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BY TED RICHT JWOF
CRUNE WMINoeTED,

JUJY L,

MR, J.B., COMMINS Welcome nheme, Sir Rchert, and we congratulate
PRESIDENT OF I

P LT ANENT.RY you on your instcllaticn in the Order of the
PRESS GALLERY Thistle. Now to zome little more mundane

things Sir, Ycu spoke in fairly general
terms yesterday. Could you give us something
morc specific on your talks with iMr, MacMillan

and Presideni Kennedy?

PRIME MINISTER 3 I was wondering what procedure would suit
you, What T had in mind was that I mighe
perhaps make some ohservations of niy own on
somc of these matters, cnd then there will be
guestions that some of you would like to put
and it is always conccivavlie, of course,
that I might be able to answer some of them,
But, I think it might be helpfuvi, if I said
something in a gerexnl way. It has all been
pretty hurried, because I had a total of
twelve days in London, somewhat interrupted
by certain domestic events - not on ay part,
vut on the part of other pcople .... three
days in Scclland, I had a day in Ottawa ond
two days in Washingten, with hefcre that,
the bettcer part ¢f the day in Virginia at
Charlctteswville, I think, however, that the
main matters that T had discussions about can
be put fairly briefly, My main talks in the
United Kingdcem were with the Frimce Ministew,
M, Macmillan, with the Lcrd Home, with
Mr, Sondys and with Mr, Dutler. The
principal things that I discussed with them
hacd relaticn in Scuth-East .Asia; in

narticular Maluysia oné the developments of

that new Federation. I also had some talks
about Scuthern Rhcdesia, cbout which there
are socme very important discussicns taking

prace, and avout the possibility of o

~ nuclcar test ban which is now the suvject of

Cu

iscuesicns in Moscow with Lord Hailsham
representing the United Kinzdom, and

Mr, fSverell Harrciman reporesenting the
President of the United States. I might
nerhanpg teke thoee in some order,
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Ls far as Malayeia is concerned, tnis iden s teen
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actively supporved oy the United Eirgdom, supported by us
as a matter of prinsiple quitc clearly, and supporued 2y
the United Statzs as a matiter of principle; the cne
reservation being made by the United States to the effect
that any defensive arrangement in relation tc Maleysia
seems tc the United States to be essentially a Ccmmonwenlth
matter at this stage.

T was very relieved to find that an agreement wes

node when I was on my way hcme, between the Tunku and

Mr., Lez Kuan Yew, the FPrime Minigter of Singapore, about
the finoncial aspecte of the Federation, becausc as no
deubt it iz well known that one of the advantages from
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the point of view ot Singapcre in becoming an integer
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in the new Fedsration is that, financially, speaxing
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terms of tariff pclicy and sc on, there should be in
short run, ot any rate, in the nct sc long run, some
form of customs unicn m2tween the voricus members cf the
Federaticn, At one stage, it cd as if this might

give rize to great difficulty, Lui these gifficulties

have apparzntly now been resclved so that with the
excepticon of Brunei, the ccnotituents in the Federation
have now ccme tcgether and have made an agreement, This;
I think is of tremendcus importance,

It was thought for scome time that the Govermment cof
IrConesin deciced not to pursue what I believe ig called
the pclicy cof Yconfrontation! on this matter - in ciher
worde, a puvlic atti;gi% cf ecriticism and even of
hostility, and there, I regret to notice that Dre Sockorne
has cpparently rencwed his Tublic criticism of the idea
and is now promcting the idea of self-determincticn and
plebiscites, all of which gounds a 1little odd, when one
rerenibers that the public statements that have been made
or late auoub West New Guinen hove appeared to exhibit
an intentlon not to have a plebiscite and not to have
celf-leternination, This is all very odd, We would nced
to have a gcod cdeal of clarification on ity I thinke
In any cevent, the positive achievement in relatvion %o

