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VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN

Mr. Hayato Ikeda, Prine Minister of Japan,
acecompanied by Mrs, Ikeda, is visiting Australia as the guesy
of the Governncent of the &onmonwealth of Australia fron 29th
Septenber to 3rd October, 1963. During his stay in aAustralia,
Mr, Ikeda will visit Canberra, Sydncy and Melbournc, and have
discussions with Sir Robert Menzies and other Cabinct Ministers.

The Prime Ministers of Japan and isustralia have had
cordial and valuable talks nmarked by frank discussions of the
international situation in gencral, and covering also consideration
of neans of promoting still further the friendly relations
between the tw» countrics,

In discussing the international situction, the Prine
Ministers cstablished that there was a close identity betwecn
their respcctive international policics, They louked forward to
close co~opcration in the futurc, through consultations at
various levels with the aim of promoting the interest of the
twn countries and of the frec world.,

The Prine Ministers cspecially welcoried the recert partial
nuclear test ban agrecement, which they hoped would be supported
by all countries, not leas% of all by countries in the Pacific
or with intercsts in the Pacific.

Noting that both Australiec and Japan had welconed the
formation of Malaysia, and rccognising the common destiny and
responsibility of their two countries in Asia and the Westcern
Pacific area, the two Prime Ministers cxpressced their deep
concern for the situation in that arca, and agrced that the
two countrics should closcly co-opcerate in contributing to the
attainnent of peace and cconomic progress in that part of the
world, They discussed ways in which dustralia and Japan night,
through the Colombo Plan and in other ways, co-operate in
furthering economic development in South East Asia.

The Prime Ministcrs expressecd plcesurc and satisfac-
tion at the rccent signing of a Trade agrecment between Australia
and Japan, providing for a full GaIT relationship between
Australia and Japan and withdrawing the Article 35 rescrvation.
It wes confidently expected that the new agrecrient would lead
to a further cxpansion of the rutually beneficial trade relations
alrcady existing between the two countrics.

The two Primec Ministers cxpresscd their satisfaction
at the further incrcasc in both personanl contacts and cultural
exchanges between the two countries, and agreed that the two
Governnents would endcavour to prornote these developnents by
every possiblc neans,

The two Prime Ministers considered that Prine
Minister Ikeda's visit to Australia was of zreat significance
to the furtherancc of rutual understanding and friendly rclations
between the two countries, and agreed thot the two Governments
should keccp the closcst possible contacts with cach other both
at the ninisterial and official levels,
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