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DEATH OF PRESIDENT XBENDY

tatement by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Menzies

This is a shocking tragedy. A personal
tragedy for Mrs. Kennedy; a national tragedy for the
United States of America; and for the rest of us a world
Calamity.

President Kennedy had great courage, ability
and personal attraction. He had already made a notable
mark on world events and on the relations between the
Soviet Union and the Western World. His decisiveness and
success over the withdrawal of Soviet Forces and weapons
from Cuba was, I believe, one of the crucial events of the
last three years.

The President was extremely friendly to Australia
and at all times anxious to be helpful. I fear that this
horrible affair and the loss of a man with such capacity
for leadership will for a time at least increase the dangers
of world tension.
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