<

n

hink, very important, So far as Southern
is ccncerned, we rerhops in Australia have not
Followed thnic matter as clesely as we might have,
Scuthern Rhodesia has been, as o self-governiag colony,
assceiated in o cense with the Commenwealth for a very
iong tire, I first monifesbed mycelf in a Prime
Ministers' Conference when I wasn't a Prime Minister,
but was acting as delegate ror My, Lyons, and that was
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boek in 1935, Two yenrs Larere thot, Siv Godfrey Imzging
s the Prime ¥inister ¢f Scuihern Rhodesisz hal wesn

presentn Therce ig scme dispeoeiticn, I think, in

Southern Rhodesia, in scme minde there, to believe

that that means that Southern Rheodesia has been a

member of the Commonwealth fer the whole of that period

c¢f time, This of ccurse is not right. In effect Cirsh

of all, through Sir Gedlrey Yuggins, and later on

&)

jo ]

through Sir Roy Welensky, first Southern Rhodesia an

then the Federaticn have heen present at Prime Minist ers’
meetings —~ in erfect as ckbservers — ag very welcome
coaervers becauwss in particular there is a very old
associnticn between Great Britain and Southern Rhodesia
and with the ®

But the fact

assuming the final detcriminaticn of the Federation, is

nurcpeon populaticn in Scutrhern Rhodesia,

[ B2

s thot at present, Sruthern Rhodesic,

not a member of the Commenwealtlz 1t is only as an
independent naticn thet a noticn con be a member cf the

t

Ccmincnwenlth, and therefere arfter independence; the
queztion will arise as tc whetroer Scuthernn Rhodesia
tecomnes a member cf the Commonwealth cor not ard that
will, of ccurse, cCepend primarily on the wviews of the
TPrime Minisiers in the Commonwealth os it ncw stands
an? we are ncw quite a numercus brocd, 1 den't o
that this is very clearly understocd, Certain
conversaticns I had with representatives of Scuthern

thodesia rother sugeested thot it was nct, btut the

cflect of it all is that if Southera Rhoedesia, the
Paderation being dissclved, is tc beccme a membsr of the
Commonwealth, then there will need tc¢ be scme saiisiying

of the minds of existing Ciamonwenlth sountrics os to
the naturc of the franchise in 3outnern Rhedesia and the
ct, that within a measurable time there will be
in effect a majority in the Legislative fAssembly, cr
wnatever it may be called, rcprescanting the indigencus
inhatitante. Of course, this is a problem which gives
rise to a gcod deal of emotion as well as a good deal
of raticnal argumsnt, 411 I need say is ihat Mr. Butler,
who has hgen s v charged with the negetiations,
has made preposals, the nature of which I oam not at
liberty ic disciloss, bubt which seem to mc to e
reaccnable proncsals and o substantial step in the
ultimate directicn How for that has beea acceptatle;
I con't kncwvia Sﬁmetnlnp may have hapnened cn my way
heme that I cm not aware of. But frcm the peint of
view of the Commonwenltn itsc'f, it is, I think
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impertaont that Southicrn Thodesia shcould Le a mamuer ofF
it. It has an histceric associaticn with the Commonwenlch
which one would be extrcmely sorry to lose ond from the
point of Scuthemakholesia itself, there seems ie me TO
be great impertances in the relaticnehip that she
achicves with the Coammonwealth. Her larpest eXDors
industry, fur example, is tobacce which ot present
enjoys Commonwenlth preferences and 1 can't see much
advantage tc Scuthern Rhodesia in heing outsile the
Commenwealth, T don't detect any great desire cn the
nart of their reprcsentotives to join up with the Gnion
¢f Scuth Africa, nor can I see any advontages for them
in being an entirely segarate, independent nation,
unassociated with the Unicn on the South, unasscceiated

ith the Commcenwealth in general, In cther werds, this
is the crucial pericd, I think, in the history cf
Scuthern Thedesia, It has been attracting a great deal
of cttenticn in Lendon, very naturaily, ancd Mr, Butler
is very scriocusly ceveiting his great talents to this
pT oni.er

