perfect cnswer in the whole area, including South
Vietnam ... is a declaration of neutrality, A country thaot is
neutral with more than 600,000,000 Chinese on its flanks and its
friends thousands cf miles away, is not likely to remain neutral
for very long.

Now all these are matters of grect arguuent,

I am glad I em speaking after Governor Stevenson becouse
he would no doudt toke me apart on a great numoer of these motters,
but I just wanted to take tne opportunity of stating once more
how identical cur interests are, of indicating to you one or two
of the dangers of which I think we might beware in our joint
enterprise, and to conclude by saying, as I began, that whichever
way it goes, my little country, and your grect country, will Dbe
together through thick and thin.




