P.M. No, 31/166k

DEVELOPMENT OF NORTHZRN AUSTRALIA

Statement by the Prime Minister, the Rt, Hon. Sir Robert Menzies

Today the Prime Minister and Commonwealth Ministers
met with the Premiers of Queensland and Western Australia %o
discuss means of achieving closer cc~operation in the davelopment
ol Northern Australia. The Commonwealth Ministers in attendance
were Mr, McBwen, Mr. Holt, Senater Sir William Spooner and Mr,
Barnes.,

The Premiers expressed their full support for the
action taken recently by the Commonwealth to make the cxamination
of Northern Development problems the special responsibility of
the Minister for National Development, and for this purpose, to
establish a ncw Northern Division within his Department,

It was agreed that this arrangemsnt provided the most
appropriate machinery upcn which to develop closer co-operation
and co-ordination of activitics between the two States and the
Comnonwealth, including thc Northecrn Territory,

The three Governments have already demcnstrated vigorous
support for Nerthern Developnoent and arc currently engaged in
projects in the arca involving very large suns of money, Thoese
rrojects have been developed riore or less ad hoce

They include beef cattle roads in northern parts of
Queensland, Western Australia and the Norithern Territory, the
reconstruc%ion of the Mt, Isa railway, port developnent in the
Kimberleys arca of VWestern Australia, the brigalow lands develop-
rent scheme, and the first stage of the ora miver project, These
together involve cxpenditure, by the Commonwealth and ihe States,
of approximately £65 millicn,

In considering future action, thce Ministers czreed that
it was desirable for the threec Governments to dcvelop contirmuing
liaison arrangecnents, t was agreed that the establishnient of the
Northern Division of the Commonwcalth Departnent of National
Developrnient provided the mecans for the development of continuing
liaison between Coimonwealth officers and cofficers of the States
of Queensland and Western Australia, The task of the officers
concerned will be to study all aspects ofmrthern development
for the purposc of assisting Ministers in deteraining what ought
to be donc to develop the north, how it should be done and the
assecssnent of priorities., The nanner in which the task would be
approached would, of coursc, nced to remain flexible to ncet
changing circunstances,

The Ministers agrccd that appropricte Cormonwealth and
State Ministers would ncet together from time to tine to review
progress in Northern Development, to co-ordinate thinking, and give
dircctions to those who will be required to investigate particular
proposals,

As a starting point, the Northern Development Division,
in co-opcration with Stote Cfficers, will prepare an assessient
of the progress nade with projects now in hand and of those that
night warrant consideration in the futurc. This document, which
will include sone gualitative and quantitative asscssnent of
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particular propesale, will assist Ministers in deciding what
steps ought "nex’ to ke taken 42 1iv

As part of the continuing crrangerient for co-operation
between Cormonwealth and State olficials, the Preuiers have
each nonincated a Senior State Official as Liaison Officer with
the Cormonwealth in Northern Developnent,

The Queenslznd officer is to be Sir Jermes Holt
Co-ordinator-Generel of Public Works, and Westoern australila
has noninated Mr, J.E. Parker, Dircctor of Enginccring.

CANBERRA ,
7th May, 1964,