The cther matter that coam? under discussion there,

ns the problem of the test ban. New, the Prime Minister

of Creant Britain and the President of the United States
and, for that matter, oy cwn Government, attach
importance tce securing a test ban as a first practical
meacsure in a programe of discrmoment. Much more
proctical than some other matters that have been raiscd,
beecauge assuning goodvwill end assuming o willingness to
exposc activities to oome recsonablce inspection, there
would not seem to he insupereble difficuliies about an
international agrecment that further tests will czase,
I don't want tc begin tc cffer any vicws as to what the
Frernch attitudie to this maiter might be because General
De CGaulle has enther tcken a line of his cwn, but I
thinz that everyhoedy will aerze that in the firet
instance, agreement between the Soviet Union aad Great
Eiritain ond the United Statces of Jmerice con the bhanning
ef further nuclear tosts weuld be a matter of great
enccuragement to the werld and o very powerful step 1n
the directicn of redacing tension and reducing
competition, I don't undertcke to say what is going to
hapien to the tuik of these talks, but I am bcund to
say that beth in Loenden and Washingtcn, I felt there
was an atmoszherc, nct of despir on this matter, but
what I will calil reztrainzd crotimiem. And one of the
thinzs thot may very well arTicet this is that there is
sace /D




P.M.
(Continucd)

-5 =

tndoubiedly a very dezp gulf between Chinese Communists
and the Ccomnunists of the Soviet Union. Thie is not
a mere matter of wcrds; as we all kncw from reading
the news from day to day there are very big differences.,
I think myself that the Scoviet Union- it secems odd when
one looks back a few years - the Soviet Unicn feels that
the aggressive quality of Chinese Communism is scmething
that is to be resisted. The Soviet Unicon itself has
been, I think, rather more willin;y tc negctinte than
it was in the past and I attach great importance in
this connection t¢ the rcemarkable performance of
Presicdent Kennedy cver the Cuba matter -~ a performance
which I think has und:ubtedly given a check to
agressiveness on thc part of the Scviet Union and
produced a state of mind in which we may well hope to
1ve agreement cn such matters as the test ban., And
that attivude con the part of the Soviet Union, of course,
can very well be affected by this increasing friction
between the Soviet Union and Communist China - a certain
feeling cf apprehensicn cktout the large Communist
neighbour., And that is why this scems tc¢ be the right
time for the Western powers to pursue their negctintions
with Mr. Khrushchev and tco pursue them in thc atmosphere
that an agreement is pcssible on this and perhaps other
matters, provided there is a realistic state of mind and
provided, of course, that there is some goodwill and a
desire for peace. The President ¢f the United States
ané the Secretary cof State, Mr, Rusk, %oth, if I may say
scy, seem to me to have grewn in authcrity in the handling
of the internaticnal affairse

I know cne reads cccasionally about internal politics
in the United States, I don't profess to understand
them very cleorly.. Therc is always some friction,
Vell, we are¢ noct unfamiliar with that in our own
country, But these twe-very important for us and for
the werld - seem to me, in the handling of the
international matters, to have acquired increasing
authurity. It has been said in various quarters that
there are reascns for dispute or matters for dispute
between Mr. Macmillan and President Kennedy over some
of the NATO prcblems, I think it prcper tc say that I
found on bheth sides a very healthy personal friendly
relationship betwecn them, I think that it is quite
clear that Mr, Macmillan and President Kennedy are in
constant communicaticn, always meet as friends,

always discuss things with frankness and that any
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suggestion that there is some division between them tnat
might be of immense imgortance ought to be rejected, I
don't believe there will be with the agreement of eithsze
of thein, They both want tc continue their close
association,

So that summing it all up, I would say that my
general impression is orie of some easing in Soviet Union-
Western vension, particularly since Cubas scme stimuius
©0 that increasing wunderstanding arising from the differecunces,
the Sino-~Russian differences, and that as betwecen the United
States and the United Kingdom the relations are vexry good,
very healthy, wvery constructive and that when they say, as
they did after their last mceting that number one is the
test ban they mean it and they both mean to do their best
to achieve 1,

I paid a hasty visit to Uttawa, I wanted to see Mr,
Pearson whe is an old friend of mine, He was a biv out of
action because ne had had a sligat throat operacion. So I
vent out to his country house and we had a couplce of hours
together, He has some problems of course. Yo wiil be
astcnished when I ftell you thot they chicfly relate to the
dudget. DNet 2ltogether about ithe substance cf the Budget,
but to some extent akout huw it came to be vrepared.
wWhether that is going to be 2 trouble that continues, I
wounldn't like to judge. The Liberal Government there
remains in officz with the support of a couple of mincrii
groups cnd asz tne minority groups, as far as I can judge,
nave both lost some seats at the last electicn, it may be
thougint that there will be 2 consideradle anti~dissolutbiecn
party in thelr ranks. However, that is not my business,

Wiell, ncw would anybody like to probe me a Little
cn these things®

QUESTICNER ¢ Siry sou mentioned the guestion of a Budget a few

Mir. HOLT:

PeMo

minutes age. Here in Australia,; Mr. McEwen has said he wants
holder economic rolicies for oxpension, Mr. Holt hes said
he wvants a Budget based con growth and prosperity. Would you

4

Tika to give your views on it%
You find a materiel differcnce between these, dc you?

Not necessarily,

Well, I will know norec abcuw that when the Budget comes out,
Let rme remind you that when toe Budget is procduced it will
He the Badget of the Government and therefore of everybedy
in it.

Could you, Mr, Prinec
Budget preparations?

1ter, give us the timetable cof the

We start about the end of this weelky I think, don't we?
We have sone interviews with those outside bodies in the
next threec deyua

That is before the Cabinet mcetings?

Yes, we will have these first, and then we will get inte
the Budget discussions, I realily cught to know., Somebodly

N8y kNOWoeoes
Tuesday afternoorn,
Well, there you are,
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Sir, there seems Lo be some basic coenflict between Mr.
McEwen'!s views as exuressed at Orange recently end the
i o

visws ond poiicies of the Government.

I think it is very unkind of ycu as soon as I have returned
and had a refreshing sleep to want me to go and read all the
newspaper reports of what somebody has said and tihen begin
to sit in judgment on them, You have to remember about the
Cabinet that we are a composite Govermment; 1t is twue,

It works very satisfacterily we think, and has for a lcng
time and this idea that there are two views is one that I
reject, When the Budget is produced - let me rcpeat this -
it will be the Budget cf the Government., I dircected a lot
of time and energy some time earlier to expiaining that it
wasnit ¥r, Holtls Budget, that it was mine and that 1t was
the Budget of evervbcdy clse whne was in the Cabirst,
Ministors are human beingss; *hey all have different views,
They will ccoma along and we will start off with ten
different views akout any particular itcin of the Budget,

We will end up with one and that will be the viow of the
Government,

iry on tha® could you say winethey or not you think the
Budget should be more expansionary this time?

I have no opinion on it at all. 1 have just recelved on my
table a valuable mass of documents from the Treasurer whicia
will cnableo me to study the facts and T have an old-fashioned
prejudice in fevour of understanding facts bofore 1 offer
opinions.

Do you think that Mr, Khrushchev wiil fcan wmore towards
President Kennedy now that he is having so much trouble witn
Communist China? That there might be a chance of closcr
ties there?

My own view, end it is only my own vicw, is that this friction
with Cowmunist China, this growing gultf - I have heaxrd that
word used ~ between them will %end to give Mr, Khrushchev a
more anenable arititude - 1lot?s put it that way -~ in his
rolaticns with the West. 1n other words, if he has what he
rocgards as rivals and potential opponents on one Tfiank, he

pay be very rmch more disposed to think that a policy of

iive and let live with the rest of the world may suit Lim,
203 indced a lot of his own people may increasingly think

S0,

Dc you think that this policy has been well discussed in
Communist Chinese circies? 'Tha®t they are worried abcul this
possibility that he might lean meore towards Western

pinciples?

Well, I can't speak for the Chinese., I don't know. Nor

indeed can I speak for Mr, Karushcheve My own view is that

the differcnces betweon what we call for this purpose the
Russians and the Chinese in the Coxmunist world is a difference
which does no haim with relztions with the Western world,

but may tend ultimately to improve themn, A% any rate to

relax them, to take scne of the tension out of the matter,

Sir, just coming back to the local scenc again. There has
been guite a lot of discussion as to whether there will be
a redistribuilon this year and periaps an carly clection,

00000../8
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Well, as soon as I know the answer to that quection, I will
announce 1it,

Sir Robert. can you answer it to this exient -~ have you
any timetable of when you will discuss redistribution with
Mr, McEwen?

No, but it will have to be soon.

3ir Robert, did you ask President Kennedy about a visit
by him to ﬂustralia during the talks witn him this time?

We had a general discussion abcut that matter, but I am not
in a position at piresent to say anythingz.

Sir Robert, in view of your impression that the tension is
aainp, does that make any diffcrence to you~ Government's
ttitude to defence in view of the statement you made?

No, Look, a defence programmne is not sowething that can
fluctuate from day to cay according to whether the weather
signals are vetter or worse. You iave oo take a much longer
view than tnat,

But the sense of urgency is growing?

T still have a conciderable sense of urgency about the whole
problem, yes,

There has been a lot of speculation,; Sir Robert, while you
were overseas about the prospect of an early Feéeral
election. Lo youn have anything to say on this?

No, would you o»hoot me te? I would have to avandon a&ll.
claims to having any knowledge of political tactics wouldn't
I, if I started to answer that kind of questicn, Wien it
happens you will know,

Sir Robert, there has alsc bacn - while you werc away -

a Lot ol Z&cusglon about the name “rcyal®. Is there any
chance that you may review the Cobinet decision and change
that name?

Well, I would have to find out from my colleague the
Treasurey if hGueeo We had a discussion in the Zatinet on
this matter and came out with oul viswe, I notice a
considerable smount of spceculation as to who aid it and
who made the cagting vote. I read all this with great
interest, My favourite form of fiction.

Would you allow a free vote of the Parliament on it?

I will say nothing about that at the present time,

Do you like the neme "royal" 5ir?

Yes,

Is it your name, Sir?

No, My name is Menuzies,. Ac a matter of fact, the most
powerful argumcent in the world was - until it was answered

that the name ought to be "pound". I was nost attracted by
the idea myself - call it a new pound, just as the French

0-330000/9
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called it a new franc, The technicel answers to that were

(Contd,.) - tremendously powerful, 411 righi in the case of Francej

Qe

P oI"I o

Pole

Qo
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vou move a decimal point - two to the left - because you
already had a decimal system, so the new franc was got not
by altering the system bub by an alteration of the decimal
point., But a rew pound based on the decimal cu¥rency,
operating - what - for two ycars, side by side with an old
pound (noa-decimal), and in fact at twice the value would
producez so our experts advised us, and I accept it, the
most intolerable confusion, because it will takce a long time
to change over the accounting machines, tne cash registers,
all this kxind of thing, and the confusion betwcea a pound of
one breed and a pound of another, one being decimal and the
other being non-decimal, was tco much to contemplate., ©So

T mysclf, if you are interested, withdrew wmy advocacy foi the
use of the werd "pound" which would have otherwise sulted
me, my personal view, very well,

Siry, are you worried about trends in overseas investment in
Auetralia®

T am not, No, I rcad the other day & statement made by tr,
Holt, the Treasurer, on this matter, answering something that
had been said by scme Cpposition spokesmony, ond if I may say
so, I thought it completely accurate, This doesn't mean that
we deny the possibility of problems in the future, but it
docs mean that locoking at the matter now, we see advantages
wilich outweign the disadvantages in the flow of capitel into
this country. £And we would be pretty sorry for ourselves if
it stopped tomorrow, There are two ways of stopping it

dead, One is to prohibit it by scmc mcans or other, and the
other is to attach such rigid conditions to it a3z to
discourage ityand capital being a shy bird, it very easily
flies away. We as a nation have no reason to complain if we
receive a tremendous inflow of capital. Our development in
Australia would have been less if we hadn't received this
ccrnfidence and practicable working investment., You have
always to keep two tnings in mind, One is that capital
which mercely comes in to buy something out - tThat is one
kird of thing, That is the kind of *thing we scrutinise

very carcfully, But capital, private capital which comes

in to create an industry, to develop some product in
hustralia, to increase cmploynent in Australia, this is

of treuicndous value to us., In past elections I have Lad a
certain amount of fun addressing meetfings gt say, Ford in
Geeleng, and inviting the ILabour voters standing in front

of me to consider whether they are opposed te capital

coming into Australia from oversezs, In other words, whether
they arce opposed to the jobs they have,

Did you encountcr M, Heffron jn his percgrinations in
secarch of capital?

I aidn't see him with the eye, but hear rumours of him with
the car, I didn't actuelly see him. Wait a moment, I an
wrong. I think I said good~dey to him in London at the
Reception. I apologise,

Has he achieved anything of any great mcoment at all?

I couldn't tell you that, All I lnow is that the Common-
wealth representatives around the world have been doing
their best and devoting a counsiderable amount of time to
helping thesc State representatives. I heard very good
reporte in America of what My, Brand had been doinge
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Sir Rober is it embarrassing for the Commonwealth
representa%ives to have these State Premiers and offijcers
moving around the world in apparent conflict?

Well, you see, that is a lcaded question - "in apparent
confiict," I think their experience is that when Stat
representatives are going around the world their relations
with the Commonwealth representatives are the most
harmonious in the werld, It is only up nere that we get
differences,

Sir Rcbert, we are asscciated with the U.K./Malayan defence
agreement %lrough an unpublished exchange of letters. Can
you give us some indicaticn of what type of commitment in
Malaysia is contemplated?

No I can't, because we have nonc at present., This is all a
natter thai has to be discussed. You say that we are
ascsociated. We are not, Great Britain has a defence
agreement with Malaya and has indicated her willingness to
extend it to Malaysia, that is to say when Maleysia comes
into existence, It will noct ke very shortly, Our relavions
with Malaya on the defence side have been indirect, through
the Ccmmonwealth Brigade - the reserve, Wwe have nct
ourselves, had direct obligations to Malaya in that field,
put we have come in cn the side so to speak of Great
Britain, Whether we should rnow make a defence agrecement
with Melaysia - a direct defence agrecment in which
obliga*ions arc accepted - is a matter which has yet to

be discussed, I had some discussicn about it in Londcen.,
That is true, But as a Cabinet matter, this has yet to

be discussed because up to ncw, Malaysia has becen a concept
and not a fact. Now that Malaysia becomes a fact, the

time arises wnon we have to determine what we are prepared
to do in that field and there arc many aspects that have

to be considerceds.

il

Will it be in the near future, Siv, that discussion?

O

I don't knowe I daresay we will ke concentrating our minds
on the Budget in the next week, Without undue delay.

I am thinking, Sir, in relation to defence c¢iscussions
tnat have becn going on for some timec at home here,

What defecncee?
Our own defcnce policy. Would it be related to that?

Well, look, you are asking mc tc anticipate a problemn,
Supposc the Commonwealtih Government said, "Well, we are
preparcd to nake some agrecment with Malaysia," Then-the
next question would be ¢ "To what extent, in what form,
through what arms." The next question would be ¢ ‘fdre
they to be additional to what we already have or are they
to represent a differcent disposition cf the forces that
we now have or will have under our programmc?" These
problems are not to be disposed of by a sweeping sentence,
I assure you,

Did you have any discussions with President Kennedy on
defence and trade that you can tell us about?

0300000/11
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No. T did not have any discussions on trade, My cclleague
had been there only a week or twc before., He had had very
full discussions and had had some very useful ornes in all
places and I didn't see any reason to duplicate them.

Did you discuss the question of the position of fustralian
New Guinea either with Kennedy or the U.N. administraticn?

Well, I think that apart from reiterating the proposition -
two propecsitions --- we didn't have any. The two proposit-
ions were first, to repeat what I had said in the House
that the defence of Australian New Guinea and Papua was
regarded by us in exactly the same wey as the defence of
our mainiand and that any overt attack on it would be
resisted in the same way; I repeated that, Tha* is well
understood, In the second place, of course, 1%t is well
understcod and agreed tinat should such an evant cceur,
ANZUS would operate and we would have the acsistonce cf

the United States of fmerica, These sre two things....
there is nothing new about them. I have said them time !
after Lime, They are worth repeating so that there will \
be no rcom for error in cny other country,

3ir Rohert, proposals have been reponted for the Western
air defence of India, Will Australia be associated with
Mmerica znd Britain in this regara?

T wouldn't say anything about that at the proesent time,
Certainly we have no obligation to do so. As to what
discussions may have occurred as the result of some of
these investigation teams I am not up to date, You may
take it that we have entered into no new obligation ir
that field,

Yhile you wers in Londen did you discuss the posaibility
of any Tuture Royal Visits - perhaps Princess Margaret?

No, I didn't have a discussion abocut that, No, I think
I will say that this has got nothing to do with Princess
Margarct, ‘

I was going to ask about the Quecen Mothers....

Yes, I know you were., Well, there is nothing I can say |
about that at prescnt,

Sir Robert, in ycur discussions with the lcaders of the
world as Prime Minister of Australia, how did they fecl there
about Australia? What do they 1look cn Australia as being?
Why I said that question, I will explain it Sir. We have

so many ousiness leaders that come back and they scem to be
preoccupied by the thought that Australia has to have more
noney to go in advance, Now, we know full and well that

wa are pretty weli set up in Australis. Is this a question
largely thought of overseas?

T don't know what you mean by "pretiy well set up"e.

We have a country herc which is going ahead by leaps and
bounds. We have so much to offer in aAustralia, Does it
look to thesce world ieaders - the men with whom you have
discussed and talked o, that we will have to have all
overseas capltal to go ahead with our plans in the future
or do they look on Austraiia as a land of opportunity or
100k on it as a land wherc things are Just cceeose
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I seec. It would be a mistake to think that the relationship
between us is that we are begging for help, so to speak,
because we arc not, They 1look on us as a strong country,

as a friendly country. Thoy look on us as a growing

country. They think, particularly in their business fields
that this is a land of opportunity and they are much more
affected by the attraction that they feel towards the
Australian opportunity than they are to any argumentative
view that may be put, urging them or begging them or
something of that kind, That is not our positicn, We

are not regarded, in other words, as a sort of poor relation,
On the contrary, we arc lookcd upon both in the United States
and in the United Kingcdom as a pretty good relation, a
relation that will someday be a rich relation, or as I

think as Conpton McRenzie said, a rich reliative,

Did President Kennedy ask us to assume any extra defence
obligations in this part of the world?

No. I told President Kenncdy about our recent expansion
of the defence programme and the contingent addition to
that which would arisc on a Canberra rcplacement on which
there is an evaluation team at this moment, I think they
have rcached America, I teld hin all about that. He was
cxtremely intervested in it but not any more than that,

Sir Robert, is there any possibiiity of sustralia being
asked to conduct a fact-finding mission to Southern
Rhcdesia?

I think perhaps I would prefer to answer that by saying
that there is no possibility that we will conduct one,

T think I am right in saying that almost every Commonwealth
country has becn asked by the Government of Southern
Rhodesia to send somcbody, but that is not a proposal that
attracts me at all., wWe are not scttling the problen of
Southern Rhodesia. We have got enough of our own, We are
not going to be the people who have to advise as to who
ought to have a vote in Soutnern Rhodesia., I have been
concerned in this matter chiefly from a constituticnall
point of view as it affects the Comnonwealth and quite
frankly, I don't want to see Southern Rhodesia out of

the Commonwealth, They are one of our 51d friends., But
whether they are in the Comnonwealth or not will depend,
not upon us, our view, so much as wvhat happens over thc
next few weeks in relation to their discussions with

Mr, Butler aand to their own decisions as to what, if
anything, they are going to do about the franchise,

But we have no abmitions to be busybodies, you know,

Quite enough busybodies in the world without us joining
their ranks,




